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INTPODUCTION  BY  THE  ED I TOP 
Harry  E.  Salyaras 


Juaging  by  the  absolute  lack  of  response  to  it.  many  of 
you  may  have  found  my  January  essay  tedious.  If  so.  please 
oe  advised  tn.at  the  following,  far  from  venturing  into  His- 
torical byways,  is  rather  blunt  and  to  the  point,  as  con- 
cerns the  future  of  this  organisation. 

First,  as  of  this  writing,  the  success  of  the  annual  EAC 
Convention,  upcoming  tnis  April  22-25.  is  by  no  means 
assured.  Dealer  registrations  are  down--member  registra- 
tions are  so-so--Sale  lots  are  meager  in  the  extreme.  It 
seems  like  an  Age  ago  when,  flushed  with  the  Sale  s success, 
it  was  seriously  debated  v;hether  to  split  it  into  two  separ- 
ate sess i ons . . . Pu t oluntly,  we  need  your  participation.  The 
Kino  of  Convention  we  ve  taken  for  granted  the  past  fev; 
years  does  not  happen  by  itself.  I f we  let  it  wither,  the 
responsibility  rests  with  ALL  of  us.  There's  much  disgrun- 
tled discussion  in  the  collector  press- at  - 1 arge  about  the 
com.merciai  side"  oeing  the  tail  that  wags  the  dog.  It 
doesn't  in  EAC--because  of  v;ide  mem.ber  participation.  A 
multitude  of  educational  opportunities  await  you  in  Dallas, 
even  if  you  don  t ouy  a single  coin!  So  please  come  I 

Second,  a ballot  for  election  of  officers  appears  in 
this  issue.  Vote!  This  is  .NOT  a "ruboer  stamp."  If  you 
can  t in  good  conscience  vote  for  one  or  another  memoer  of 
the  nominated  national  slate,  write  in  your  preference.  In 
the^recent  past,  "turnout"  for  these  elections  has  been  pit- 
iful --with  only  about  one  in  fifteen  memoers  voting.  Here 
as  e 1 sewhere--and  I mean  this  sincerely,  not  cyn i ca 1 1 y--you 
get  what  you  "pay"  for.  Give  the  future  of  this  COLLECTOR 
organization  serious  consideration,  and  then  VOTE! 

Third,  above  and  beyond  this  Convention,  and  this  hal- 
lo . we  need  your  participation.  This  is  an  or gan ization  of 
volunteers,  ano  some  of  its  greatest  accomp 1 i shments--as 
Witness  COR--were  labors  of  love  by  individuals,  which  never 
passed  through  the  ritual  of  Official  Board  Sanction.  As  a 
practical  matter,  there's  little  that  a Board  meeting  once  a 
year  can  "pass"  on.  People  and  ideas  will  rise  and  fall  on 
their  own  merits  51  weeks  out  of  the  year,  no  matter  what 
the  Board  decides  every  52nd  week.  And  it  troubles  me  that 
I hear  more  people  saying.  "I  think  we  should..."  than  I 
hear  saying,  "I  will..."  If  I can  practice  medicine  full- 
time and  still  edit  this  publication,  then  YOU  can  get  off 
your  duffs  and  make  your  own  contributions!  I don't  buy  the 
argument  that  you  "don't  have  time." 

rinally.  the  May  issue  will  be  delayed  somewhat,  to 
a 1 1 OV7  Convention-related  items  to  appear. 

Yours  in  early  American  copper. 
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THE  RHODE  ISLAND  SHIP  TOKEN  OF  177'=’;  A NON-LOCAL  IMPORT 

John  Lorenzo 

Though  it  has  been  proposed  that  the  Rhode  Island  Ship 
Token  is  an  import,  to  this  day  the  origin,  engraver,  and 
circumstances  under  which  this  piece  was  struck  remain  a 
mystery.  As  the  GUIDEBOOK  states,  the  obverse  and  reverse 
inscriptions  "show  that  it  was  meant  for  a Dutch  speaking 
audience" — e.g.  . VLUGTENDE  AMERICAAN  for  ''the  fleeing  Amer- 
icans.' Currently,  there  are  six  known  types  (silver-plated 
varieties  not  included): 

1.  VLUGTENDE  below  ship,  brass:  one  known  (Garrett); 
the  Appleton-MHS  coin  is  still  questionable  as  to 
its  authenticity. 

2.  VLUGTENDE  removed,  brass,  scarce. 

3.  VLUGTENDE  removed,  pewter,  extremely  r ar e--poss i b 1 y 
two  known:  NN  51st  Sale: 182,  and  Roper: 173.  ex-Mer- 
k.  i n 3 / 68:2. 

4.  Wreath  below  ship,  brass,  scarce. 

5.  Wreath  below  ship,  copper:  Robert  Vlack  reports  one. 
Breen  reports  two  of  this  type;  however,  none  are 
known  to  me  at  this  time. 

6.  Wreath  below  ship,  pewter,  extremely  rare--poss i b 1 y 
four  known : 

--Parsons,  Ellsworth,  Garret t : 1 328 ; 

--NN  48th  Sale:792,  from  England; 

--Bur nhe imer : 502 ; and 

--NN  51st  Sale:183,  thence  probably  to  Roper:174, 
VE,  to  Lorenzo  collection. 

The  history  behind  this  ship  token  is  indeed  an  inter- 
esting one.  On  December  8,  1777,  Admiral  William  Howe  sent 
a detachment  under  General  Henry  Clinton  to  occupy  Newport, 
Rhode  Island.  During  the  summer  of  1778,  about  10,000  Amer- 
ican militia,  under  Major  General  John  Sullivan,  tried  to 
retake  Newport,  with  the  help  of  about  4000  French  troops 
under  Admiral  Comte  d'Estaing.  As  the  French  began  to  dis- 
embark on  August  9.1778,  at  Conanicut  Island  (in  Narragan- 
sett  Bay  west  of  Newport),  Admiral  Howe  arrived.  Admiral 
d''Estaing  hastily  reembarked  and  went  out  to  confront  Howe; 
but  as  they  Jockeyed  for  battle  positions,  a sudden  storm 
dispersed  both  fleets.  On  August  20,  d''Estaing  limped  back 
into  Newport  for  repairs;  and  on  August  30,  the  Americans, 
learning  of  Howe's  approach,  abandoned  the  tiny  island.  It 
is  this  event  which  is  commemorated  on  the  'island  side'  of 
the  ship  token.  Fifteen  months  later,  however.  Admiral  Howe 
had  to  abandon  not  Conanicut  Island,  but  Rhode  Island  it- 
self; this  explains  the  VLUGTENDE  originally  present  below 
Howe's  flagship  on  the  'ship  side'  of  the  token.  British 
reprisals  may  have  brought  about  the  removal  of  the  word. 

As  to  the  origin  and  use  of  these  tokens,  Breen  (1)  and 
Vlack  (2)  have  the  following  to  say: 

--Breen  writes,  "judging  by  their  preservation,  these 
tokens  circulated  with  other  coppers,  side  by  side 
with  CONSTELLATIO  NOVA  and  various  base  Birmingham 
Hard  Ware'  at  a time  when  anything  of  suitable  size 
and  weight  v/ou  1 d serve  as  small  change.  They  come  in 
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all  graces  (rarely  mint  state)  suggesting  they  v/ere 
usea  in  commerce.  Their  legends  oo  not  suggest  local 
Rhode  Islano  circulation  or  origin." 

--Vlack  suggests,  "the  spelling  and  design  suggest  an 
English  or  Anglo-American  origin." 

Tne  real  purpose  of  my  leading  the  reaoer  to  this  point 
can  nov;  oe  revealed.  While  reviewing  a DounO  volume  of 
newspaper  articles  at  a local  auction,  I oiscovereo  an  edi- 
torial. "On  the  Est ao 1 i shment  of  a Mint  in  Rhode  Island." 
from  the  newspaper  THE  AMEPICA.N  MUSEUM,  originally  puolisheo 
June  6.  1786.  Writing  under  the  pseudonym  NESTOR,  the 
author  comes  oov;n  clearly  on  the  side  of  a true  Federal 
coinage:  but  more  than  that,  the  implicit  sense  of  the  piece 
is  that  no  local  mint  existed  in  Rhooe  Islano  prior  to 


On  the  Eftablipiment  of 

federal  government  as  will 
enable  congrefs  to  fulfil  their 
engagements,  and  COMPEL 
a complir.ncc  on  the  part  of 
others. 

Beaver  skins  ]fio,ooo 

Martins  47>oo° 

Otters  ■■  11,700 

Bear  17,000 

Wolf  iJjOoo 

Cat  <\,6oo 

Minks  9,000 

Fox  6,000 

Fi/liers  4,000 

Elk  , ,6,000 

Deer  .120,000 

Wolverins  joo 

which^  at  a low  computation, 
will  amount  to  22j,oool,  , 

On  the  'Eftablifhment  of  a 
Mint  in  Rhode  IJland. 

I Perceive,  by  a late  paper, 
that  Rhodp  Ifland  lias  de- 
termined to  eAablifh  a mint 
for  the  coinage  of  copper  and 
filver.  Every  adt  of  this  kind, 
in  a particular  ftate, ' calls  to 
my  mjnd  the  evils  weiulfferfor 
want  of  union  among  the 
dates.  That  idol  of  the  People, 
ftate  foyercignty,  will  for  ever 
difappoint  the  hopes  we  enter- 
tain of  peace,  happinefs,,  and 
rcfpecftability,  and  prevent 
any  fovereignty  at  all,  ‘ •' 
What  advantage  does  a ftate 
«pc(ft  to  receive  from  a mint  1 
There  are  but  two  advantages 
they  can  poftlbly  have  in  idea; 
Either  an  incrcafe  of  the  cir- 

mi 


a Mint  it^  Jihode  IJland..^) 

dilating  l^ecie,.  or  the  prefer-t,  ^ 
vation  pi  ^ the  purity  of  the  \ 
coin.  ^ I 

If  people  have  in  view  the 
firft  advantage,  the  incireafe  of  ; 
the,  quantity  of  money, 
betray  great  ignorance  of,  the 
nature  of  a medium  of  trade  • ■ 
whatever  extraordinary  fuma 
of  fpecie  are  thrqwia  into  cir- 
culation in  a particular  ftate  " 
the  rhediuni  will  not  be  aug- 
mented. Ir  will  leave  the  ^te, 
fpread  itfelf  among  the  'neigh-r 
bouring  ftates,  and,  forna  m ' 

, equilibrium.  If  ah  extr'apr^-  ' 
nary  quantity  of  fpecie  were 
coined  for  the  united  ftatps^  it , 
would  leave  the  cppntry,.an4 
form  an  equilibrium  thic^ 

rnedium  of  thofe  cnm^^y^| 
countries  which  jire 
with  us.  Nothjng  can  be'mprq 
abfurd  than  the  idea  of  im 
ing  a paper  medium!  Jijt 
ney  albnp,  ^pd 
ways  be'pjnqugh  iq 
cial  pountfy. 

pjoduftiy?  mduftiy  qatv^jp’ 
the  ftteam  of  rapqcy  ^ 
countiy : and,  when  die  quauir! 
tity  is  increlfed  'tDVrtq^. 
degree,  it  yfij/  -depteci^tij^ 
wac  is  ^e  price  of  gop  Jg 
nfe.  Mpney,  with  rdpcdtte.'aj 
fiate,  i?  npj;  propefty,' 
teprefenmtiye  of  prpgertg:^t 
makes  little  or.  no  Bc^ 

what  fum  of  mpgey  i$  in.qijr, 
qulation-in  the  world,  JLct.^.e- 
quantity,  be,  what 
will  always  reprefejj^- ^ 
property  76p,u2hB;a 

•te  T.\j^iy^red  jnill^ 
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3 la  On  the  Ejlablijhmcnt  of 

continental  currency  reprc- 
fentcd  the  commercial  proper- 
ty of  the  united  ftates.  Then 
wheat  was  from  feventy  to  one 
hundred  dollars  a buflicl.  Now, 
about  five,  fix,  or  perhaps  fc- 
ven  millions  of  fpccie  reorc- 
fents  the  commercial  property, 
and  wheat  bears  a low  price. 
Let  one  million  of  dollars  re- 
prefent  the  property,  and  the 
price  of  produce  will  fall  pro- 
portiofiably.  (The  quantity  of 
produce  being  the  fame.  ) 

• But  whatever  attempts  legif- 
latures  may  make,  to  create  a 
medium,  the  quantity  in  cir- 
culation will  depend  on  the 
produce  which  this  country 
affords  in  marker.  When  peo- 
ple want  money  ' more  than 
goods,  they  will  import  it;  as 
is  now  the  cafe,  in  Bates 
which  have  not  made  paper 
bills;  thofe  dates  have  jud  as 
ifiuch  medium  in  cadi,  as  the 
T others  have  in  cadi  and  paper. 
The  medium  is  fo‘ adjuded, 
that, each  daVe  has  its  due  pro- 
portion, according  to"  its  pro- 
duce hnd  bufinels.  This  is 
‘proved  to  ^^'the‘  convi6tion 
■ of  people  acouainted-  with 
the  bufinefs  or  the  different 
dates.  ’ The  difeovery  of  gold 
or  diver  mines  would  be  the 
greated  curfe  that  could  befall 
this  country.  There  is  money 
enough  in  the  world ; and  eve- 
^j«j;ipiT,WiH  have  as  much  as 
^ the  rpOTdry  of  its  inhabitants 
.•^in  procure.  And  money  ob- 
(teihed  in  any  other  way,  will 
mot. day  in  a country — it  only 

'9s 


a Mint  in  Rhode 

II  , ’ 

enables  a people  to  in' 
tliemfelves  deeper  in  debt ^ 


he  other  advantage  expec- 
ted from  a mint,  the  prefervjt^ 
on  of  the  purity  of  coin,  fhoiild* 
not  be  local.  The  mint  of  the 
united  datc|  will  bed  anfwen 
thispurpofe.  This  is  a valua-^ 
ble  purpofe  of  a mint ; but 
there  is  no  occafion  for  rhore.; 
than  one.  We  want  to  annihi 
late  all  didinetions  of  money.( 
1 here  Ihould  be  but  one  cur- 
rency for  the  whole  union. 
The  coin  diould  all  be  of  uni- 
form denominations,  and  of 
the  fame  alloy.  Itdiouldbea? 
currency  for  the  continenc.! 
Why  therefore  the  plan  of  date* 
mints  ? if  the  coins  of  the  dif-,^ 
ferent  dates  are  not  precifelyf 
alike,  they  will  help  to  keep^. 
alive  the  jealoufies  of  the^ 
dates,  and  embarrafs  trade. 
And  if  the  coins  are  to  be  all 
alike,  what  necedity  of  diffe- 
rent mints  : is  there  not  more' 
danger  of  deception  among  z' 
number,  than  in  one?  is  not 
the  expence  greater  ? ed  ‘ ' * 
I pray  God,  that  fuch  local 
ideas  may  be  obliterated — that 
congrefs  may  be  enabled  to  re- 
gulate the  coin  and'render  it  a 
uniform  currency-^thac  .date 
currencies  of  bills  m ayTbe'tfeq 
droyed,  and  none‘~Mitfe'd  but 
under  the  authority  of  con- 
grefs, that  papety  if  we  mud 
be  harraded  with  it,  may  have 
a general  circulation!!  ft  js  im- 
podlble  to  be  a flourifhiri^  and 
nappy  people,  withoufa  fingle 
power  over  thewh’^^^ig  per- 
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ty  advantages  that  thc,ftatcs 
attempt  to  obtain  by  their  in- 
dividual fovercignty,  arc  all 
loft,  becaufe  the  rtruggle  is  mu- 
tual. I was  a warni  friend  to  the 
revolution,  and  it  is  mortifying 
to  fee  the  dates  fo  blind  to 
their  own  intcreft,  as  to  oppofe 
the  ends  which  that  event 
might  anfvver.  Convidion  is 
wrought  in  a gradual  manner: 
but,  fiowcvcr  ftoW  itsprogrefs, 
time  and  neceftity  muft  even- 
tually open  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple. A compulfory  power  muft 
exift  fomewhere,  and  it  js  pro- 
bable the  people  will  create  it ; 
if  they  do  not,  it  will  certainly 
create  irfcif. 

NESTOR. 
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Rhode  Island  Tokens  to  America, 
this  cate,  the  series  was  consioe 
oe  extremely  rare,  one  example  of 
mon  type  (orass)  having  oeen  auct 
1864  for  $40 1 

This  state.ment,  and  the  previous  information 
t.his  article,  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that 
a product  of  Holland. 
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Albion  Cox  and  John  Harper 

Gleanings  From  the  Birmingham  and  Sheffield  Archives 

by 

Michael  Hodder 


Through  the  kindness  of  a friend  in  Birmingham,  England,  who  is 
working  on  a history  of  the  Sheffield  silver-plating  industry,  I 
have  learned  some  new  and  interesting  facts  about  Albion  Cox  and 
John  Harper.  Research  on  these  two  men  is  ongoing  and  more 
information  may  emerge  in  the  future.  In  the  meantime  I would 
like  to  share  the  following. 

Albion  Cox  is  a familiar  name  to  collectors  of  large  cents.  He 
was  the  U.S.  Mint's  chief  assayer  from  February  28,  1793  until 
his  death  late  in  November,  1795.  Collectors  of  New  Jersey 
coppers  know  him  as  one  of  the  three  contractors  who  engaged  to 
strike  coins  for  the  state  from  1786  to  1788.  Collectors  of  early 
silver  dollars  remember  him  for  recommending  the  standard  for 
silver  be  raised  to  a technically  illegal  900  fine,  in  place  of 
Congress'  legislated  892.43  fineness. 

Over  the  years  Cox  has  gained  a reputation  in  early  American 
numismatic  history  for  being  a deadbeat  who  fled  the  country  in 
1788  to  avoid  debts  he  owed  his  partners  in  the  New  Jersey 
coinage  business.  After  his  return  in  1793  Cox  is  believed  to 
have  been  so  incompetent  a chief  assayer  that  his  estate  was 
charged  by  the  Mint  with  nearly  $1,000  due  to  mismanagement.  His 
suggestion  that  silver  coins  would  blacken  if  minted  at  the 
Congressional  standard  is  taken  as  further  evidence  of  his 
ineptitude  as  an  assayer.  The  true  story  about  Cox  is  a little 
more  complex  than  this,  however. 

In  the  first  instance,  that  Cox  fled  America  in  1788  to  avoid 
paying  his  creditors,  the  charge  is  part  truth,  part  fiction.  Cox 
did  return  to  England  without  settling  his  debts.  However,  he  did 
not  leave  until  sometime  after  September,  1790.  The  debts  that 
originally  landed  him  in  jail  for  non-payment  appear  to  have  been 
either  liguidated  or  forgiven  because  the  suit  against  Cox  for 
their  recovery  had  been  dropped  in  1788.  Other  debts  still  were 
unpaid  but  Cox's  leaving  the  country  was  not  illegal  since  no 
writ  prohibited  him  from  doing  so  if  he  wished.  When  he  returned 
to  America  he  set  up  an  installment  payment  plan  with  the  ex- 
sheriff of  Essex  County,  New  Jersey  and  faithfully  made  his 
quarterly  payments  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  It  is  probable 
that  Thomas  Pinckney,  who  hired  him  for  the  Mint,  insisted  that 
Cox  make  arrangements  for  settling  his  American  debts  as  a 
prerequisite  for  employment. 
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In  the  second  instance,  that  Cox  was  an  inexperienced  assayer, 
the  charge  is  entirely  fiction.  In  the  1760's  Albion  Cox  was 
apprenticed  to  his  uncle  Robert  Albion  Cox,  a silver  refiner  in 
Little  Britain  (off  Aldersgate,  London).  Robert  Cox  was  a major 
supplier  of  silver  bullion  to  the  Sheffield  plating  industry 
through  the  1770's  until  1786.  By  the  latter  date  John  Read's 
local  competing  Sheffield  refining  company  completely  eclipsed 
Robert's  sales.  For  example,  in  1777  the  Sheffield  silver  plating 
firm  of  Fenton  & Creswick  bought  £2,323  of  bullion  from  Robert 
Cox  and  £677  worth  from  Read.  Ten  years  later  Cox  supplied  only 
£61  while  Read  had  sold  Fenton  & Creswick  £700  worth.  By  1788 
Robert  Cox  was  no  longer  supplying  silver  bullion  to  Fenton  & 
Creswick . 

By  the  early  1770 's  Albion  Cox  had  set  himself  up  as  a freelance 
silver  refiner  and  assayer.  He  may  have  had  a hand  in 
establishing  John  Hoyland's  silver  refinery  in  Sheffield,  which 
also  had  a rolling  mill  and  silver  manufactory  nearby.  Early  in 
1773  Albion  Cox  was  sent  to  London  by  the  Sheffield  and 
Birmingham  silver  refiners  and  manufacturers  as  one  of  two 
representatives  to  testify  before  Parliament.  Both  Sheffield's 
and  Birmingham's  silvermakers  wanted  the  government  to  establish 
official  assay  offices  in  their  cities.  These  assay  offices  would 
oversee  the  work  of  their  members,  approve  and  register 
hallmarks,  and  generally  act  as  self-regulating  organizations 
like  Goldsmith's  Hall  in  London  already  did. 

Albion  Cox  travelled  to  London  in  April,  1773,  probably  in  the 
company  of  William  Hancock,  who  was  the  other  Sheffield 
representative  appointed  to  testify.  Hancock  may  have  been 
related  to  Joseph  Hancock,  whose  application  of  Thomas 
Boulsover's  silver  plating  process  earned  him  the  title  of 
founder  of  Sheffield  plate.  William  Hancock  probably  was  not 
related  to  the  John  Hancock  of  the  1791-1792  Washington/eagle  and 
Roman  Head  cents,  however.  Cox's  expenses  for  his  trip  totalled 
£20/4/10d.  He  was  paid  by  Matthew  Boulton,  himself. 

In  his  testimony  before  a parliamentary  committee  Cox  attacked 
the  honesty  of  London's  silversmiths.  He  produced  silver  boxes, 
spoons,  and  "assay  bits"  (small  pieces  of  silver  with  hallmarks 
on  them,  used  for  bringing  other  silver  up  to  sterling  fineness). 
The  exhibits  all  bore  London  Goldsmith's  Hall  assay  marks  but  Cox 
stated  that  they  were  all  below  sterling  fineness.  He  testified 
that  "...he  had  more  than  Two  Hundred  Customers  in  Town  [i.e., 
London]  and  Country..."  all  of  whom  were  satisfied  with  his 
silverware.  He  also  stated  that  he  told  the  local  Sheffield 
assayers  that  their  silver  was  finer  than  the  "sterling"  silver 
being  sold  by  members  of  London's  Goldsmith's  Hall  and  that  on 
hearing  this  the  Sheffield  assayers  reduced  the  fineness  of  their 
products  to  the  London  level  (the  difference,  of  course,  becoming 
additional  profit  for  the  Sheffield  assayers!)  When  asked  about 
his  own  skill  as  a refiner  and  assayer,  Cox  replied  that  he  could 


-81- 


XXVII/155 


i 


detect  alloy  in  silver  to  a quarter  of  a grain  and  that  the 
silver  he  sold  to  manufacturers  did  not  vary  in  fineness  more 
than  half  a pennyweight  in  the  pound. 

Parliament  heard  its  committee's  report  on  April  29,  1773.  Cox's 
testimony  was  pursuasive,  for  Sheffield's  silver  refiners, 
assayers,  and  manufacturers  were  authorized  to  establish  their 
own  local  assay  office  shortly  thereafter.  Albion  Cox  was  chosen 
as  one  of  the  original  Guardians  of  the  Sheffield  Assay  Office 
and  attended  its  inaugural  meeting  on  July  5,  1773.  He  could  have 
asked  for  the  position  of  Assay  Master  but  didn't,  probably 
because  the  annual  salary  was  set  at  only  £80.  Instead,  his 
friend  Daniel  Bradbury  was  elected  Assay  Master. 

Early  in  1774  Cox  resigned  from  his  Guardianship  and  left 
Sheffield.  He  may  have  moved  back  to  London,  where  a relative 
(probably  an  uncle),  William  Cox,  operated  a thriving  goldsmith's 
and  jewelry  firm  at  61  St.  Paul's  Churchyard.  It  is  probable  that 
Cox  joined  his  uncle's  firm  and  worked  together  with  him  for  a 
time.  Nine  years  later  Cox  emigrated  to  New  York  City  owing 
William  more  than  £11,000.  This  debt  landed  Albion  in  Newark  Jail 
late  in  1787  (not  the  summer  of  that  year),  but  William  appears 
to  have  forgiven  it  for  he  did  not  pursue  his  suit  against  his 
nephew  any  further. 

Albion  Cox's  role  in  the  New  Jersey  copper  coinage  was  probably 
that  of  assayer,  although  at  the  time  his  practical  skills  lay 
with  silver  rather  than  copper.  When  Thomas  Pinckney  wrote  to 
Jefferson  early  in  1793  saying  that  Albion  Cox  had  been 
recommended  as  an  assayer  for  the  Mint,  and  that  after  enquiries 
Cox's  skill  had  been  established,  Pinckney  was  not  exaggerating. 
Personality  aside,  Cox  was  a skilled  silver  assayer  and  refiner, 
had  hands-on  experience  with  copper  working  from  his  days  at  the 
Rahway  Mint,  and  almost  certainly  had  gained  practical  experience 
in  gold  assaying  and  refining  from  his  uncle  William.  There  could 
have  been  few  candidates  to  rival  his  experience  who  also  needed 
a job  and  knew  what  to  expect  when  they  arrived  in  America. 

John  Harper 

John  Harper  is  one  of  the  mystery  men  from  the  Mint's  early 
history.  The  few  facts  known  about  him  have  become  the  stuff  of 
numismatic  legend,  however.  In  August,  1792  he  was  paid  $217.85 
by  the  Mint  for  presses,  castings,  and  cuttings.  On  May  23,  1794 
he  was  paid  $21.33  by  the  Mint  for  a pair  of  rollers  and  a large 
mortar.  In  late  1794  he  made  a press,  planchet  cutter,  and  dies 
and  struck  some  sample  coins  for  the  Mint;  Boudinot  later 
recovered  the  dies  Harper  had  used.  Some  time  late  in  1794  or 
early  the  next  year  Elias  Boudinot  offered  Harper  the  position  of 
assistant  coiner,  which  Harper  declined.  In  January,  1795  Albion 
Cox  identified  him  as  a saw  maker  in  Trenton  and  said  he  had 
"operated"  the  New  Jersey  coppers.  On  November  4,  1795  Harper 
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offered  to  forge  and  harden  all  dies  for  copper  cents  struck  at 
the  Mint. 

The  cellar  of  Harper's  saw-manufactory,  traditionally  placed  at 
6th  and  Cherry  Streets,  Philadelphia  (but  which  Cox  said  was 
located  near  the  iron  works  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey),  is  said  to 
have  been  where  the  1792  Getz  silver  Washington  pieces  were 
struck.  Adam  Eckfeldt  told  Jonas  McClintock  that  the  1792  half 
disme's  had  also  been  struck  in  Harper's  cellar.  The  dies  Harper 
made  late  in  1794  are  generally  believed  to  have  been  those  for 
the  1795  "Jefferson  Head"  cents.  Harper  is  said  to  have  been 
angling  for  a private  coinage  contract  from  the  government 
allowing  him  to  strike  all  copper  half  cents  and  cents,  instead 
of  the  Mint. 

In  August,  1785  the  English  parliament  passed  "An  Act  to  prohibit 
the  Exportation  to  foreign  Parts,  of  Tools  and  Utensils  made  use 
of  in  the  Iron  and  Steel  Manufactures  of  this  Kingdom;  and  to 
prevent  the  seducing  of  Artificers  or  Workmen,  employed  in  those 
Manufactures,  to  go  into  Parts  beyond  the  Seas."  Matthew  Boulton 
and  the  other  Birmingham  industrialists  supported  the  act  through 
parliament,  since  they  would  benefit  most  from  it.  This  was  the 
act  that  Philip  Parry  Price  Myddelton  fell  afoul  of  in  August, 
1796,  for  example.  Like  many  English  criminal  laws  of  the  time 
enforcement  was  largely  left  up  to  the  parties  interested  in  the 
law.  A provision  in  the  act  allowed  for  rewards  to  informants  on 
presenting  information  leading  to  an  arrest  and  conviction  for 
its  breach. 

Eight  years  after  passage  of  the  Non-Exportation  Act  John  Harper 
nearly  got  caught  in  its  entanglements.  On  January  11,  1793  one 
John  A.  Myears  of  Philadelphia  [probably  John  Myers,  silversmith 
active  1785-1804]  wrote  to  Matthew  Boulton  saying  that  John 
Harper  had  gone  to  England,  where  his  main  business  was,  and 
intended  to  travel  to  Sheffield  to  buy  "Saws  and  other  goods  and 
some  rolls  and  presses  which  he  means  to  inclose  in  the  middle  of 
his  packages  [a  smuggling  trick  to  fool  inspectors  by  hiding  the 
prohibited  goods  inside  f reely-exportable  ones]  and  to  bring  over 
J[ohn]  G.  Hancocks  [sic,  Myears  meant  to  write  Hancock]  with  him 
which  has  a brother  Richard  [sic,  Myears  meant  Robert]  here  in 
the  Plated  line  which  is  carried  on  very  extensively,  as  he  has 
got  a pair  of  large  rolls  from  England." 

Four  days  later  Myears  sent  another  letter  to  Boulton, 
elaborating  on  the  first.  He  mentioned  the  Non-Exportation  Act 
and  betrayed  his  motives  for  writing  to  Boulton  by  saying  that 
the  legislation  "...hath  inflicted  a penalty  on  the  offender,  for 
the  use  of  the  informer...".  Clearly,  Myears  wanted  the  reward 
for  informing  on  Harper.  Perhaps  he  and  Harper  were  business 
rivals . 
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Myears  went  on  to  write  that  John  Harper  was  then  50  years  old 
and  had  worked  for  Thomas  Gill  of  Birmingham  before  emigrating  to 
America.  Myears  said  that  Harper  had  gone  to  Birmingham  and 
Sheffield  "...to  purchase  hardware  and  a few  small  presses  and  a 
pair  or  two  of  Rolls  which  he  intends  to  enclose  in  the  middle  of 
his  packages:  but  his  principal  object,  is  to  bring  over  J.  G. 
Hancocks  who  would  be  the  most  useful  Mechanic  that  could  be 
brought  here,  as  such  a person  is  very  much  wanted  by  the  Mint 
and  to  encourage  the  Manufactories,  which  are  as  yet  in  their 
Infancy,  for  want  of  a good  die  sinker,  and  Engraver;  he  has  a 
brother  here,  Robert  Hancocks  of  Birmingham..."  . Myears 
concluded  his  letter  to  Boulton  by  saying  that  the  firm  of 
Crumpton  and  Co.  of  Philadelphia  have  a stamping  mill,  a press 
and  pair  of  rollers,  employ  eight  men,  and  make  the  white  metal 
buttons  for  the  "Continental  Army". 

These  letters  cast  Harper  in  a new  and  interesting  light.  We  now 
know  his  age  in  1793  and  something  of  his  trade  background. 
Myears'  letter  of  January  11  also  tells  us  that  Harper  maintained 
some  considerable  contacts  and  business  in  England.  We  also  know 
that  he  was  not  above  breaking  an  English  law  that  stood  in  his 
way  and  that  he  knew  at  least  one  common  smuggling  trick  to  get 
away  with  it.  More  importantly,  however,  it  seems  possible  that 
Harper  was  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Mint  when  he  travelled  to 
England  early  in  1793. 

The  "pair  or  two"  of  rollers  Harper  intended  to  smuggle  to 
America  could  well  have  been  the  ones  the  Mint  paid  him  $21.33 
for  in  May,  1794.  The  timing  is  exact  and,  while  coincidental,  is 
highly  suggestive.  Myears  says  that  Harper's  real  purpose  in 
going  to  England  was  to  bring  John  G.  Hancock  back  with  him. 
Myears  states  that  such  a man  was  "...very  much  wanted  by  the 
Mint...".  American  agents  had  been  shopping  for  Mint  talent  in 
England  and  France  for  years  earlier.  Jefferson  unsuccessfully 
tried  to  entice  Pierre  Droz  to  come  to  America  in  1791,  for 
example,  and  nearly  succeeded.  Hancock's  name  came  up  again  in 
March,  1793,  when  Thomas  Digges  wrote  to  Jefferson  that  Hancock 
was  the  die  sinker  responsible  for  the  1791  Washington  Large  and 
Small  Eagle  cents.  Digges  described  Hancock  as  "...one  of  the 
first  in  this  place  tho'  with  the  character  of  a dissapated 
man...".  He  went  on  to  write  that  one  of  Hancock's  co-workers, 
John  Jordan,  who  had  helped  execute  the  1791  cent  dies, 

"...wishes  much  to  go  to  America...". 

If  Harper  did  have  some  role  in  striking  the  1792  Getz  silver  and 
copper  pieces,  and  if  the  prototype  Getz  copied  from  was 
Hancock's  1791  cents,  then  Harper's  interest  in  Hancock  would 
flow  naturally  from  these  facts.  Digges  suggested  to  Jefferson 
that  Hancock's  identity  was  being  kept  a secret  but  he  may  only 
have  been  trying  to  impress  Jefferson  with  his  diligence.  Harper 
already  knew  enough  about  Hancock  to  want  him  for  the  Mint  three 
months  before  Digges  wrote  to  Jefferson. 
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Rather  than  being  a potential  competitor  to  the  Mint  later  in 
1794-95,  I suspect  that  John  Harper's  true  role  had  always  been 
that  of  an  independent  contractor  closely  allied  to  the  fledgling 
Mint,  one  who  worked  on  its  behalf  to  improve  many  aspects  of  its 
operations.  I don't  mean  to  suggest  that  Harper  was  an  altruistic 
Patriot.  There  must  have  been  a quid  pro  quo  involved,  partly  the 
money  Harper  was  paid  by  the  Mint  for  his  tools  and  improvements. 
There  may  also  have  been  a deeper  motivation  for  Harper's 
interest  in  the  Mint.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  found  in  the  close  ties 
between  the  early  Mint  and  some  of  the  personalities  earlier 
involved  in  the  New  Jersey  copper  coinage  business. 

Albion  Cox,  one  of  the  original  partners  in  the  1786  New  Jersey 
coinage  contract,  became  chief  assayer  to  the  Mint  in  1793.  John 
Harper,  who  I believe  was  the  Rahway  Mint's  coiner  and  mechanic, 
remained  a life-long  friend  of  Cox'.  Elias  Boudinot, 
Representative  from  New  Jersey,  had  helped  get  Cox  out  of  Newark 
Jail  in  January,  1788.  As  chairman  of  the  congressional  committee 
charged  with  investigating  the  Mint  Boudinot  received  Cox' 
recommendation  of  Harper  as  a "practical  man"  and  offered  Harper 
the  position  of  assistant  coiner.  In  1793-95  Cox,  Harper,  and 
Boudinot  were  all  friends  from  their  New  Jersey  days.  Who  better 
to  look  to  for  help  in  an  undertaking  than  a reliable  friend? 
Harper  smuggled  rollers  and  other  mint-needed  tools  out  of 
England  and  sold  them  to  the  Mint.  He  also  tried  to  get  John 
Hancock,  one  of  England's  most  skilled  die-engravers,  to  emigrate 
to  America  and  work  at  the  Mint.  If  Harper  had  been  caught  by 
English  customs  officers  he  would  have  landed  in  jail,  as 
Myddelton  did  three  years  later.  When  the  Mint  needed  another 
coining  press  Albion  Cox  remembered  the  Rahway  mint's  press, 
which  was  then  owned  by  Matthias  Ogden's  widow,  Hannah.  After 
some  negotiation,  probably  between  Cox  and  Hannah,  the  Mint 
bought  the  press  in  June,  1794  for  $47.44.  It  may  have  been  used 
to  coin  half  cents  and  large  cents  since  it  had  proven  itself  on 
New  Jersey  coppers,  earlier. 

I don't  believe  that  the  1795  "Jefferson  Head"  cents  were 
designed  and  struck  by  Harper.  The  argument  that  they  were  is 
purely  circumstantial  and  rests  on  supposition,  only.  I don't 
necessarily  accept  that  they  were  made  in  1795,  either.  The 
argument  from  their  heavy  weight  does  not  demand  a contemporary 
date  for  them.  Their  style  is  crude  compared  to  other  coins 
Harper  is  more  securely  connected  with:  the  early  New  Jersey  dies 
(Maris  13-J,  14-J,  and  18-J)  and  the  1792  Getz  pieces.  I suspect 
that  if  Harper  knew  enough  about  die  engraving  to  recognize  that 
John  Hancock  was  needed  at  the  Mint  he  would  not  have  made 
something  so  inept  as  the  1795  Jefferson  Heads.  Given  the  late 
rusted  states  seen  on  the  copper  1792  Getz  pieces  I prefer  to 
think  that  the  samples  Harper  struck  for  Boudinot  in  1794-95  were 
these,  and  not  the  Jefferson  Heads. 
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Albion  Cox's  numismatic  reputation  has  been  undeservedly  sullied  over  the  years.  This  should 
now  be  corrected.  He  was  a skilled  silver  and  copper  refiner  and  assayer  with  years  of 
practice  behind  him  and  the  earlier  approbation  of  his  Sheffield  peers.  His  reputation  had  been 
high  enough  to  win  him  the  confidence  of  his  industry  and  its  choice  as  their  representative 
before  Parliament.  Some  of  the  mystery  surrounding  John  Harper  is  now,  perhaps,  dispelled. 
He  emerges  from  the  Myears-Boulton  correspondence  as  more  closely  connected  to  the  early 
Mint  than  previously  suspected.  Both  men  contributed  significantly  to  getting  the  Mint  on  its 
feet. 


************* 
NEW  JERSEY  COPPERS  REPORT 


John  Griffee 


It  has  been  almost  a year  since  you  last  saw  an  update  on  the  Condition  Census  for 
the  six  New  Jersey  coppers  reported  in  1991  and  1992.  it's  about  time,  with  many  private 
sales  and  two  major  Bowers  and  Merena  auctions  - Frontenac,  November  1 991  and  Quartette 
(Henry  Garrett's  outstanding  collection  of  1 08  die  varieties  and  a total  of  1 54  coins)  March 
1992. 


The  six  coins  are  M41c,  M57n,  M473,  M71y  and  M35j  and  they  will  be  listed  in  this 

order. 


The  first  New  Jersey  copper  condition  census  list  I prepared  was  for  Maris  41c,  which 
appeared  in  the  September  15,  1990  edition  of  P-W.  Based  on  historical  records,  this  coin 
was  known  as  R7  (3  - 1 2 pcs.).  Bowers  and  Merena  have  reduced  the  rarity  factor  for  this 
coin  to  an  R6  (13  - 30  pcs.)  in  their  recent  catalogs.  But,  because  of  the  number  of  coins 
reported  (34),  while  the  coin  is  still  very  rare,  it  should  correctly  be  called  an  R5  (31  - 75 
pcs.). 


Condition  Census  for  41c 


1. 

AU55 

Bill  Anton 

2. 

AU55 

Bill  Anton 

3. 

EF 

Bill  Anton 

4. 

EF 

L.I.,  N.Y.  collector;  Stack's,  Foreman,  May  1989,  Lot  1389 

5. 

VF30 

N.Y.  collector  #3,  B & M,  Norweb,  Oct.  1987,  Lot  1345;  New 
Netherlands,  June  1955;  Dr.  Hall,  Lot  613;  Brand 

6. 

VF25 

Noted  Western  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate;  Brand;  Hall;  Lyman  Low; 
Ryder  (1923) 

7. 

VF 

Bill  Anton 

8. 

VF30  / FI  2 

Tony  Terranova;  B & M,  Taylor,  March  1987,  Lot  2221 

9. 

F12A/F20 

Peter  Scherff;  B & M,  Saccone,  Nov.  1 989,  Lot  1 608;  Stack's,  Bareford, 
May  1984,  Lot  163;  Schulman,  Spiro,  March  1955,  Lot  1528 

10. 

F + 

Rochester,  N.Y.  collector 

11. 

F 

Richard  August 

12. 

F 

American  Numismatic  Society;  Henry  Grunthal  (1945);  Prescott  Beach 

13. 

F 

Canton,  Ohio  collector 

14. 

F 

Tom  Rinaldo 

15. 

VG  / F 

John  Griffee;  Richard  August 
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16. 

VG 

Michael  D.  Michel,  California;  Rosa  Americana,  Aug.  1990 

17. 

VG 

Northeastern  collector;  FUN  Auction,  January  1981. 

18. 

VG  / G 

Medina,  N.Y.  collector 

19. 

G / VG 

Keesville,  N.Y.  collector 

20. 

G to  VG 

B & R,  Garrett,  Oct.  1980,  Lot  1438 

21 . 

G6  / VG8 

Tom  Rinaldo;  B & M,  Quartette,  March  1992,  Lot  1375;  H.  Garrett 

22. 

G6  / VG8 

B & M,  Quartette,  March  1992,  Lot  1374;  H.  Garrett 

23. 

VG8  / AG 

B & M,  Taylor,  March  1987,  Lot  2222;  Homer  K.  Downing  collection 

24. 

G6 

NASCA,  Kessler,  April  1981,  Lot  2292 

25. 

G 

New  Jersey  collector;  Jeff  Rock 

26. 

G 

New  England  Rare  Coin  Galleries,  January  1982,  Lot  12 

27. 

G / AG 

E.A.N.  Fixed  Price  List,  June  1989,  Lot  31 

28. 

AG  / G 

Stack's,  May  1982,  part  of  Lot  1 19 

29. 

AG 

Stack's,  Foreman,  May  1989,  Lot  1390 

30. 

AG 

B & M,  Sheer,  June  1984,  Lot  3203 

31. 

Fair 

Stack's,  June  1975,  Lot  1 12 

32. 

Fair 

Stack's,  June  1 975,  Lot  1 1 3 

33. 

Fair 

N.J.  Historical  Society,  March  1927;  bequest  of  Frederick  A.  Canfield, 
Dover,  N.J. 

34. 

7 

N.Y.  collector  #5 

You  will  note  that  the  above  41c  list  is  missing  the  current  owner  for  coins  number  8, 
20  - 24,  and  26  - 32.  If  you  now  own  one  (or  more)  of  these  missing  coins,  please  send  me 
the  information  or  see  me  at  the  EAC  convention  in  Dallas. 


* * 


« 


The  rarity  factor  of  R7  (3  - 1 2 pcs.)  for  Maris  57n  seemed  to  be  on  shaky  ground  when 
I prepared  the  first  condition  census  (Nov.  15,1 990  P-W).  when  it  showed  exactly  1 2 coins. 
If  you  have  been  noting  the  updates  in  subsequent  reports,  and  see  the  new  total  of  1 5 coins 
in  the  current  census,  I believe  you  will  agree  that  R7  does  not  fit  --  R6  should  be  the  new 
rating. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 


Condition  Census  for  57n 

EF  Richard  August 

VF  / EF  Bill  Anton;  Richard  August 

VF  Bill  Anton;  Maris  plate  coin 

VF15  to  VF20  N.Y.  collector  #3;  B & M,  Quartette,  March  1992,  Lot  1415; 

Henry  Garrett 

F to  VF  Bill  Anton;  JHU;  B & R,  Garrett,  Oct.  1980,  Lot  1456;  Henkels,  Maris, 
June  1 886,  Lot  459 

F Bill  Anton;  Metuchen,  N.J.  collector;  Richard  August 

FI  5 B & M,  Frontenac,  Nov.  1991,  Lot  204;  Lyman  Low's  169'*’  Sale, 

Wagner,  Nov.  1912,  Lot  313 

VG  Noted  Wester  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate;  Lyman  Low 

VG  (3  holes)  John  Griffee;  Stack's,  Foreman,  May  1989,  Lot  1422;  Stack's, 
Oechsner,  Lot  1301;  Schulman,  Spiro,  March  1955,  Lot  1575 
VG  California  collector 

VF  New  York  City  collector 

G / VG  (2  holes)  Location  unknown;  Mass  collector  / dealer,  1 988 
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13.  AG  / G (1  hole) 


New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  March  1 927;  bequest  of  Frederick 
A.  Canfield,  Dover,  N.J. 

14.  AG  / G (1  hole)  John  Lorenzo;  B & M,  Saccone,  Nov.  1989,  Lot  1633 

15.  VG  Northeastern  collector 

If  the  new  owner  of  the  Frontenac  coin  would  come  forward,  it  would  make  this 
census  complete  (except  for  any  still  to  be  discovered). 


* 


* 


As  I reported  in  the  Jan.  15,  1991  issue  of  P-W.  the  Maris  47e  is  another  example  of 
an  R7  biting  the  dust.  With  27  examples  on  the  following  condition  census,  it  appears  to  be 
a low  R6. 

It  would  be  a great  help  to  the  census  if  the  owners  of  coins  from  the  following 
auctions  would  advise  this  writer:  Harmer  Rooke,  Nov.  1969,  Lot  209;  Stack's,  June  1972, 
Lot  125;  B & M,  Cole,  Jan.  1986,  Lot  1233;  and  Stack's,  Foreman,  May  1989,  Lot  1400. 

Condition  Census  for  47e 


1. 

AU 

Bill  Anton;  Richard  Picker  1962 

2. 

VF 

Bill  Anton 

3. 

VF 

Bill  Anton 

4. 

VF 

Scott  Barnes 

5. 

VF 

Bruce  Kesse;  Jeff  Rock;  Peter  Boisvert 

6. 

VF 

Mass,  collector  #1 

7. 

VF30 

Mark  Kleiman:  B & M,  Norweb,  Oct.  1987,  Lot  1351 

8. 

VF30 

N.J.  Historical  Society,  March  1927;  bequest  of  Frederick  A.  Canfield, 
Dover,  N.J. 

9. 

VF25 

B & M,  Quartette,  March  1992,  Lot  1392;  Henry  Garrett;  B & R, 
Garrett,  Octo.  1980,  Lot  14444;  Henkels,  Maris,  June  1886,  Lot  443 

10. 

F / VF 

Richard  August,  Bob  Vlack 

11. 

F / VF 

Stack's,  Foreman,  May  1989,  Lot  1400 

12. 

F / VF 

Noted  Western  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate 

13. 

F15 

Noted  Western  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate 

14. 

F15 

Noted  Western  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate 

15. 

F15 

B & M,  Quartette,  March  1992,  Lot  1393;  Henry  Garrett 

16. 

F 

New  Jersey  collector  #1 

17. 

F 

New  Jersey  collector  #2 

18. 

F 

New  Jersey  collector  #3 

19. 

VG  to  F 

B & M,  Cole,  Jan.  1986,  Lot  1233 

20. 

VG  to  F 

ANS;  Henry  Grunthal  (1945);  Prescott  Beach 

21. 

VG 

Steve  Tanenbaum 

22. 

VG8 

Peter  Scherff;  B & M,  Saccone,  Nov.  1989,  Lot  1618;  B & M,  Taylor, 
March  1987,  Lot  2233;  Pine  Tree  / EAC,  March  1976,  Lot  2047 

23. 

VG 

Stack's,  June  1975,  Lot  77 

24. 

VG 

Northeastern  collector;  Stack's,  Robison,  May  1982,  Lot  77;  New 
Netherlands 

25. 

VG 

Conn.  State  Library 

26. 

G to  VG 

Harmer,  Rooke,  Nov.  1969,  Lot  209 

27. 

G 

John  Griffee;  Mike  Ringo 

* * * 
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Maris  40b  is  another  die  variety  where  even  Bower  & Merena  have  reduced  the  rarity 
factor  due  to  the  number  of  examples  coming  on  the  market.  In  the  1980  Garrett  sale,  the 
40b  was  reported  as  an  R7  but  the  most  recent  B & M sales  (Saccone,  Frontenac,  and 
Quartette)  say  R6.  In  the  condition  census  below,  you  will  find  34  coins  listed  --  four  coins 
over  the  limit  for  R6,  pushing  it  into  the  R5  category. 

Allowing  for  the  possibility  of  duplication,  there  are  nine  auction  house  coins  where 
grades  could  have  been  changed  resulting  in  a duplication  on  the  census  list;  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  a good  possibility  of  new  examples  coming  on  the  market.  So  overall,  I say  call 
it  what  the  record  shows  --  R5. 


1 . 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

1 1 . 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 


Condition  Census  for  40b 


AU  Bill  Anton;  Mayor  of  Boston 

EF  Bill  Anton 

EF  Bill  Anton 

EF  (damaged)  Unknown  owner:  sold  by  Henry  Garrett 

VF  Noted  Western  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate 

VF  B & M,  Sheer,  June  1984,  Lot  3202 

VF  Harmer,  Rooke,  Nov.  1969,  Lot  229 

VF  Bill  Anton  III 

VF20  - 25  B & M,  Frontenac,  Nov.  1991,  Lot  170;  Boyd;  Ryder;  Chapman,  John 
G.  Mills,  April  27,  1904,  Lot  435 

VF20  (damaged)  B & M,  Quartette,  March  1992,  Lot  1373;  Henry  Garrett; 

Schulman,  Spiro,  March  1955;  Lot  1527 
New  Jersey  collector  #1 
Bruce  Kesse 

New  Jersey  collector  #2 
Steve  Tanenbaum;  Peter  Boisvert 
) Schulman,  Spiro,  Nov.  1955,  Lot  1526 
Schulman,  Spiro,  Nov.  1955,  Lot  1526 

(Qver  Conn.)  Stack's,  Bareford,  May  1984,  Lot  162;  Hall;  Brand  via  New 
Netherlands,  1951 
John  Griffee;  Mike  Ringo 

(holed)  B & M,  Saccone,  Nov.  1989,  Lot  1607 
New  Jersey  collector  #3 
F (Qver  Irish  Vi  penny)  Bill  Anton 
F15  / G4  Peter  Scherff 

VG  (Qver  Conn.)  N.Y.  Coin  & Stamp  Co.,  Parmelee,  June  1890,  Lot  413 

VG  (Qver  Conn.)  Stack's,  Qechsner,  Sept.  1988,  Lot  1282;  Empire  Coin 

VG  Stack's,  Foreman,  May  1988,  Lot  1388;  B & M,  Taylor,  March  1987 

Lot  2220 
Richard  August 

Scott  Barnes;  Richard  August;  NASCA,  Kessler,  April  1981,  Lot  2291 
N.J.  Historical  Society,  March  1927;  bequest  of  Frederick  Canfield, 
Dover,  N.J. 

Northeastern  collector;  Virginia  Beach,  VA  coin  dealer 
New  York  collector  #4 
Conn.  State  Library 
G (damaged)  Stack's,  Robinson,  May  1982,  part  of  Lot  122 
? ANS 

? ANS 


F to  VF 
F + 

F + 

F12 

F (Qver  Conn 
F 
F 

F 
F 
F 


VG 

VG 

VG 

VG 

G 

G 
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I always  thought  the  Colonial  war  hero,  New  Jersey  legislator,  and  state  coiner, 
Mathias  Ogden,  had  class.  His  war  record  was  excellent  and  we  certainly  give  him  full  credit, 
while  trustee  of  the  bankrupt  Rahway  mint,  of  tracking  down  the  crook,  Goadsby,  and 
reclaiming  all  the  stolen  dies,  press,  and  equipment.  ' 

Still,  it  is  a well-known  fact  that  the  words  "quality  control"  were  not  in  the  vocabulary 
of  the  state  coiners.  And  Mathias  Ogden's  mint,  in  a barn  back  of  his  house  on  Water  Street, 
in  Elizabeth  Town  (Elizabeth,  N.J.),  must  have  been  a sorry  affair,  indeed,  judging  by  the 
quality  of  most  of  the  surviving  examples  of  the  die  variety,  71y.  Not  only  are  they 
overstruck  on  other  Colonial  coins  but  poorly  overstruck.  Michael  Hodder's  comments 
concerning  Lot  #1438  in  the  B & M Quartette  catalog  sums  it  up  pretty  well:  "How  the  N.J. 
coiners  could  think  that  anyone  would  have  accepted  this  as  a New  Jersey  copper  is  beyond 
explanation!" 

The  following  condition  census  for  71  y shows  23  examples,  of  which  only  two  are 
probably  decent  coins.  I call  the  variety  an  R6  (13  to  30  pcs.),  and  so  does  Bowers  and 
Merena. 


Condition  Census  for  71  y 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 


19. 

20. 
21. 


AU55  Bill  Anton 

VF  Bill  Anton 

VF  (Over  Conn.)  Noted  Western  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate;  Schulman,  Spiro, 

March  1 955,  Lot  1611 

VF35  (Over  British  Vi  penny)  Bill  Anton;  B & M.  Frontenac,  Nov.  1991,  Lot  228; 

Noted  Western  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate;  New 
Netherlands;  Schulman,  Spiro,  March  1955,  Lot 
1612;  Eaton  collection 

VF  (Over  2-71 A Machine  Mills  Richard  August 
VF  Midwest  dealer  - collector 

VF  (Over  Counterfeit  British  half  penny)  West  coast  collector;  Mark  Auerbach 
FI  5 B & M,  Quartette,  March  1992,  Lot  1437;  Henry  Garrett;  Stack's 

FI  2 (Over  1781  Irish  half  penny)  Peter  Scherff;  Mike  Ringo 

FI  2 (Over  Vermont)  B & M,  Frontenac,  Nov.  1991,  Lot  229;  Noted  Western  collector; 

F.C.C.  Boyd  estate 

F (Over  British  half  penny)  Bill  Anton;  B & R,  Garrett,  Oct.  1 980,  Lot  1 476;  Henkel's, 

Maris,  June  1886,  Lot  484 

F (Over  Conn.)  B & M,  Quartette,  March  1 992,  Lot  1 438;  Henry  Garrett;  NERCA, 

F.U.N.,  Jan.  1981,  Lot  4 

VG  - F (Over  ?)  Jeff  Rock,  Spring  1991  price  list;  Tom  Rinaldo 
VG  New  York  collector  #4 

G5  (Over  Conn.)  ANS;  Henry  Grunthal  (1945);  Prescott  Beach 
G5  ANS;  Henry  Grunthal  (1945);  Prescott  Beach 

G4  (Over  Conn.)  B & M,  Somerset,  May  1992,  Lot  374 

G4  (Over  Conn.)  Bruce  Kesse;  B & M,  Saccone,  Nov.  1989,  Lot  1651;  Stack's, 

Foreman,  May  1989,  Lot  1444;  B & M,  taylor,  March  1987,  Lot 
2276 

G N.J.  Historical  Society,  March  1927;  bequest  of  Frederick  A.  Canfield, 

Dover,  N.J. 

G New  Jersey  collector  #3 

Poor  (Over  Conn.)  Henkels,  Maris,  June  1886,  Lot  486 
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22.  Poor  N.J.  Historical  Society 

23.  ? (Pierced)  Henkels,  Maris,  June  1886,  Lot  485 


Henry  Garrett  owned  two  examples  of  Maris  35j  and  although  both  were  graded  VG8, 
one  was  clearly  the  better  coin,  had  a Maris  - Garrett  - Taylor  pedigree,  and  brought  twice  the 
price  of  the  other  coin.  Previous  catalog  designations  have  shown  this  coin  to  be  R7  but  the 
B & M Quartette  sale  catalog  correctly  showed  these  coins  to  be  R6  (13  to  30  pcs.).  This 
sounds  accurate  to  me,  considering  the  24  35j's  listed  below.  There  are  quite  a number  of 
auction  coins  listed  where  the  current  owners  are  unknown.  Please  let  me  know  if  you  are 
one  of  the  lucky  owners. 


Condition  Census  for  35j 


1. 

EF  (Est.) 

Bill  Anton 

2. 

VF  (Est.) 

Bill  Anton 

3. 

VF 

N.J.  collector  #2;  Norman  Pullen 

4. 

VF 

Schulman,  Spiro,  March  1955,  Lot  1508 

5. 

F15 

B & M,  Frontenac,  Nov.  1991,  Lot  1 59;  Boyd;  Ryder;  Brand;  Hall  & Hays 

6. 

F 

George  Seifrit 

7. 

F (Est.) 

Bill  Anton 

8. 

VG  - F 

New  Hampshire  collector 

9. 

F12  / G6 

Peter  Scherff 

10. 

VG8  (Over  Conn.)  John  Griffee;  B & M,  Quartette,  March  1992,  Lot  1358;  Henry 

Garrett;  B & M,  Saccone,  Nov.  1 989,  Lot  1 595;  San  Diego,  Jan. 
1988,  Lot  447;  B & M,  Taylor,  March  1987,  Lot  2209;  B & R, 
Garrett,  Oct.  1980,  Lot  1430;  Henkels,  Maris,  June  1886,  Lot 
418 

11. 

VG8 

Steve  Tanenbaum 

12. 

VG8 

B & M,  Quartette,  March  1992,  Lot  1359;  Henry  Garrett;  Stack's, 
Robison,  May  1982,  Lot  75 

13. 

VG 

N.Y.  collector  UA 

14. 

VG 

Groves  collection 

15. 

VG 

B & M,  Oechsner,  Sept.  1988,  Lot  1276;  Richard  Picker 

16. 

VG 

Stack's,  Bareford,  May  1984,  Lot  151 

17. 

VG 

N.J.  Historical  Society,  March  1927;  bequest  of  Frederick  Canfield, 
Dover,  N.J. 

18. 

VG  / Fair  (Over  counterfeit  British  Vi  penny)  Stack's,  Picker,  Oct.  1984,  Lot  209 

19. 

Abt.  VG 

A.N.S.;  Henry  Grunthal,  1945 

20. 

G 

David  Bullowa,  Feb.  1958,  Lot  556 

21. 

Abt.  G 

Richard  August 

22. 

Abt.  G (Over 

34j)  Northeast  collector;  Stack's,  Foreman,  May  1989,  Lot  1379; 
Peter  Boisvert;  Richard  August;  B & M,  Sheer,  June  1894,  Lot 
3191 

23. 

Fair  / Poor 

Harmer,  Rooke,  Nov.  1969,  Lot  228 

24. 

Poor 

N.Y.  Coin,  Parmelee,  June  1890,  Lot  405 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  I continue  to  receive  letters  from  New  Jersey  copper 
collectors  with  lists  of  their  holdings  and,  in  most  cases,  authorization  to  use  their  names  on 
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future  condition  census  lists.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  I have  not  received  a single 
letter  disputing  the  findings  and  / or  ownership  of  any  coin  on  the  six  census  lists  completed. 
The  more  collectors  who  help  me  with  these  condition  census  reports,  the  more  accurate  they 
will  be.  And  even  more  important,  the  better  informed  you,  the  collector,  will  be. 

Send  me  your  New  Jersey  copper  list  (or  a revised  list  if  you  have  made  recent 
purchases)  with  grade  and  where  purchased  — known  dealers  and  auctions  with  names,  dates, 
and  lot  numbers.  Mail  information  to  John  Griffee,  946  General  Whiting  Blvd.,  Kure  Beach, 
N.C.  28449. 

If  you  have  been  thinking  about  starting  a collection  of  New  Jersey  coppers  and  / or 
St.  Patrick  half  pennies  and  farthings,  or  are  a beginner  collector,  let's  talk  about  this 
interesting  Colonial  era  of  copper  collecting  at  our  annual  convention  in  Dallas.  I will  be 
showing  my  two-case  N.J.  coppers  prize-winning  exhibit  (r*  place,  U.S.  Coins,  1992  F.U.N. 
Show;  plus  others)  and  will  bring  along  my  New  Jersey  Symposium  condition  census  book 
with  tentative  listings  and  pictures  for  all  Maris  varieties. 

See  you  in  Dallas! 


Fine  Ray  Die:  Meridian  sun  with  fine  rays  above  sundial  with  base.  Below  base  in  exergue, 
mind  your  on  top  line  with  BUSINESS  below.  Ornaments  before  and  after  MIND  and  YOUR 
and  before  BUSINESS.  FUGIO  to  left  and  1 787  to  right  of  sundial.  Cinquefoils  before  and 
after  FUGIO  and  date.  Cinquefoils:  Mil. 5,  H6.5,  H1 1.5,  HI  2.5.  In  exergue:  Center 

ornament  over  right  edge  of  I.  Top  of  I in  BUSINESS  is  low.  Base  of  E is  high. 

DIE  STATES 

17  (1)  Lot  6019  Kingswood  Galleries  5/90 

17(2)  Die  clash:  Lot  2448  NASCA  4/81 . 

17  (3)  Die  break:  Rim  at  225  degrees  between  F and  U in  Fugio  to  sundial. 

17  (4)  Die  clash:  With  Reverse  I. 

STRIKE  ORDER 


**»****»*»*** 


FUGIO  FILES  UPDATED,  PART  FIVE 
Michael  McLaughlin 


OBVERSE  17 


17  (1)  - S (3) 

- [BREAK] 


17  (1)  - S (6) 

- BREAK 


17  (3)  - I (3) 

- [CLASH] 


17(2)-S(4)  17(2)-WW(1) 

CLASH  - CLASH 


17  (4)  - I (4) 
CLASH  - CLASH 


17  (3)  - WW  (1) 


17  (1)  -S  (5)  BREAK  - 


17  (4)  - I (5) 

- FAILURE 


-BREAK 
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POPULATION  / CENSUS  / WEIGHTS 


17-1  Rarity  8:  IF. 

Weights  (Grains):  144.8 

17-WW  Rarity  7:  1 XF,  2F,  1 G,  1 AG. 

Weights  (Grains):  150.9 

SPECIMEN  BANK  (PLATES) 


17-1 

A.B.&M. 

11/88 

Lot  3547. 

17  - S 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2448. 

Pine  Tree 

10/75 

Lot  677. 

1/79 

Lot  132. 

J.  Lepczyk 

11/83 

Lot  121. 

A.B.&M. 

9/88 

Lot  3134. 

Kingswood 

Galleries  5/90 

Lot  6019 

E.A.N. 

1/91 

Lot  119. 

17  - WW 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2449. 

A.B.&M. 

11/88 

Lot  3550. 

COMMENTARY 

17-1 


An  extremely  rare  die  marriage  with  only  2 specimens  known. 
FINEST  KNOWN:  A.B.&M.  11/88  Lot  3547,  VF. 

17  - S 


The  most  numerous  of  the  obverse  17  varieties,  higher  grade  specimens  exist. 
FINEST  KNOWN:  Pine  Tree  10/75  Lot  677,  AU. 

17  - WW 

Another  extremely  rare  die  marriage  with  Obverse  17. 

FINEST  KNOWN:  A.B.&M.  11/88  Lot  3550,  XF. 

OBVERSE  18 


Fine  Ray  Die:  Meridian  sun  with  fine  rays  above  sundial  with  base.  Below  base  in  exergue 
MIND  YOUR  on  top  line  with  BUSINESS  Below.  Ornaments  before  and  after  MIND  and  YOUR, 
and  before  BUSINESS.  FUGIO  to  left  and  1 787  to  right  of  sundial.  Cinquefoils  before  and 
after  FUGIO  and  date.  Cinquefoils:  U12,  Ml  2,  U6,  H5.  O in  FUGIO  is  low  and  tilts  right. 
In  exergue:  Center  ornament  over  right  corner  of  I.  YOUR  is  closer  to  base  than  MIND.  Top 
of  N higher  than  D in  MIND.  Base  of  O in  YOUR  is  high.  I in  BUSINESS  is  high  and  tilts  right. 
Base  of  second  S is  high. 

DIE  STATES 

18  (1)  Lot  2452  NASCA  4/81. 

18  (2)  Die  clash:  With  reverse  U.  Lot  76  Stack's  2/77. 

18(3)  Die  clash:  With  reverse  U.  Lot  2451  NASCA  4/81 . 

18  (4)  Die  break:  Rim  at  200  degrees  radially  to  base.  Lot  987  Superior  10/78. 
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18  (5)  Die  failure:  Right  side  of  die  below  rays  to  just  right  of  letters  O and  E in 
exergue.  Lot  2450  NASCA  4/81 . 

STRIKE  ORDER 


18  (1)  - U (1) 

18  (3) 

18  (2)  - U (2) 

CLASH  - CLASH 

18  (3) 

18  (3)  - U (3) 

CLASH  - CLASH 

- X (2)  18(4)-H(2) 

- [BREAK]  BREAK  - 

- H (2)  18(5)-H(2) 

- [BREAK]  FAILURE  - 


POPULATION  / CENSUS  / WEIGHTS 

18 -H  Rarity  5:  1 AU,  1 4VF,  GF,  SVG,  7G. 

Weights  (Grains):  148.5,  136.7,  166.6,  138.7,  137.5. 

18 -U  Rarity  4:  1 AU,  2XF,  1 9VF,  6F,  9VG,  4G. 

Weights  (Grains):  156.9,  162.7,  146.9,  142.8,  166.7,  160.8. 

18 -X  Rarity  7:  1VF,  2F,  4VG. 

Weights  (Grains):  129.6. 

SPECIMEN  BANK  (PLATES) 


18  - H 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2450. 

Superior 

10/78 

Lot  987. 

A.B.&M. 

11/88 

Lot  3551 . 

Kingswood 

Galleries  5/90 

Lot  6020. 

18  - U 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2451 

Stack's 

2/77 

Lot  76. 

J.  Lepczyk 

9/83 

Lot  13. 

A.B.&M. 

9/88 

Lot  3135. 

11/88  Lot  3552. 

Kingswood  Galleries  5/90  Lot  6021. 
E.A.N.A.  10/91  Lot  268. 


18 -X  NASCA  4/81  Lot  2452. 

A.B.&M.  11/88  Lot  3553. 


COMMENTARY 


There  is  a die  chip  in  the  field  between  the  first  cinquefoil  and  the  dial  plate  as  on 
Norweb  III:  3552  and  3553,  but  not  used  as  a die  state  indicator.  The  die  chip,  along  with 
the  multiple  die  clashes,  may  have  been  lapped  from  the  die  prior  to  the  marriage  of  Obverse 
1 8 to  Reverse  H. 

18  - H 


A rare  variety,  but  met  with  occasionally.  The  last  die  state  rarer  than  the  others. 
FINEST  KNOWN:  E.A.N.  FPL,  AU. 

18  - U 


The  most  common  of  the  Obverse  18  marriages. 
FINEST  KNOWN:  E.A.N.  FPL,  AU. 
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18  - X 


An  extremely  rare  die  variety. 

FINEST  KNOWN:  A.B.&M.  11/88  Lot  3553,  VF. 

OBVERSE  19 

Fine  Ray  Die:  Meridian  sun  with  fine  rays  above  sundial  with  base.  Below  base  in  exergue, 
MIND  YOUR  on  top  line  and  BUSINESS  below.  Ornaments  before  and  after  MIND  and  YOUR, 
and  before  BUSINESS.  FUGIO  to  left  and  1787  to  right  of  sundial.  Cinquefoils  before  and 
after  FUGIO  and  date.  Cinquefoils:  Ml  1.5,  U6,  H1 1.5,  Ml.  Very  widely  spaced  date. 
Period  below  base  line  of  letters  in  FUGIO.  In  exergue:  Center  ornament  over  upright  of  N 
in  MIND  tilts  right  and  lower  right  corner  is  elongated.  SS  in  BUSINESS  is  high. 

DIE  STATES 

1 9 ( 1 ) Lot  2453  NASCA  4/8 1 . 

19  (2)  Die  clash:  With  Reverse  Z. 

19  (3)  Die  clash:  With  Reverse  Ml. 

19  (4)  Die  clash:  With  Reverse  Ml. 

STRIKE  ORDER 


19  (1)  - Z (1) 


19  (2)  - Z (4)  19  (3)  - Ml  (2) 

- FAILURE  CLASH  - CLASH 


19  (2)  - Z (2) 

CLASH  - CLASH  1 9 (2)  - SS  (1 ) 


19  (4)  - Ml  (3) 
CLASH  - CLASH 


19  (2)  - Z (3)  19  (2)  - Ml  (1) 

- BREAK 


POPULATION  / CENSUS  / WEIGHTS 


19 -Ml  Rarity  7:  1AU,  2VF,  2F,  2VG. 
Weights  (Grains):  167.5. 


19 -Z  Rarity  5:  1 XF,  1 2VF,  7F,  SVG,  2G. 

Weights  (Grains):  122.1,  170.3,  142.2,  146.7. 


19 -SS  Rarity  6:  2XF,  3VF,  5F,  SVG,  1G. 

Weights  (Grains):  163.1,  161.1,  162.2. 


SPECIMEN  BANK 


19  - Ml 


NASCA  4/81 

A.B.&M.  11/88 


Lot  2453. 
Lot  3554. 


19  - Z 


NASCA  4/81 

Kagin's  10/76 

9/78 

Stack's  5/76 


Lot  2455 
Lot  1251 
Lot  1766 
Lot  117. 
Lot  77. 
Lot  421. 
Lot  46. 
Lot  2045 
Lot  213. 


2/77 

12/83 

5/85 

4/88 

10/89 
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Bowers  & Ruddy  10/80 
A.B.&M.  11/88 

19 -SS  NASCA  4/81 

Kagin's  9/88 

11/88 

COMMENTARY 

A candidate  for  conflated  dies. 

19  - Ml 

An  extremely  rare  die  variety.  Dies  only  known  to  be  aligned  bookwise  (0  degrees). 
FINEST  KNOWN;  A.B.&M.  11/88  Lot  3554,  AU. 

19  - Z 


Lot  1505. 
Lot  3556. 

Lot  2454. 
Lot  3136. 
Lot  3555. 


The  most  common  of  the  Obverse  19  die  marriages.  Normal  die  alignment  (180 
degrees)  is  usual,  although  0 degrees  die  alignment  is  known  and  very  rare. 

FINEST  KNOWN:  Stack's  2/77  Lot  77,  XF. 

19  - SS 

A very  rare  die  pair,  only  known  aligned  bookwise. 

FINEST  KNOWN:  E.A.N.  FPL,  VF. 


Obverse  20 


Fine  Ray  Die:  Meridian  sun  with  fine  rays  above  sundial  with  base.  Below  base  in  exergue, 
mind  your  on  top  line  and  BUSINESS  below.  Ornaments  before  and  after  MIND  and  YOUR 
and  before  BUSINESS.  FUGIO  to  left  and  1 787  to  right  of  sundial.  Cinquefoils  before  and 
after  FUGIO  and  date.  Cinquefoils:  M6,  LI  2.5,  H6,  H5,  Bases  of  U and  I in  FUGIO  are  high. 
In  exergue:  Center  ornament  over  space  between  I and  N of  BUSINESS.  Base  of  I in  MIND 
is  low.  Base  of  first  S is  lower  than  base  of  I in  BUSINESS. 

DIE  STATES 

20(1)  Lot  2457  NASCA  4/81. 

20  (2)  Die  clash:  Lot  2456  NASCA  4/81. 

20  (3)  Die  break;  Rim  at  345  degrees  radially  into  center  of  left  rays.  Lot  2459 
NASCA  4/81 

20  (4)  Die  failure:  Affecting  area  right  of  I in  BUSINESS,  Y in  YOUR  and  extends  from 
sundial  base  to  rim.  Page  67  FUGIO  CENTS  - Kessler. 

STRIKE  ORDER 

20(1)-R(1)  20(3)-R(2)  20  (4)  - X (2) 

BREAK  - FAILURE  - 

20  (2)  - R (2)  20  (3)  - X (2) 

CLASH  - CLASH  - [BREAK] 

POPULATION  / CENSUS  / WEIGHTS 

20  - R Rarity  6:  5VF,  4F,  1 VG,  1 G. 

Weights  (Grains):  153.9,  141.3,  156.3. 
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20  - X 


Rarity  6:  4VF,  6F,  2G. 

Weights  (Grains):  149.2,  104.9,  136.8,  163.1. 
SPECIMEN  BANK  (PLATES) 


20  - R 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lots  2456,  2457,  2458 

Pine  Tree 

10/75 

Lot  681 . 

A.B.&M. 

11/88 

Lot  3557. 

20  - X 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2459. 

A.B.&M. 

11/88 

Lot  3558. 

COMMENTARY 
20  - R 


A very  rare  die  pair. 

FINEST  KNOWN:  NASCA  4/81  Lot  2456,  VF. 
20  - X 


Another  very  rare  die  marriage  with  Obverse  20.  The  20  (5)  state  much  less  freguently 
encountered  than  the  20  (4)  state. 

FINEST  KNOWN:  E.A.N.  FPL,  VF. 


****«»»****** 


DIE  STATES  OF  1807  SHELDON  - 271 
Fred  Iskra 


Scarred  Neck",  "Ghost  3",  "Mumps"  and  "Jefferson  Head"  were  all  descriptions  given 
to  large  cents  by  collectors  of  the  mid-nineteenth  century.  But  undoubtedly  the  most  well- 
known  term  which  came  from  this  period  is  the  one  used  to  describe  the  large  die  break 
variety  of  1807,  i.e.,  the  "Comet"  variety.  We  don't  really  know  how  this  term  began,  but 
I think  Q.  David  Bowers'  thoughts  on  this  variety  were  correct  in  identifying  its  origin.  He 
said,  "However,  the  fanciful  resemblance  to  a comet  fascinated  collectors  beginning  over  a 
century  ago,  and  the  Comet  variety  has  been  a mainstay  of  the  cent  series  ever  since. 
Around  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  comets  were  objects  of  admiration  and  awe. 
They  were  variously  said  to  portend  good  luck  or  evil.  Indeed,  the  Great  Plague  which 
devastated  London  during  the  1660s  was  attributed  to  the  passing  of  a comet!  In  1858, 
Donati's  Comet  thrilled  the  world,  and  it  may  have  been  shortly  after  that  time  that  the  Comet 
variety  received  its  name."^ 

1807  large  cents  even  then  were  of  prime  interest  to  collectors.  Another  possible 
reason  was  that  the  1 807  large  cent  had  three  distinct  varieties  which  were  readily  discernible 
without  the  aid  of  an  "eye  glass."  This  is  pertinent,  since  most  collectors  of  that  time  period 
collected  primarily  by  date  and  any  variety  had  to  be  readily  attributable  to  be  collected. 
These  three  distinct  varieties  were:  a normal  1 807,  an  1 807  / 6 overdate,  and  an  1 807  with 
"Comet"  die  break.  Everything  repeats  itself?  Probably,  since  I now  find  myself  collecting 
these  same  three  examples.  But,  I collect  in  more  detail.  My  interest  in  the  "Comet"  variety 
has  led  me  to  study  the  evolution  or  progression  of  the  die  which  produced  the  "Comet"  die 
break  (i.e..  Die  States).  What  I have  observed,  I have  found  interesting.  Since  this  hobby  has 
given  me  much  pleasure,  I would  like  to  give  something  back.  In  that  vein,  I would  like  to 
share  with  you  my  findings  and  opinions  on  the  S271  "Comet"  variety. 
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It  is  my  belief  that  this  variety  has  four  distinct  die  states.  This  is  contrary  to 
numerous  references  ^ ® commonly  used  by  collecting  community  which  have  listed  up  to  five 
die  states.  But,  there  is  one  reference  (Noyes'  Book  '^)  which  I have  found  to  be  excellent  in 
its  definition  of  S271  die  states  and  establishes  a good  solid  working  foundation.  But  I 
anguished  over  Bill's  definition  of  die  state  II,  since  I believe  it  encompasses  both  what  I 
would  consider  die  state  II  and  die  state  III.  My  goal,  as  you  read  my  findings,  is  for  you  to 
arrive  at  the  same  conclusion  as  I did.  I use(d)  Walter  Breen's  die  state  definition®  as  the  basis 
for  my  opinion  and  I believe  Bill  did  also.  Later,  I will  comment  on  what  I consider  the  key 
difference  between  our  interpretations  of  Walter's  definition. 

The  die  states  are: 

Die  State  I (S271a  - see  pictorial  A) 

Obverse:  There  is  no  trace  of  the  linear  flaws  anywhere  in  the 
fields  and  especially  in  the  area  of  the  "Comet"  break.  But  a 
triangular  die  break  on  the  back  of  the  head  and  just  above  the 
hair  knot  does  exist.  You  will  also  find  normally  four  (eight) 
clash  marks  (heavily  defined)  raising  upward  from  the  lower  rear 
hair  curl.  Two  or  three  very  light  clash  marks  are  seen  under 
chin  to  bust.  The  bust  drape  has  a tendency  to  be  weak  from  a 
minor  bulge.  Sheldon  diagnostics’'*  - the  one  is  blunted. 

Distance  between  "1"  and  "8"  is  larger  than  spacing  between 
the"8"  and  "0",  or  between  the  "0"  and  "7".  Curl  point  below 
inner  curve  of  "B". 

Reverse:  Bulge  on  the  bust  causes  a slight  sinking  of  "OF".  The 
left  ribbon  stem  has  small  sharp  point  while  right  stem  has  a 
blunted  rectangular  point,  both  are  engravers  scratches.  Inner 
left  bow  loop  found  intermittently  weak  at  junction  with  right 
bow  loop  due  to  strike.  Sheldon  diagnostics*'*  - PSL  under  left 
side  of  "D"  upright,  PHL  between  "E"  and  "S".  (Pictorial  A is  not 
accurate  as  to  these  details.) 

Comments  - I see  many  references  to  this  as  the  "Perfect"  die  state.  I cannot  agree 
unless  this  term  is  merely  used  to  identify  Die  State  I.  On  the  obverse  you  can  easily  see  a 
small  triangular  die  break  in  the  area  between  the  hair  knot  and  the  rear  of  the  head.  And, 
you  will  also  find  a "leaf"  clash  mark  (both  sides  of  the  leaf)  above  the  triangular  break. 
Hence,  this  cannot  be  a perfect  state.  The  sinking  on  the  reverse  is  easier  to  see  than  the 
bulge  on  the  obverse.  The  sinking  effect  on  "OF"  usually  has  the  "O"  sunken  more  so  than 
the  "F".  On  the  obverse,  the  corresponding  effect  is  a slight  blunting  of  the  bust  drape  folds. 
This  slight  reverse  sinking  lead  many  collectors  to  assume  S274  was  actually  this  variety  until 
Sheldon  identified  the  reverse  die  diagnostics  for  both  varieties.  I have  found  Sheldon's’"* 
observation  on  the  availability  of  Die  State  I to  be  correct.  I have  reviewed  a Noyes  photo” 
(21  263  - VF35)  and  studied  two  VF20  examples,  but  have  not  seen  any  with  a higher  grade. 
The  best  example  I've  seen  come  up  in  any  auction  has  been  a VG.1 0®.  Once  the  grade  drops 
below  this  level,  it  becomes  increasingly  more  difficult  to  be  sure  it  is  a die  state  I.  An 
example  of  this  is  Lot  397  in  Robinson  S.  Brown's  auction^  which  stated  "The  linear  die  flaws 
behind  the  head  are  practically  invisible  . . ."  If  you  see  any  evidence  of  a linear  flaw  behind 
the  head,  then  it  is  either  Die  State  II  or  later,  not  Die  State  I. 

Die  State  II  (S271b  - see  pictorial  B) 

Obverse:  The  key  for  this  die  state  is  actually  being  able  to  see 
the  shape  of  the  "Comet"  beginning  to  form.  The  full  outline  of 
the  "Comet"  rises  up  evenly  from  the  field  behind  the  head  and 
rim  and  is  flat.  All  linear  flaws  identified  by  Sheldon®  are  seen  in 
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various  levels  of  intensity.  Nominally  seen  flaws  are:  beginning 
of  the  "Comet";  the  rim  to  nose  flaw  with  rim  section  being  the 
most  pronounced;  the  thin  flaw  in  the  field  halfway  between  the 
chin,  bust,  neck  and  rim;  the  partial  elliptical  shape  next  to  the 
rim  and  behind  the  lower  curl;  the  thin  flaw  just  below  the 
elliptical  shape.  Clash  marks  exist  behind  the  head  rising  from 
the  large  lower  hair  curl,  fading  but  usually  with  some  touching 
the  bottom  of  the  hair  knot.  Clash  marks  (wreath)  from  chin  to 
bust  are  more  pronounced  than  in  Die  State  I.  Faint  clash  of 
leaves  directly  under  chin  just  beginning  to  show.  The  triangular 
die  break  behind  the  head  and  knot  is  still  strong  but  the  edges 
closest  to  the  "Comet"  flaw  begin  to  weaken. 

Reverse:  All  of  the  characteristics  seen  in  Die  State  I are 

present.  The  bulge  which  caused  the  slight  sinking  of  "OF"  is 
virtually  non-existent,  with  a slight  lowering  on  the  left  side  of 
"O"  being  the  only  residual  trace. 

Comments;  The  key  in  this  die  state  is  the  outline  of  the  "Comet"  beginning  to  rise 
evenly  above  the  field  and  flat  like  a piece  of  paper  laid  onto  the  field.  With  the  beginning  of 
this  die  state,  all  the  linear  flaws  exist  in  some  level  of  intensity  whether  seen  or  not.  To 
date,  I have  only  observed  six  examples.  They  are:  one  piece  in  Brown's  auction^  as  Lot 
397:  VG1 0;  one  in  Rose's  auction®  as  Lot  187:  XF  (XF40);  one  in  Robinson's  auction®  as  Lot 
605:  VF35;  two  in  Noyes's  photos”  (28024  and  29458);  and  one  purchased  from  Reynolds’® 
as  VF20.  The  Robinson  coin  is  probably  the  best  example  available  to  study  since  the 
photography  on  the  Rose  coin  leaves  out  most  of  the  linear  flaws. 

Die  State  III  (S271c  - see  pictorial  C) 

Obverse:  The  "Comet"  die  break  is  now  heavy  to  very  heavy 
and  well  defined.  At  the  rear  of  the  "Comet"  (near  the  rim),  two 
shallow  indentation  appear  on  either  side  of  the  break  creating  a 
ridge  line.  This  gives  the  die  break  an  overall  likeness  more 
closely  attuned  to  the  stereotype  of  a comet's  tail.  The 
triangular  die  break  which  was  as  high  as  the  head  and  knot 
shrinks  making  the  "Comet"  die  break  portion  closest  to  the  head 
appear  like  the  tail  fin  of  a fish.  The  area  below  the  bottom  of 
the  neck  curl  and  to  the  right  begins  to  swell,  due  to  die  sinking. 

The  striation  from  the  middle  of  the  neck  to  the  rim  becomes 
raised  and  more  defined.  Clash  marks  still  seen  from  the  rear 
curl  to  the  knot  and  from  the  chin  to  the  bust.  On  a number  of 
better  grade  examples,  an  inverted  "V"  shaped  clash  mark 
appears  just  below  the  chin.  This  is  formed  by  the  intersection 
of  two  leaves  from  the  reverse.  Another  striation  can  now  be 
seen  just  below  and  to  the  right  of  the  "Y"  in  Liberty. 

Reverse:  All  of  the  characteristics  seen  in  Die  States  I and  II  are 
present.  In  the  area  corresponding  to  the  obverse  swelling,  there 
is  sinking  of  "O"  in  ONE  and  "CE"  in  CENT,  starting  on  the  left 
side  of  "CE". 

Comments:  The  key  to  this  die  state  is  the  beginnings  of  the  two  indentations  in 
conjunction  with  the  "Comet"  being  prominent;  i.e.,  the  "Comet"  quickly  rises  to  about  the 
same  height  as  the  head  and  hair  knot.  You  can  possibly  find  this  state  with  the  "Comet" 
closer  (lower)  to  the  field.  But,  as  you  see  the  formation  of  the  two  indentations,  this  is  the 
beginning  of  Die  State  III.  Two  secondary  minor  attribution  points  are  the  sinking  on  the 
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reverse  and  the  appearance  of  the  inverted"V"  clash  below  the  chin  on  the  obverse. 
Collectors  should  not  use  the  linear  flaws  or  striations  as  an  identifying  attribution  since  these 
all  began  with  Die  State  II  and  are  merely  more  visible  in  this  state.  I felt  this  die  state  was 
sufficiently  discrete  from  the  previous  die  state  with  the  addition  of  the  two  indentations  and 
the  two  additional  minor  attribution  points.  In  reviewing  Bill  Noyes's  book’^,  I assume  that 
he  felt  the  increase  in  size  and  appearance  of  the  "Comet"  fell  under  the  auspices  of  Walter's 
comment  that"  . . . mere  lengthening  of  an  existing  crack  is  not  always  so  counted."®  Hence, 
in  kind  - the  change  in  die  break's  shape  does  not  constitute  another  die  state.  But,  I hold 
that  the  "Comet"  die  break  changed  into  another  form  when  the  indentations  appeared  instead 
of  increasing  in  size  as  a solid  cud  — thereby  creating  a new  distinct  die  state.  As  a 
precedent,  I have  encountered  something  equivalent  with  the  definition  of  three  distinct  types 
of  cud  on  the  31 N1  2.  I would  hope  that  I have  provided  enough  insight  so  that  as  you  view 
the  "plates"  or  coins  you  can  feel  comfortable  with  this  conclusion.  One  sure  way  would  be 
to  display  / view  all  four  die  states  in  a row.  Numerous  excellent  examples  of  this  die  state 
exist.  Some  that  can  be  viewed  are:  R.E.  Naftzger  auction’ Lot  588:  MS65;  Herman  Halpern 
auction®  lot  257:  AU55;  Helfenstein  auction'’  Lot  40:  MS;  and  numerous  Noyes  photo's”. 

I feel  that  this  die  state  is  the  most  common  and  I would  venture  to  guess  is  the  die  state 
most  collectors  have  acquired. 

Die  State  IV  (S271d  - see  pictorial  D) 

Obverse:  "Comet"  die  break  still  heavy  and  pronounced.  The 
area  below  the  neck  curl  now  develops  cracks  - first,  just  below 
the  curl,  then  as  the  die  progresses,  another  about  3/16  of  an 
inch  lower.  This  second  crack  makes  the  area  appear  as  a 
squared  parentheses  symbol  with  the  hair  being  the  left 
boundary.  The  portion  enclosed  by  the  cracks  sinks.  Areas 
above  and  below  parallel  extensions  of  these  cracks  bulge 
upward  causing  even  higher  grade  examples  to  wear  quickly  and 
appear  as  lower  grades.  As  the  die  wear  progresses,  the  upper 
bulge  starts  to  encompass  most  of  the  central  portion  of  the 
coin.  All  linear  flaws  are  present  in  some  form.  Clash  marks  are 
present  but  seem  only  to  be  defined  closes  to  bust  due  to  sinking 
/ swelling  effects. 

Reverse:  All  of  the  characteristics  seen  in  Die  States  I,  II,  and  III 
are  present.  An  important  difference  is  that  now  the  sunken  area 
has  extended  itself  (middle  and  late  states)  to  encompass  all  of 
the  inner  wreath  around  "ON"  and  "CENT".  The  coin  if  viewed 
from  the  edge  appears  to  slightly  convex  in  this  area. 

Comments:  My  last  sentence  for  the  reverse  of  Die  State  IV  brings  to  mind  an 

interesting  thought  - What  would  the  terminal  state  look  like?  Sheldon’'’  made  reference  to 
the  "7"  in  the  date  becoming  obliterated.  This  was  undoubtedly  the  result  caused  by  the 
lower  bust  portion  swelling  upward  to  the  point  that  the  outer  rims  received  a very  weak 
strike.  But,  I don't  know  since  I have  never  seen  any  late,  late  example(s)  past  what  I have 
described.  My  thoughts  would  be  that  the  coin's  center  (on  the  obverse)  continues  to  bulge 
upward  creating  a domed  effect.  This  would  mean  that  the  terminal  state  would  be 
somewhat  convex  in  the  centers  of  both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Maybe  one  of  you  has 
such  a piece.  If  so,  I would  be  very  intrigued  in  scrutinizing  it.  As  for  examples  of  Die  State 
IV,  please  review  these  sources:  Witham  and  Sansoucy  auction^  Lot  1081:  MS  62;  Brown 
auction^  Lot  398:  VF25;  Robinson  auction®  Lot  606:  VG8;  Noyes  photo's”. 

I hope  you  found  this  discussion  interesting  and  informative.  As  I stated  earlier  I would 
like  to  contribute  something  back  to  the  hobby  I enjoy  so  much.  So  ...  in  the  spirit  of  adding 
knowledge  to  our  area  of  collecting,  I present  my  observations  - Mahalo  and  Aloha. 
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A SURVEY  OF  LARGE  CENT  AUCTION  APPEARANCES 
(Sheldon  varieties  / Bowers  & Merena,  1990  - 1992) 

Dennis  Fuoss 


INTRODUCTION 


Coin  auctions  provide  a vital  function  for  the  rare  coin  hobby  and  marketplace 
namely,  bringing  together  willing  buyers  and  sellers.  The  price  realized  by  a 
particular  coin  at  auction  is  often  the  truest  measure  of  that  piece's  value  (this,  of 
course,  assumes  that  it  is  ACTUALLY  sold,  and  sold  to  a knowledgeable  buyer!).  In 
addition  to  price  information,  auction  data  can  provide  insight  into  the  relative  scarcity 
of  things.  Naturally,  there  are  many  pitfalls  which  must  be  avoided  while  trying  to 
interpret  this  data  (such  as  repeat  appearances  of  the  SAME  coin,  or  the  dispersal  of 
a large  accumulation  of  a specific  date  or  variety).  However,  in  spite  of  the  hazards, 
I have  decided  to  make  the  attempt  to  learn  something  regarding  Sheldon  varieties  by 
analyzing  the  auction  volumes  produced  by  our  friends  at  Bowers  & Merena  from 
1 990  - 1 992.  After  all,  numismatics  is  a science  whose  imprecision  must  be  savored, 
and  the  net  gain  of  just  a kernel  of  knowledge  is  better  than  none  at  all! 

OBSERVATION 


Between  January  1990  and  December  1992,  the  firm  conducted  14  auctions  (not 
counting  their  Kingswood  mail-bid  sales),  from  which  I have  extracted  770 
appearances  of  Sheldon  variety  cents  (not  a huge  data  base,  admittedly,  but  enough 
to  enable  a few  interesting  observations).  A larger  base  of  data  is  obviously  desirable, 
and  I will  add  to  this  one  as  time  permits.  The  total  number  of  appearances  for  each 
Sheldon  variety  has  been  tabulated,  and  this  number  is  then  plotted  versus  the  current 
assumed  rarity  of  that  variety  to  create  the  graph  shown  in  Figure  1 . Rarity  is  from 
Copper  Quotes  by  Robinson^  The  in-between  rarities  are  derived  from  the  (-I-)  and 
(-)  signs  used  in  CQR,  so  that  3.5  could  represent  3 -I-  or  4-.  No  attempt  is  made  (at 
least,  not  yet)  to  eliminate  duplicate  appearances  — this  won't  alter  the  general 
conclusions.  As  expected,  the  general  trend  found  in  Figure  1 is  that  the  number  of 
appearances  falls  off  as  rarity  increases  (the  dashed  line  roughly  describes  the 
expected  nature  of  the  relationship).  Note  that  there  are  several  points  above  the 
dashed  line  apparent  anomalies  representing  cents  which  are  more  common  than 
their  rarity  rating  would  indicate.  The  explanation  for  these  points  turns  out  to  be 
remarkably  simple.  The  three  "key"  dates  of  1793,  1799,  and  1804  account  for 
virtually  ALL  of  the  exceptional  data  points  in  Figure  1 . Table  1 summarizes  the  data 
for  all  varieties  of  these  three  dates.  The  relatively  high  number  of  appearances  for 
these  coins  is  explained  by  the  widespread  knowledge  of  their  desirability,  plus  the 
fact  that  coins  from  these  dates  in  ANY  state  of  preservation  will  merit  addition  to  the 
auction  catalogue.  Although  the  probability  of  appearance  for  these  key  dates  is 
different  than  for  other  dates,  it  should  be  noted  from  Table  1 that  the  relationship 
between  rarity  and  frequency  of  appearance  is  consistent  within  this  group.  There  is 
one  other  anomaly  in  Figure  1 worthy  of  mention  at  this  point.  At  the  rarity  5.5  level. 
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there  is  one  variety  (1796  S^86)  with  3 auction  appearances.  This  is  a somewhat 
improbable  (although  not  impossible)  occurrence.  A quick  check  of  the  auction 
catalogues  reveals  that  two  of  these  appearances  represent  the  same  coin;  therefore, 
this  point  is  more  accurately  represented  by  two  appearances. 

The  data  from  Figure  1 is  replicated  in  Figure  2 with  the  exceptions  noted  above 
left  as  "*"  points  in  the  figure.  All  other  varieties  are  represented  by  circles  in  Figure 
2.  Now  there  is  only  one  "unexplained"  exception  to  the  general  trend  in  Figure  2. 
At  the  rarity  2 level,  S#292  (1813)  appears  a whopping  13  times  — as  often  as  the 
most  frequently  encountered  R1  variety.  Duplicate  appearances  do  not  appear  to 
account  for  this  large  number.  Could  it  be  that  S#292  is  a bit  overrated?  The  fact 
that  this  is  the  ONLY  variety  (out  of  295)  that  sticks  out  in  the  analysis  is  a huge 
compliment  to  CQR  and  all  EAC  members  (past  & present)  who  have  contributed  to 
the  refinement  of  our  knowledge. 

One  shortcoming  of  this  analysis  is  that,  while  it  does  a nice  job  of  highlighting 
potentially  overrated  varieties,  it  cannot  detect  "sleepers"  (those  varieties  that  appear 
to  be  scarcer  than  their  current  rarity  rating  would  indicate).  The  understatement  of 
rarity  is,  of  course,  less  likely  than  the  opposite  situation  — as  the  good  Dr.  Sheldon 
put  it  so  eloquently,  "If  Jones  was  seen,  he  probably  was  there.  If  he  wasn't  seen, 
he  still  may  have  been  there. Nevertheless,  I feel  that  I should  mention  those 
varieties  which,  although  acknowledged  as  common  (R1  or  R2),  appear  only  once,  or 
not  at  all  during  this  3 year  study  period.  S#1 40  (1797)  and  S#1 96  (1800),  both  R1 , 
are  observed  to  appear  only  once  in  all  of  these  14  auctions.  Likewise,  S#161 
(1798),  S#1 74  (1798),  S#241  (1802),  and  S#252  (1803),  all  rated  R1 .5,  appear  just 
once.  At  the  R2  level,  S#130  (1797),  S#157  (1798),  and  S#253  (1803)  do  not 
appear  at  all  in  any  of  these  auctions. 

MORE  OBSERVATIONS 


We  have  seen  that  the  general  trend  in  auction  appearances  with  increasing 
rarity  behaves  according  to  our  expectations,  with  understandable  exceptions  for  the 
dates  1 793,  1 799,  and  1 804.  How  well  does  the  auction  appearance  data  correlate 
with  current  population  estimates?  In  order  to  examine  this,  the  number  of  auction 
appearances  at  each  rarity  level  is  tallied.  Next,  the  number  of  known  varieties  at 
each  rarity  level  is  multiplied  by  the  minimum  estimated  population  for  that  rarity,  in 
order  to  estimate  the  "total  minimum  population"  for  each  rarity.  The  results  are 
found  in  Table  2.  The  percentage  of  the  total  number  of  auction  appearances  (770), 
or  the  total  Sheldon  variety  population  represented  by  each  rarity  is  shown  in 
parenthesis  next  to  the  absolute  number.  In  an  "ideal  world"  (i.e.,  one  in  which 
auction  appearances  accurately  reflected  the  true  state  of  the  large  cent  population) 
the  percentages  in  column  3 and  4 of  Table  2 would  match  quite  closely. 
Unfortunately  (not  surprisingly),  they  do  NOT  match.  The  difference  is  largest  at 
rarity  1,  where  only  30%  of  the  coins  in  the  auction  survey  are  R1,  instead  of  the 
nearly  60%  predicted  by  the  minimum  population  estimate.  My  interpretation  of  this 
is  twofold:  First,  common  varieties  are  consigned  to  auction  less  frequently,  and 
when  they  are  consigned,  they  are  often  grouped  together  and  sold  without 
attribution.  Second,  the 
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scarcer  varieties  are  MORE  likely  to  find  their  way  into  an  auction,  where  their  rarity 
can  command  a premium  price.  The  large  under-  representation  of  Rarity  1 varieties 
in  the  auctions  makes  it  far  more  likely  that  the  other  rarity  levels  will  be  over- 
represented (on  a percentage  basis).  Sure  enough  — a look  at  Table  2 confirms  that 
this  is  indeed  the  case. 

A better  way  to  study  the  correlation  between  auction  appearances  and 
estimated  population  is  suggested  by  the  graph  in  Figure  3,  where  the  actual  number 
of  appearances  from  this  study  is  plotted  versus  the  estimated  minimum  population 
at  each  integer-numbered  rarity  level  (R1  - R6).  All  of  the  data  points  come  from 
Table  2.  The  points  in  Figure  3 can  be  fit  reasonably  well  by  two  straight  lines  with 
different  slopes.  There  is  a definite  "break"  in  the  nature  of  the  relationship  at  Rarity 
4.  Above  R4,  the  slope  of  the  graph  in  Figure  3 is  approximately  1 , indicating  that  the 
number  of  auction  appearances  is  linearly  proportional  to  the  estimated  population. 
Below  R4,  the  slope  is  much  closer  to  1/2,  indicating  a square-root  dependence. 
Another  way  to  state  this  relationship  is  to  say  that  for  common  varieties,  the 
rate  at  which  they  appear  at  auction  is  proportional  to  the  square  root  of  the 
estimated  population. 

DATE-BY-DATE  ANALYSIS 

Table  3 presents  yet  another  way  to  "slice"  the  data.  Flere  the  total  number 
of  auction  appearances  it  tabulated  for  each  date  from  1793  to  1814.  Some 
interesting  observations  can  be  made.  First,  remember  that  1793,  1799,  and  1804 
appear  more  frequently  than  their  rarity  would  dictate.  1 796  is  represented  a bit  too 
strongly,  due  to  the  appearance  of  a couple  of  specialized  collections  during  this  time 
period  (see  note  from  Robert  Miller  in  last  issue  of  P-W).  The  1809  (S#280)  emerges 
as  an  extremely  scarce  date,  followed  closely  by  1806  and  1811.  The  title  of 
SUPERCOMMON  ' belongs  to  the  date  1 794.  Flowever,  1 794  undoubtedly  wins  the 
popularity  contest,  which  helps  to  balance  supply  and  demand.  The  data  in  Table  3 
contains  few  other  surprises.  I hope  that  this  analysis  was  useful  and  entertaining  for 
most.  I must  admit  that  I find  it  much  easier  (and  less  controversial)  to  work  on 
statistics  such  as  these  than  the  "thorny"  grading  issues. 
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^'EAR 

T^TE 

s# 

RARITY 

TOTAL 

AUCTION 

APPEARANCES 

1793 

CHAIN 

SI 

4.0 

5 

S2 

4.5 

2 

S3 

2.5 

18 

S4 

3.5 

12 

1793 

WTIEATH 

S5 

4.0 

1 

S6 

3.0 

12 

S7 

6.0 

0 

S8 

2.5 

16 

S9 

2.0 

28 

SIO 

4.0 

7 

Sll 

2.5 

10 

1793 

CAP 

S12 

6.0 

0 

S13 

3.5 

11 

S14 

4.5 

1 

S15 

6.5 

0 

S16 

6.5 

0 

1799 

DRAPED 

S188 

4.0 

4 

S189 

2.5 

8 

1804 

DRAPED 

S266 

2.0 

19 

Table  1.  Summary  of  Rarity  & Auction  Appearances  for  1793,1799,1804  Cents 
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RARITY 

LEVEL 

TOTAL 

SHELDON 

VARIETIES 

TOTAL 

AUCTION 

APPEARANCES 

(%) 

OF 

TOTAL 

ESTIMATED 

MINIMUM 

POPULATION 

(%) 

OF 

TOTAL 

1 

39 

231 

(30%) 

78039 

(58.66%) 

1.5 

7 

22 

(3%) 

7707 

(5.75%) 

2 

35 

169 

(22%) 

21035 

(16%) 

2.5 

26 

94 

(12%) 

9126 

(6.75%) 

3 

50 

102 

(13%) 

10050 

(7.5%) 

3.5 

20 

45 

(6%) 

2420 

(2%) 

4 

34 

51 

(7%) 

2584 

(2%) 

4.5 

15 

19 

(2.5%) 

720 

(0.5%) 

5 

15 

11 

(1%) 

465 

(0.33%) 

5.5 

33 

21 

(3%) 

660 

(0.5%) 

6 

12 

4 

(0.5%) 

156 

(0%) 

6.5 

8 

1 

(0%) 

56 

(0%) 

7 

0 

0 

(0%) 

0 

(0%) 

7.5 

1 

0 

(0%) 

2 

(0%) 

SUM 

295 

770 

(100%) 

133020 

(100%) 

Table  2.  Auction  Appearances  and  Population  Estimates  for  Cents  by  Rarity 
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DATE 

TOTAL 

AUCTION 

APPEARANCES 

1793 

123  ^ 

1794 

124 

1795 

29 

1796 

70  * 

1797 

30 

1798 

37 

1799 

12  ** 

1800 

20 

1801 

31 

1802 

43 

1803 

57 

1804 

19 

1805 

18 

1806 

11 

1807 

33 

1808 

15 

1809 

8 

1810 

17 

1811 

11 

1812 

20 

1813 

19 

1814 

23 

TOTAL 

770 

t 1793  Chain  = 37,  Wreath  = 74,  Cap  = 12 
tt  1794  Head  of  93  = 4,  Head  of  94  = 97,  Head  of  95  = 23 
* 1796  Cap  = 25,  Draped  = 45 
**  1799  S#188  = 4,  S#189  = 8 


Table  3.  Auction  Appearances  for  Large  Cents  by  Date 


-111- 


XXVII/155 


CD  ^ > 


Large  Cents  (1793-1814)  auction  appearances  (1990-1992)  vs  rarity 


* B&M 

— — 25*EXP(-X/2) 


Figure  1.  Number  of  Auction  Appearances  vs.  Rarity  for  All  Varieties 
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Large  Cents  (1793-1814)  auction  appearances  (1990-1992)  vs  rarity 


30-r 


★ 


* B&M 

• B&M  minus  1793 , 1799 ( S189 ), 1804 ( S266 ) 
25*exp(-x/2) 


Figure  2.  Number  of  Auction  Appearances  vs.  Rarity  for  All  Varieties 
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Sheldon  Varieties  - auction  appearances  vs.  min.  population 


- x**0.5  (fit  to  R1-R4) 

• 0.04*X**0.9  (fit  to  R4-R6) 


Figure  3.  Correlation  Between  Auction  Appearances  and  Estimated 
Population 


************* 
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MY  PHILOSOPHY  OF  CENT  GRADING 


Bob  Grellman 


Grading  large  cents  is,  has  been,  and  always  will  be  a difficult 
and  controversial  task.  Experience  seems  to  be  the  best  teacher,  but 
"old  timers"  within  EAC  often  disagree  about  the  "correct"  grade  of 
some  cents.  Nothing  I say  here  will  ever  change  that,  and  I 
certainly  wouldn't  presume  to  have  the  "right  answer."  However,  I 
have  been  asked  to  give  some  of  my  thoughts  about  grading,  so,  at  the 
risk  of  getting  caught  up  in  the  "grading  controversy,"  here  goes. 

Grading  coppers  is  a bit  like  judging  a beauty  contest:  you  can 

recognize  quality  when  you  see  it,  but  you  probably  can't  codify  the 
grading  criteria  you're  using,  at  least  not  without  creating  more 
problems  than  you  solve.  I can't  tell  you  with  any  precision  what  it 
takes  for  a late  date  cent  to  be  an  EF40  or  a VF20  (show  you,  yes; 
tell  you,  no).  However,  I can  give  you  an  idea  of  the  way  I assess 
the  defects  commonly  found  on  these  cents. 

All  the  late  date  cents  I've  seen  have  defects,  even  the  finest 
known  specimens.  If  a cent's  defects  are  consistent  with  its 
sharpness  grade  (i.e.,  a few  very  minor  contact  marks  for  an  MS63  or 
some  moderate  nicks  for  a VF20),  then  the  sharpness  and  net  grades 
are  the  same.  However,  if  the  defects  are  too  numerous  or  too  severe 
for  the  sharpness  grade  (a  lot  of  experience  is  needed  here),  then 
the  cent  deserves  a net  grade  lower  than  its  sharpness  grade.  When 
the  two  grades  are  different,  both  grades  should  be  given  and  the 
reason  for  the  difference  should  be  stated  in  any  description  of  the 
coin.  (Note:  When  reporting  the  late  date  census,  I list  only  net 

grades . ) 

There  are  many  kinds  of  defects  that  commonly  plague  late  date 
cents.  The  following  list  includes  many  of  these  defects  and  offers 
some  of  my  thoughts  regarding  how  I treat  them  when  arriving  at  a net 
rtTrsds . 


- Intentional  defacements  (holes,  punch  marks,  counterstamps, 
scratches,  reengraved  E in  CENT,  etc.)  result  in  greater  deductions 
than  defects  that  occur  naturally  in  the  course  of  handling  and  use. 

- The  location  of  a defect  matters.  Defects  on  the  cheek, 
face,  neck,  date  or  fields  are  more  distracting  than  similar  ones 
hidden  in  the  dentils,  hair,  wreath,  or  legend.  A defect  that 
obscures  an  important  attribution  point  is  also  more  distracting. 

- Rim  dents  and  rim  nicks  below  the  date  are  most  distracting, 
ones  elsewhere  on  the  obverse  are  less  distracting,  and  ones  on  the 
reverse  are  least  distracting.  A delicate  rim  dent  is  called  a rim 
bruise.  An  EF40  cent  with  a moderate  rim  bruise  below  the  date  could 
be  a net  VF30  coin,  the  same  dent  located  elsewhere  could  make  it  a 
VF35,  and  that  cent  with  only  a minor  rim  bruise  on  the  reverse  could 
hold  as  a net  EF40. 
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- Deductions  for  corrosion  can  range  from  1 to  55  points 
depending  on  the  severity.  Raised  red  or  green  corrosion  is  very 
distracting;  minor  granularity  or  porosity  with  good  (not  dark) 
planchet  color  is  a minor  distraction.  A "proper"  deduction  for 
corrosion  is  open  to  a wide  range  of  opinions,  and  I may  be  a bit 
more  harsh  than  most  when  deducting  for  this  defect.  The  guality  of 
the  copper  used  in  these  planchets  tended  to  be  very  good,  so  we 
don't  have  to  be  content  with  dark,  corroded  examples. 

- Mint-made  defects  (planchet  voids,  laminations, 
struck-throughs,  clips,  etc.)  may  not  justify  a deduction  unless  they 
are  severe  (such  as  when  a lamination  is  peeled  back)  or  they  affect 
a critical  area  of  the  design.  Regardless,  such  defects  should 
always  be  listed  in  any  description  of  the  cent. 

- Defects  on  high  grade  cents  are  more  distracting  than  similar 
defects  on  lower  grade  cents.  A 5-point  scratch  on  a VF20  could  be  a 
15-point  scratch  on  an  AU55,  and  the  same  scratch  may  not  affect  the 
net  grade  of  a G6  at  all. 

- Attempted  repairs  of  defects  can,  and  often  do,  result  in 
greater  deductions  than  the  original  defects.  I have  seen  dozens  of 
red  or  mostly  red  mint  state  pieces  on  which  a small  stain  or  carbon 
spot  was  abraided  using  a needle  to  make  that  spot  as  red  as  the  rest 
of  the  coin.  In  many  cases,  this  was  done  with  great  skill  and  is 
quite  deceptive.  Rim  dents  and  rim  nicks  are  sometimes  "removed"  by 
smoothing  the  rim  with  a file  or  other  abrasive  tool.  Such  "repairs" 
are  little  different  from  "intentional  defacements." 

- Cleaning  is  a defect.  Severe  cleaning  where  the  surface  of 
the  cent  is  obviously  distorted  (whizzing,  acid  cleaning,  polishing, 
etc. ) deserves  a substantial  deduction.  I have  seen  nearly  mint 
state  cents  that  were  whizzed  or  picketed  in  acid  to  the  point  that  a 
VF20  net  would  be  generous.  Conversely,  a lightly  cleaned  F15  may 
not  deserve  a deduction. 

- Recoloring  also  is  a defect,  and  in  most  cases  it  is  done  to 
minimize  or  negate  the  effects  (and  resulting  deductions)  of  a prior 
cleaning.  A superior  recoloring  job  may  be  virtually  undetectable 
and  therefore  result  in  no  deduction;  an  obviously  recolored  piece 
deserves  a deduction. 

That  gives  you  some  idea  how  I treat  defects  when  determining  the 
net  grade  of  a late  date  cent.  In  the  next  issue  of  P-W,  I'll  go 
into  a bit  more  detail  on  my  approach  to  grading  mint  state  cents. 

In  the  meantime,  please  let  me  know  about  any  important  late  dates 
you  acquire  so  I can  keep  the  census  as  accurate  as  possible.  My 
address  and  phone  number  are  in  "Swaps  and  Sales." 


************* 
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1993  K.A.C.  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 
REPORT  OF  NOMINEES 

FOR  E.A.C.'S  NATIONAL  AND  REGIONAL  OFFICERS 


All  CandidaiGs  listed  on  the  OFFICIAL  BALLOT  are  E.A.C.  members  in  good  standing 
who  are  qualified  and  willing  to  serve  in  the  office  to  which  they  were  nominated. 

In  accordance  with  Article  X,  Section  2 of  the  EAC  BY-LAWS,  the  Nominating  Committee 
received  each  candidate's  consent  to  have  his  name  placed  in  nomination. 

Each  candidate  will,  if  elected,  serve  a three-year  term  beginning  in  April  1993  and 
continuing  until  E.A.C.'s  1996  National  Convention. 


1.  All  General  Members  in  good  standing  are  entitled  to  vote  for  President,  Vice 
President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

2.  Members  are  only  entitled  to  vote  for  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  REGION  in 
which  they  RESIDE.  Regional  voting  eligibility  is  determined  by  the  mailing 
addresses  for  Penny  Wise.  Please  circle  your  state  on  the  OFFICIAL  BALLOT. 

3.  Members  may  vote  for  the  candidates  proposed  by  the  Nominating  Committee  or  "for 
any  eligible  person  whether  nominated  or  not."  (ROBERT'S  RULES  of  ORDER 
REVISED,  Article  XI,  Section  66). 

4.  Members  are  required  to  enter  their  names  and  EAC  membership  numbers  in  the 
space  provided  on  the  ballot.  (ROBERT'S  RULES  of  ORDER  REVISED,  Article  VIII, 
Section  46). 

5.  The  election  period  will  be  from  March  15,  1993  to  April  23,  1993.  Any  ballot 
received  after  April  23,  1993  wUl  not  be  counted. 

6.  Only  votes  cast  on  this  official  ballot  in  the  manner  above  prescribed  will  be  valid. 

7.  All  baUots  are  to  be  mailed  to:  Daniel  W.  Holmes,  Jr. , Morrison  Products,  Inc. , 
16900  South  Waterloo  Road,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  44110. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the  1993  Nominating  Committee:  Cindy  Grellman, 

G . Lee  Kuntz , and  Jim  McGuigan . 


VOTING  PROCEDURE 


Dan  Holmes,  Chairman 


Reference: 


E.A.C.  By-Laws,  Vol.  XV,  No.  2,  page  88,  March  15,  1981 

1981  Annual  Meeting  Minutes,  Vol.  XV,  No.  4,  page  186,  July  15,  1981 
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OFFICIAL  1993  BALLOT 
EARLY  AMERICAN  COPPERS,  INC. 
(P.W.  March  15,  1993) 


Member’s  Name:  E.A.  C.  # 


This  election  will  be  conducted  in  compliance  with  ROBERT'S  RULES  of  ORDER  - REVISED 
as  they  are  applicable,  according  to  Article  IX,  Section  1.  of  the  E.A.C.  BY-LAWS. 

NATIONAL  OFFICERS: 


President:  Philip  W.  Ralls 

Vice  President:  Wes  Rasmussen 


Secretary: 


Denis  Loring 


Treasurer:  Clifford  Kolbus 

-or- 

John  D.  Wright 

REGIONAL  OFFICERS; 


Region  #1 
New  England 
(CT,  MA,  ME, 
NH,  RI,  VT) 


Chairman:  Joel  Spingarn 

Secretary:  George  Trostel 


Region  #2 
New  York 
(AK,  HI,  NJ, 

NY  & CANADA) 

Chairman: 

Secretary: 

Don  Valenziano,  Jr. 
Scott  Rubin 

Region  #3 
Mid-Atlantic 

Chairman: 

Ed  Masuoka 

(DC,  DE,  MD,  NC, 
PA,  VA,  & WV) 

Secretary: 

Wayne  Homren 

Region  #A 
Southeast 

Chairman: 

Bob  Grellman 

(AL,  FL,  GA, 
MS,  SC,  & TN) 

Secretary: 

Don  Weathers 

Region  #5 
North  Central 

Chairman: 

March  Wells 

(lA,  IL,  IN,  KY,  MI,  MN, 
ND,  NE,  OH,SD,  & WI) 

Secretary: 

Joe  Tomasko 

Region  #6 
South  Central 

Chairman: 

Robert  P.  Metzger 

(AR,  AZ,  CO,  KS,  LA, 
MO,  NM,  NV,  OK,  & TX) 

Secretary: 

Chris  Victor-McCawley 

Region  #7 
West 

Chairman: 

Dan  Demeo 

(CA,  ID,  MT,  OR, 
UT,  WA,  & WY) 

Secretary: 

John  Peters 
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LETTKR  TO  THE  MEMBERSHIP 
from  the  Nominating  Committee 


The  Nominating  Committee  is  concerned  that  the  E.A.C.  structure  does  not  provide 
a particularly  good  system  for  developing  new  officers. 

The  Nominating  Committee  believes  it  would  be  desirable  if  people  could  rotate 
through  one  or  two  offices,  which  would  lead  to  the  presidency.  For  instance,  if  a 
person  was  elected  vice  president,  it  might  be  done  so  with  the  understanding  that 
if  he  did  a good  job,  it's  likely  that  the  next  time  around  he  would  be  nominated  for 
president.  If  desired,  this  system  could  be  expanded  going  from,  say,  second  vice 
president  to  first  vice  president  to  president.  If  the  structure  is  changed,  it 
might  be  that  one-  or  two-year  terms  would  be  more  appropriate  than  three-year 
terms. 

The  Nominating  Committee  is  also  concerned  about  introducing  new  blood  into  the 
officers'  structure.  On  the  one  hand,  we  are  very  appreciative  of  regional  and 
national  officers  who  have  contributed  their  valuable  time  for  many  years ; 
however,  we  believe  that  E.A.C.  is  probably  best  served  with  some  reasonable 
amount  of  turnover  in  all  offices. 

We  also  wish  to  comment  on  the  structure  of  the  Nominating  Committee.  Certainly, 
it  is  appropriate  that  some  participants  be  from  the  general  membership;  however, 
we  believe  the  quality  of  the  Nominating  Committee  would  be  enhanced  if  it  included 
some  past  officers.  For  example,  if  there  was  rotation  of  officers  as  described 
above,  then  possibly  it  would  be  appropriate  that  the  Nominating  Committee  include 
the  immediate  past  president  or,  maybe,  the  two  immediate  past  presidents. 

We  encourage  the  membership  to  think  about  these  matters  and  express  their  views 
either  orally  or  in  Penny  Wise.  Some  of  the  suggestions  could  be  implemented  by 
the  president  and  through  tradition.  Others  would  require  By-laws  changes. 


Sincerely, 


The  Nominating  Committee 
Cindy  Grellman 
Dan  Holmes 
G.  Lee  Kuntz 
Jim  McGuigan 
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CANDIDATES'  STATEMENTS 


To  all  New  England  EAC  Members: 

I would  like  to  let  the  New  England  region  know  that  Joel  Spingarn  of  West  Redding, 
Connecticut  is  running  for  regional  office  as  Chairman.  George  R.  Trostel  of  Southington, 
Connecticut  is  running  for  Secretary.  What  we  would  like  to  do  is  to  have  more  meetings  and 
to  get  the  New  England  members  together.  Both  of  us  have  been  EAC  members  for  a number 
of  years.  We  would  welcome  your  vote  on  the  upcoming  ballot  this  month.  Thanks. 


* 


* * 


John  D.  Wright.  Candidate  for  Treasurer 

Since  the  EAC  Treasurer's  position  has  two  nominees,  I have  been  asked  to  make  a 
campaign  statement  of  Penny-Wise.  I was  elected  treasurer  of  EAC  in  1972,  at  which  time 
EAC  was  on  the  edge  of  insolvency.  In  the  succeeding  21  years  I have  regulated  EAC  dues  - 
rates,  established  an  interest-bearing  account,  cracked  down  on  delinguent  debts,  established 
full  financial  accountability  on-call  and  by  annual  publication  in  Penny-Wise,  arranged  for  the 
volunteer  services  of  a CPA  for  an  annual  tax-filing,  and  provided  him  each  year  (until  his 
terminal  illness)  full  information  for  that  filing.  Until  1982  I also  handled  dues  - notices  and 
the  EAC  mailing  roster.  Under  my  administration  the  EAC  treasury  has  grown  from  $2,000 
to  current  accounts  of  over  $34,000,  with  dues  - reductions  from  a high  of  $20  in  1977  to 
$16  in  1993.  A vocal  few  have  recently  expressed  their  concern  over  EAC  finances,  and 
these  concerns  have  been  fully  addressed.  In  21  years  I have  received,  accounted,  and  spent 
over  $430,000  of  EAC  funds,  and  have  proven  myself  as  a faithful  and  trustworthy  steward 
of  EAC's  assets.  I would  like  to  continue  serving  EAC  as  Treasurer  and  would  appreciate  your 
vote  of  confidence  in  me  for  this  position. 

#»#***#*»*##» 

EARLY  AMERICAN  COPPERS 
Treasurer's  Report  1992 

John  D.  Wright 


1 992  Beginning  1 January $29,646.66 


ACCT 

NAME 

IN 

OUT 

NET 

101 

Dues 

30,227.25 

30,227.25 

102 

Adverts 

4,770.00 

4,770.00 

103 

Interest 

865.10 

865.10 

104 

Donations 

25.00 

25.00 

105 

Issues 

388.00 

388.00 

106 

Tapes  In 

180.00 

206 

Tapes  Out 

-87.20 

92.80 

107 

Medals  In 

6,367.50 

207 

Medals  Out 

-2,552.70 

3,814.80 

108 

Conv  In 

3,950.25 

-120- 


208 

Conv  Out 

.00 

3,950.25 

109 

EAC  Sale  In 

6,000.00 

209 

EAC  Sale  Out 

-2,496.68 

3,503.32 

110 

Other  In 

.00 

210 

Other  Out 

.00 

.00 

21 1 

P-W  Direct 

-38,385.39 

-38,385.39 

212 

P-W  Supprt 

-1,329.76 

-1,329.76 

213 

Organiz 

-3,543.90 

-3,543.90 

214 

Library 

.00 

.00 

TOTALS 

52,773.10 

-48,395.63 

4,377.47 

1993  Beginning  1 January  34,024.13 


*♦#**#♦*****# 


REPORT  OF  WEST  COAST  REGIONAL  EAC  MEETING 
LONG  BEACH  CALIFORNIA 
FEBRUARY  5,  1993 

John  M.  Peters 


A Region  7 meeting  of  Early  American  Coppers  was  convened  Friday  night,  as  a part  of  the 
Long  Beach  Numismatic  and  Philatelic  Exposition. 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Region  7 Chair  Dan  Demeo  at  7:25  p.m.  Prior  to  the 
usual  introduction  of  those  in  attendance  and  their  collecting  habits,  Chris  McCawley  went  to  the 
front  of  the  room  and  announced  that  he  has  just  picked  up  his  C.V.M.  advertising  copper  medals 
from  Lee  Kuntz  and  he  would  like  each  person  to  have  one  of  these  medals.  Two  tubes  were 
passed  around.  The  obverse  of  the  medal  has  Chris's  address  and  phone  number  and  the  device 
is  a front  / side  view  of  the  1*’  US  Mint  in  Philadelphia.  The  reverse  is  eight  coins  circled  around 
and  EARLY  AMERICAN  COPPERS  in  the  center.  Its  a very  nice  looking  medal. 


The  self-introduction  of  those  present  and  their  collecting  habits  then  began.  The  following 
were  in  attendance: 


G.  Lee  Kuntz 
Doug  McHenry 
Jeff  Rock 
John  Scott 
Rich  Giedroye 
Doug  Bird 
Ken  Hill 


Alan  Meghrig 
Phil  Ralls 
Mark  Borckardt 
Tom  Rinaldo 
Tom  Reynolds 
Dan  O'Brien 
Dan  Demeo 


Jim  Hart 
John  Peters 
Jack  Robinson 
Bob  Matthews 
Chris  McCawley 
Bob  Everett 


Arthur  Schweich 
Phil  Moore 
Randolph  Farrar 
Eugene  Bruder 
Bill  Noyes 
Mark  Emtman 


Regional  Chairman,  Dan  Demeo,  started  the  meeting  by  talking  (promoting)  the  upcoming 
EAC  Convention  to  be  hosted  in  Dallas  by  Stu  Hodge.  The  Convention  is  to  be  at  the  Hilton's 
DFW  Conference  Center,  located  adjacent  to  the  DFW  Airport. 

It  was  also  announced  that  Chris  McCawley  "volunteered"  to  be  in  charge  of  the  bourse. 
Bill  Noyes  asked  that  anyone  wanting  to  consign  sale  lots  should  now  mail  them  to  his  address 
listed  in  P-W  as  the  catalog  is  now  going  together. 
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A member  in  attendance  asked  if  anything  had  been  decided  on  EAC  having  a "BID 
BOARD"  and  President  Phil  Ralls  responded  that  nothing  had  been  decided,  and  that  the  issue  to 
have  one  or  not  would  be  a BOARD  decision.  Pros  and  cons  were  discussed  again.  Phil  said  it 
would  be  a decision  of  the  BOARD. 

Another  question  was  asked  about  the  Two  Cent  pieces  being  brought  into  the  "house" 
of  EAC.  Again,  President  Phil  said  it  would  be  studied  and  discussed  by  the  BOARD. 

Member,  Jim  Hart,  brought  the  January  1993  issue  of  National  Geographic,  which  has  an 
article  on  gold-plated  large  cents,  that  were  used  as  collateral  for  a bank  loan.  The  book  was 
passed  around  so  everyone  could  see  what  the  bank  never  saw,  the  words  "ONE  CENT"  on  these 
gold-plated  coins.  Something  none  of  us  would  try,  but  it  proves  there  are  suckers  born  every 
day. 


At  this  point,  the  meeting  shifted  to  the  EDUCATIONAL  aspect.  A program  on  Half  Cents 
was  presented  by  John  Peters.  The  program  was  on  the  varieties  of  1 804  and  then  the  die  states 
of  the  04  - C8. 

Enlarged  photocopies  of  each  variety  were  taped  onto  the  wall  so  that  everyone  could  see. 
The  photocopies  had  yellow  high-lighting  on  the  devices  that  are  used  for  diagnostics.  The 
photocopies  also  had  notes  so  that  people  could  see  the  various  marriages  of  the  obverse  and 
reverse  dies  used  in  that  year.  Once  these  were  explained  the  focus  turned  to  the  common  spiked 
chin  variety  — the  Cohen  8 or  Breen  7. 

The  progression  of  the  breaks  were  pointed  out  from  perfect  reverse  to  rim  break  over 
LIBERT.  The  "new"  additional  information  that  was  given  on  this  variety  is  that  there  are  two 
more  unreported  die  states.  The  first  new  die  state  is  between  I and  II.  The  rim  to  R crack 
happened  prior  to  the  dies  clashing. 

The  second  new  die  state  (should  be  XI)  is  the  rim  break  covering  all  of  LIBERTY,  no  longer 
"purported  to  exist." 

With  all  the  exciting  information  released,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  at  8:25  p.m. 

************* 

MEETING  ANNOUNCEMENTS  (AND  A PROPOSAL) 

There  will  be  a meeting  of  EAC  members  on  Saturday,  April  17,  1993,  during  the  White 
Plains  Coin  Show.  We  will  be  meet  at  the  entrance  at  12  Noon  like  last  time.  The  last  meeting 
was  very  successful.  How  about  some  more  colonial  people  this  time?  Any  questions,  contact 
Joe  Piervincenti,  Box  554,  Pelham,  NY  10803.  (914)  235  - 3569 

* * * 

REGIONAL  EAC  MEETING  SET  FOR  TNA  CONVENTION 

A regional  meeting  of  the  Early  American  Coppers  Club  is  scheduled  for  3:00  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  May  9,  at  the  Tarrant  County  Convention  Center  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Attendees  will 
be  invited  to  report  any  significant  finds  made  at  the  TNA  Convention,  and  to  share  their 
impressions  of  the  annual  EAC  Convention,  held  two  weeks  earlier  in  Grapevine.  A program 
tracing  a 1794  S-35  large  cent  through  nearly  a century  of  public  auction  sales  will  be  presented 
by  EAC  member  and  TNA  News  Editor,  Bob  Metzger. 


* * * 
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ATTENTION  EAC  MEMBERS  IN  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  / SACRAMENTO  AREA 


Anyone  interested  in  getting  together  and  meeting  other  EAC'ers  in  the  area,  please 
contact  JAN  VALENTINE  at  2966  Soscol  Avenue,  #76,  Napa,  California  94558,  or  (707)  252  - 
3383. 


************* 


EAC  LIBRARY  LIST  - 1993 
Mabel  Ann  Wright,  Librarian 


EAC  maintains  a lending  library  of  material  related  to  its  members'  copper  interests.  Six- 
week  loans  are  available  to  all  current  EAC  members.  Requestors  should  send  a check  for  $5 
(payable  to  Mabel  Ann  Wright)  to  cover  postage,  packaging,  and  insurance.  Larger  requests  may 
require  more.  The  borrower  is  responsible  for  return  costs  and  taking  good  care  of  the  loaned 
materials. 

Please  see  requests  with  name,  address  (prefer  street  address  if  use  UPS),  EAC  number- 
telephone  number,  and  check  to: 

Mabel  Ann  Wright,  EAC  Library 
1468  Timberlane  Drive 
St.  Joseph,  Michigan  49085 

BOOK  LIST 


A Bibliography  of  American  Numismatic  Auction  Catalogues  1828  - 1875.  Attinelli 

American  Colonial  History,  illustrated  by  Contemporary  Medals,  Betts 

American  Half  Cents.  Roger  S.  Cohen,  1*’  and  2""'  editions 

American  Political  Badges  and  Medalets  1789  - 1892.  Sullivan 

Attribution  Articles  1816  - 1839.  John  D.  Wright,  soft  cover 

Attribution  Guide:  Early  Date  Large  Cents  and  Half  Cents.  Barry  Murphy 

Attribution  Guide  for  United  States  Large  Cents  1840  - 1857.  J.  R.  Grellman  and  Jules  Reiver 

America's  Copper  Coinage  1783  - 1857.  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  at  The  American 
Numismatic  Society,  New  York,  November  30  - December  2,  1984 

The  CENT  Book  1816  - 1839.  John  D.  Wright 

The  Cents  of  the  United  States.  Francis  Doughty 

Cleaning  and  Preservation  of  Coins  and  Medals,  pub.  by  Durst 

Cleaning  Coins.  Clyde  D.  Mervis,  Hewitt's  Numismatic  Information  Series,  softbound 

Coinage  of  the  Americas.  ANS 

Comprehensive  Guide  to  American  Colonial  Coinage.  Durst 
Copper  Quotes  by  Robinson  CCOR"),  Jack  H.  Robinson 
The  Copper  Coins  of  Massachusetts.  Hilyer  Ryder,  softbound 
Counterfeiting  in  Colonial  America.  Scott 
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Early  American  Cents.  William  H.  Sheldon 


Early  Coins  in  America.  Sylyester  S.  Crosby 

The  Early  Paper  Money  of  America.  Eric  P.  Newman 

Edgar  H.  Adams'  Plates  of  Lyman  H,  Low's  Hard  Times  Tokens.  1941,  reprint  1980  by 
Quarterman  Pub. 

Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half  Cents  1793  - 1857.  Walter  Breen 

The  Forgotten  Coins  of  the  North  American  Colonies.  William  T.  Anton,  Jr.  and  Bruce  P.  Kesse 
Fractional  Money.  Neil  Carothers 

A Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  (the  Redbook,  R.  S.  Yeoman,  seyeral  years 
Hard  Times  Tokens,  Russell  Rulau,  softbound,  1",  2"“'  editions 
High  Profits  from  Rare  Coin  Investment.  Q.  David  Bowers 
History  of  the  First  United  States  Mint.  Frank  Stewart 

The  History  of  United  States  Coinage,  as  illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection,  Q.  David  Bowers 

Historic  Tours  — The  Denver  Mint  — The  Story  of  the  Mint  from  Gold  Rush  to  Today.  David  J. 
Eitemiller 

The  Identification  of  the  Feuchtwanger  Cents.  Low  120.  James  T.  Koutsoures,  soft 
Illustrated  History  of  the  United  States  Mint.  Evans 

Mature  Head  United  States  Copper  Cents.  1843  - 1857.  Jules  Reiver,  softbound 
Making  Money  — Rogues  & Rascals  Who  Made  Their  Own.  Edward  C.  Rochette 
Medallic  Portraits  of  Washington.  W.  S.  Baker,  reprint 

Monographs  on  Varieties  of  United  States  Large  Cents  1793  - 1794.  edited  by  John  W.  Adams 
Monographs  on  Varieties  of  United  States  Large  Cents  1795  - 1803.  edited  by  Denis  W.  Loring 
Names  with  Notes.  Pete  Smith,  softbound 

Official  A.N.A.  Grading  standards  for  United  States  Coins.  4*^  edition,  ANA 
The  Other  Side  of  the  Coin.  Edward  C.  Rochette 
Penny  Whimsy.  William  H.  Sheldon 

Perspectives  in  Numismatics.  Studies  Presented  to  the  Chicago  Coin  Club,  1986 

A Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  sub-varieties.  Beistle 

Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr.  Collection  of  Large  Cents.  Superior  Galleries,  1986 

Selections  — The  Numismatist  — Miscellaneous.  ANA 

Selections  — The  Numismatist  — U.S.  Coins.  ANA 

1794  Large  Cents,  Graded  and  Updated,  Tom  Morley,  1979,  hardbound  and  softbound 

The  Silver  Coinage  of  Massachusetts.  Sydney  P.  Noe 

Silver  Coinages  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  1794  - 1916.  Walter  Breen 

The  Story  of  the  Starred  Reverse  Cent.  Pete  Smith,  softbound 

Struck  Copies  of  Early  American  Coins.  Richard  D.  Kenny,  The  Coin  Collector's  Journal,  softbound 
Studies  On  Money  in  Early  America.  ANS 
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Taylor  Collection,  Limited  Edition  Photographic  Plates.  State  Copper  Coinage  1 785  - 1 788,  March 
1987,  Bowers  and  Merena,  no  auction  catalogue,  just  plates 

United  States  Cent  & Half  Cents.  Frossard 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816  - 1857.  Howard  R.  Newcomb,  serial  editions  including  1985 
reprint  by  Quarterman  Pub. 

United  States  Copper  Coins,  an  Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
1984 

The  United  States  Half  Cents.  E.  Gilbert 

United  States  Large  Cents  1793  - 1857.  anthology  by  Warren  Lapp  & Herbert  Silberman 

The  United  States  Minor  Coinages  1793  - 1916.  Walter  Breen,  The  Coin  Collector's  Journal, 
softbound 

The  U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage.  Don  Taxay 

United  States  Trade  Tokens  1866  - 1889.  Russell  Rulau,  2""'  ed. 

Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  & Colonial  Coins 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Penny-Wise,  official  publication  of  EAC,  1967  to  date,  loaned  in  5-year  segments  @ $5/5  years 
History  of  the  Early  American  Coppers  Club,  The  First  20  years,  Peter  Smith,  1986,  softbound 
The  Colonial  Newsletter,  1960  to  date 
Color  photographs  by  William  C.  Noyes 

Black  & white  photographs  of  all  varieties  1816  - 1839  large  cents  by  John  D.  Wright 

Photos  of  Stephen  Nagy  plates  of  Dr.  Maris'  New  Jersey  copper  cent  electrotypes,  by  William  T. 
Anton,  Jr. 

ANS  slide  presentation  and  cassette 
Major  type  set  of  slides  of  U.S.  large  cents 
Death  of  a Die,  slide  set 

Die  Varieties  of  1794  large  cents,  ANS  slide  set  by  George  Ewing,  Jr. 

America's  Copper  Coinage  1783  - 1857,  ANS  slide  set  by  Richard  Doty 

Emission  Sequence  of  Early  Cents,  a paper  by  Denis  W.  Loring  at  the  ANS  conference  November  - 
December  1 984 

United  States  Turban  Cents  1 808  - 1 81 4,  a paper  by  Pete  Smith  at  the  ANS  conference  November 
- December  1 984 

ANS  inventory  of  cents  1793  - 184,  Xerox  copy 

ANS  inventory  of  cents  1793  - 1814,  microfilm 

Half  cent  pressings,  Lanny  Reinhardt 

Cent  Book  (1803)  from  the  National  Archives,  microfilm 

The  Numismatist,  ANA 

LC167C  on  cent  varieties  1816  - 57,  W.  E.  Johnson  (1968  list) 
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United  States  Half  Cents,  Theodore  J.  Venn,  1 91  6,  Xerox  copy.Most  auction  catalogues  of  copper 
in  the  major  coin  companies  since  the  1960's,  originals  or  Xerox  copies,  many  with  PRL 
— ask  about  specific  catalogues. 

The  EAC  Library  does  take  donations.  Please  write  and  ask  before  sending.  Thank  you, 
and  happy  reading. 


*»*«****«**«« 


ASK  JOHN 
John  D.  Wright,  NLG 


"Ask  John"  answers  questions  about  old  coppers  and  EAC.  AJ  questions  can  be  sent  to 
me  at  1468  Timberlane  Drive,  St.  Joseph,  Ml  49085.  If  you  have  written  me  in  the  last  year  and 
haven't  received  an  answer  yet,  please  resubmit  your  question  along  with  a SASE.  Thanks. 

AJ89:  I have  a late-state  1816  N4  cent  that  has  an  obvious  reverse  crack  that  your  book  doesn't 
mention.  Have  you  seen  another  like  this? 

ANS:  Your  pressing  certainly  looked  convincing,  but  I'd  not  commit  without  a careful 
examination  of  your  actual  coin.  (This  crack  would  be  new  to  me  — I'd  seen  nothing  like 
it.)  The  coin  was  then  sent  for  my  perusal  — and  to  the  disappointment  of  both  the  sender 
and  the  writer  — 
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Oh,  what  a fooler  wax,  crud,  or  corrosion  can  be!  The  'crack'  on  your  coin  is  a line  of  hard  wax 
(perhaps  floor  wax?)  whose  identity  is  quite  evident  under  a stereoscope.  I have  picked  off  the 
line  between  TED  STA,  leaving  it  thru  UNIT  and  ATE.  You  could  do  the  same  on  the  rest  with  a 
thorn.  I'm  almost  as  sorry  as  you  are  that  your  find  was  a fooler  instead  of  something  new,  but 
we  all  thank  you  for  sharing  it  with  us.  That's  how  new  information  gets  merged  into  the  book 
for  the  benefit  of  us  all. 


AJ90:  I notice  that  the  Condition  Census  in  The  CENT  Book  1816  - 1839  (Wright)  differs 
in  several  instances  from  that  in  United  States  Large  Cents  1816  - 1839  (Noyes).  Why  is 
this,  and  what  are  we  to  believe? 

ANS:  This  is  covered  in  the  CONDITION  CENSUS  (CC)  discussion  in  The  CENT  Book,  which  you 
should  re-read  carefully.  As  for  'what  are  we  to  believe?',  neither  Bill's  nor  my  book  is  the 
last  word.  Newly-identified  CC  pieces  are  still  showing  up.  Keep  watching  the  pages  of 
Penny-Wise.  Since  publication  of  The  CENT  Book,  the  following  *NEW*  CC-pieces  have 
been  confirmed  by  me: 


17N7  - No  Mouse  - No  new  ones,  I have 
seen  six  of  them 

1 8N4  - 3 or  4 new  ones  at  VG,  one  of  them 
offered  as  "Fine". 

19N7  - +^  (XF) 

22N13  - -1-2  (G) 

27N10  - -M  (VF)  -h2(VG)  + 1 (G) 

27N12  - -t-1  (VG)  +1  (G) 

28N4  - -I- 1 (VF) 

28N12  - +1  (VF 
29N9  - +^  (AU) 

35N4  - +2  (G) 


35N10  - +1  (G) 
35N11  - +1  (G) 


35N12 

35N13 

35N18 

35N19 

38N15 

38N16 

39N15 


+ ^ (MS) 
+ ^ (MS) 
+ ^ (XF) 
+ ^ (VF) 
+ 1 (G) 

+ 2 (VF) 
-1-3  (G) 


-1-2  (VG) 
+ 1 (F) 


• * » • * 


«««•»«»« 
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EAC  MEETING  ON  COMPUSERVE 


ROBERT  FOPPIANO 
P.O.  BOX  191 
WARRENTON  NO  B3383 


e-e4-93 


Dear  Harry, 

I wanted  to  write  and  let  all  EAC  members  know  that  there  is 
an  "eiectronic  meeting  place"  for  EACers . I am  a volunteer  staff 
member  of  the  Collectibles  Forum  on  CompuServe  Information  Serivce, 
one  of  the  major  computer  information  networks. 

Three  years  ago,  we  established  an  "eiectronic  coin  club"  on 
CompuServe,  and  have  held  regular  weekly  meetings  on  Honday  night 
at  10  P.n.  CE.S.T.."'  since  then.  Ue  have  about  EO  EAC  members  in  our 
club,  many  of  whom  Joined  EAC  through  the  "online  application"  that  can 
be  downloaded  from  our  data  library. 

In  addition  to  our  weekly,  on-line,  real  time  meetings,  we  often  hold 
special  "copper  nights"  where  member  log  on,  and  we  discuss  various 
aspects  of  collecting  early  copper.  Recently,  we  found  that  towards  the 
end  of  one  of  our  regular  Uonday  meetings,  the  remaining  members  were  ail 
EACers.  So  we  decided  to  declare  the  meeting  an  "EAC  meeting".  UJe  hope 
you’ll  publish  my  summary  which  follows  shortly.  In  fact,  I hope  you’ll 
publish  this  entire  letter  if  you  think  it  would  interest  other  EAC  members. 

If  any  member  is  interested  in  Joining  us  for  discussions  on  early 
copper  or  any  other  numismatic  sub J ect . . . al 1 that  is  needed  is  a computer  and 
modem.  Those  who  are  not  yet  CompuServe  subscribers  may  call  1-8OO-04B-8199 
and  ask  for  representative  13E.  They  will  receive  a free  intro-pack,  and 
a $15  usage  credit.  Current  CompuServe  subscribers  can  access  the 
Collectibles  Forum  by  typing  GO  COINS. 


UJe  decided  that  it  couldn’t  possibly  be  a "real"  EAC  meeting  if  we 
didn’t  argue  about  grading... so  among  other  things,  we  ended  up  talking 
about  the  EAC  grading  guide  proposed  by  Tom  Fladigan  in  the  Jan.  issue  of  PUJ . 

Ule  also  discussed  the  Colonials  in  the  Cthen)  upcoming  Stack’s  sale, 
and  several  of  those  in  attendance  made  plans  to  meet  at  the  White  Plains 
show  on  the  following  weekend. 

UJe  ended  the  meeting  after  deciding  to  submit  this  summary  to  Penny -Wise 
for  publication,  with  the  wish  that  any  and  all  EAC  members  will  Join  us 
from  time  to  time. 


EAC  NEETING"  ON  COMPUSERVE  CJan.  E5 , 1993) 


Members  in  attendance: 


Bob  Foppiano 
Les  Dawson 
Bruce  Hickmott 


Don  Mituzas 
Bijan  Anvar 
Dennis  Wierzba 


Sincerely , 


Bob  Foppiano 
EAC  #3357 
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OBITUARIES 


Carvin  Goodridge,  EAC  #265 

from  THE  HARTFORD  COURANT,  Wednesday,  January  20,  1993: 

GOODRIDGE:  Lawrence  Carvin,  71,  of  19  Milton  Road,  Forestville,  husband  of  Claire 

(Schneider)  Goodridge,  died  Sunday,  Jan.  1 7,  1 993,  at  Bristol  Hospital.  Born  in  Hebron,  KY., 
June  13,  1921,  he  was  a sen  of  the  late  Allen  and  Olive  (Connor)  Goodridge,  and  a Bristol 
resident  since  1955.  He  was  a design  engineer  for  General  Electric  for  54  years,  where  he 
designed  and  developed  several  products  which  were  patented  before  retiring  in  1985.  He 
laterworked  as  a consultant.  A.  U.S.  Army  Veteran  of  World  War  II,  serving  in  the  Philippines 
and  Korea.  He  was  active  in  sports  and  played  semi-pro  ball  with  the  Cincinnati  Reds 
organization  and  later  with  the  General  Electric  softball  team  for  may  years.  He  was  a coach 
for  the  Pony  League  of  the  Parks  Department.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masons  Lodge  No. 
757,  Kentucky.  Besides  his  wife,  he  leaves  a son,  David  Goodridge  of  Chardon,  Ohio;  three 
daughters,  Margo  Korytko  of  Bristol,  Marlene  Rositer  of  Longwood,  Fla.,  Marsha  Zipp  of 
Farmington;  12  grandchildren;  and  a great-grandchild.  A sister,  Lorena  Clore,  died  earlier. 

Ed  Bucken  adds. 

What  to  say  about  Carvin?  - A Gentleman,  soft-spoken,  knowledgeable,  eagerto  share 
his  knowledge.  I bought  a number  of  Large  Cents  from  Carvin.  He  priced  them  fairly.  He  did 
not  grade  them.  If  you  liked  the  price  for  whatever  you  graded  the  coin,  you  bought  it.  There 
was  never  any  argument  on  grade. 

I will  miss  him. 

Rick  Coleman  adds, 

I had  the  sad  opportunity  to  be  one  of  the  first  to  call  and  discover  that  he  was  gone. 

I was  making  one  of  my  frequent  calls  to  my  Friend  and  Half  Cent  Mentor  when  his  grand- 
daughter answered  and  gave  me  the  sad  news  of  his  passing. 

As  I said  in  mynoteof  condolence  to  his  wife,  words  are  never  enough  when  we  lose 
a good  person  like  Carvin.  I am  proud  to  own  the  two  half  cents  which  he  sold  to  me.  I'm 
sure  that  he  enjoyed  them,  and  I will  think  of  him  whenever  I examine  them.  After  all,  we  are 
all  just  keepers  of  the  coins.  Carvin  just  got  to  keep  more  of  them  than  most  of  us. 

I hope  that  some  "young"  collector  will  have  one  or  two  nice  words  to  offer  on  my 
behalf  when  my  turn  to  keep  the  coins  is  over.  As  to  Carvin,  I will  miss  him. 

George  Trostel  adds, 

I had  known  both  Carvin  and  Claire  for  many  years,  and  had  met  him  while  a member 
of  EAC.  I would  see  him  at  many  of  the  local  coin  shows,  and  he  always  had  a smile  on  his 
face  and  a few  words.  When  we  talked,  it  would  be  for  hours,  and  always  about  coins  — not 
what  he  had,  but  what  I or  others  had.  He  always  wanted  to  know  if  I had  found  anything 
new.  Carvin  and  his  wife  were  always  at  the  EAC  shows  and  had  a table  . . . 

I will  miss  Carvin  Goodridge  dearly,  as  he  was  a kind  and  considerate  gentleman  and 
a warm  friend. 

Mike  Packard  adds, 

I was  very  saddened  to  hear  that  Carvin  Goodridge  had  died.  I always  enjoyed 
stopping  by  his  table  at  the  EAC  Conventions  to  look  at  his  wonderful  Half  Cent  duplicates 
and  to  talk  with  him  and  his  wife,  Claire.  Carvin's  interest  in  half  cents  began  well  before 
EAC  was  formed,  as  indicated  by  his  persistent  use  of  Gilbert  numbers  when  talking  about 
particular  varieties.  His  Half  Cent  collection  was  rich  in  die  varieties,  die  states,  and  errors. 
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He  loved  clipped  and  double  struck  coins  and  any  unusual  error.  However,  he  was  not 
particularly  found  of  coins  with  holes,  as  I recall. 

Carvin  was  a student  of  Half  Cents.  He  could  tell  you  if  your  coin  was  unusual  for  the 
variety  because  all  the  center  lines  in  the  stars  were  well-defined,  or  because  it  had  (or  lacked) 
a bulge  or  clash  marks.  He  was  as  proud  of  the  low  grade  coins  in  his  collection  as  he  was 
of  his  Mint  State  examples,  and  I am  certain  that  until  the  day  he  died,  he  could  tell  a story 
about  every  coin  in  his  collection. 

Carvin  did  not  flaunt  his  knowledge.  He  had  what  I like  to  call  a quiet  strength.  He 
was  always  more  than  willing  to  share  his  knowledge  and  opinions,  but  he  did  not  force  them. 
He  was  always  one  of  the  people  I looked  forward  to  seeing  at  the  EAC  Conventions.  I will 
miss  him. 


* * 


* 


Rob  Retz  writes, 

Vern  Tipka,  EAC  #2618,  died  at  his  home  in  Portland,  Oregon  on  January  6 at  the  age 
of  87.  Vern  devoted  his  numismatic  talents  to  the  development  and  promotion  of  clubs,  both 
nationally  and  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  He  served  as  the  ANA's  regional  representative  for 
the  Pacific  Northwest  and  as  a board  member  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  Numismatic 
Association.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Luci. 


* ************ 


NEW  CANDIDATES  FOR  EAC  MEMBERSHIP 

The  following  persons  have  applied  for  membership  in  EAC  since  the  last  issue  of  P-W. 
Provided  that  no  adverse  comments  on  any  particular  individual  are  received  by  the 
Membership  Committee  before  the  May  issue  of  P-W.  all  will  be  declared  elected  to  full 
membership  at  that  time.  Chairman  of  the  Membership  Committee  is  Rod  Burress,  9743 
Leacreast,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45215. 


NAME 

CITY.  STATE 

MEMBER  # 

Robert  John  Pingle 

Coshocton,  OH 

3910 

Stewart  Jones 

Mill  Creek,  WA 

391  1 

David  Cleaves 

Chantilly,  VA 

3912 

Charles  Manske 

Houston,  TX 

3913 

John  L.  Haddaway 

Tilghman,  MD 

3914 

Geoffrey  K.  Kobb 

St.  Paul,  MN 

3915 

Jason  Carter 

Tulsa,  OK 

3916 

William  T.  Box 

Rolling  Hills  Estates,  CA 

3917 

Tim  Ryder 

Everett,  WA 

3918 

Richard  Andrews 

Massapequa,  NY 

3919 

Dr.  Moses  R.  Johnson 

Maplewood,  NJ 

3920 

Gavin  Johnson 

Laramie,  WY 

3921 

Christopher  Taylor 

Shelton,  CT 

3922 

Fred  Fletcher 

Bedford,  MA 

3923 

Robert  M.  Donath 

Rathdrum,  ID 

3924 

Akio  Lis 

Omaha,  NE 

3925 

Robert  L.  Hall 

Anchorage,  AK 

3926 

John  H.  Anderson 

Milan,  Ml 

3927 
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Marvin  H.  Taichert 
Sheren  L.  Ayotte 
Terry  G.  Lenz 
Jeff  Bedell 
Steven  Lahtinen 
Norman  F.  Pruitt 
Kerry  Lawrence 
Oscar  J.  Sepulveda 
Charles  A.  Champbell,  III 


Las  Vegas,  NM 
Nashua,  NH 
Fort  Collins,  CO 
Renton,  WA 
Vancouver,  WA 
Stockton,  CA 
Cedar  Rapids,  lA 
Laredo,  TX 
Pasadena,  TX 


3928 

3929 

3930 

3931 

3932 

3933 

3934 

3935 

3936 


ANS  RECOVERS  MISSING  LARGE  CENT 


The  American  Numismatic  Society  has  recovered  another  of  the  U.S.  large  cents  taken 
from  its  collection  many  years  ago.  The  coin,  an  1802  S.  231,  was  voluntarily  returned  to 
the  ANS  by  Robinson  S.  Brown,  prominent  businessman,  collector  and  Society  member  from 
Kentucky.  Mr.  Brown  noted  that  he  hopes  his  action  "may  encourage  other  collectors  to  do 
the  same." 

An  expert  on  U.S.  cents,  Del  Bland  of  Mill  Creek,  Washington,  informed  the  ANS  in  a 
report  dated  December  17,  1990,  that  129  large  cents  dated  1793  through  1814  had  been 
removed  from  the  Society's  trays  in  a substitution  scheme.  In  place  of  each  coin  taken,  a 
cent  of  identical  variety  but  of  lesser  grade  was  substituted  without  the  Society's  knowledge 
or  consent.  The  coins  taken  were  all  part  of  the  donation  made  to  the  ANS  by  George  H. 
Clapp  during  the  1937  - 1946  period. 

Mr.  Brown  will  receive  the  substituted  coin  now  in  the  Society's  trays  in  place  of  the 
Clapp  / ANS  coin  which  he  has  kindly  restored  to  its  rightful  place.  This  is  presently  an  option 
offered  by  the  Society  to  collectors  and  investors  who  cooperate  in  reconstituting  the  historic 
ANS  large  cent  collection. 

The  ANS  has  endeavored  to  circulate  information  on  the  missing  large  cents 
through  its  ANSNewsletter,  through  the  press,  by  personal  correspondence,  and  by  other 
means  including  presentations  and  discussion  at  meetings  of  specialty  collector  organizations 
such  as  Early  American  Coppers,  Inc.  A detailed  listing  of  the  missing  coins,  as  prepared  by 
Mr.  Bland  and  ANS  Curator  John  Kleeberg,  is  available  from  the  ANS  on  request.  Individuals 
having  information  on  the  present  whereabouts  of  other  missing  coins,  or  who  wish  further 
information,  are  encouraged  to  contact  Dr.  Kleeberg  at  the  ANS,  Broadway  at  155*^  Street 
New  York,  NY  1 0032;  21  2 / 234  - 31  30;  FAX  21  2 / 234  - 3381 . 


The  standard  format  used  in  today's  grading  guides,  whether  they  be  A.N.A., 
Photograde,  or  the  E.A.C.  Introductory  Pamphlet  lists  the  numerical  and  adjectival  grade  along 
with  a set  of  criteria.  An  example  of  this  would  be: 


AN  ALTERNATIVE  VIEWPOINT  ON  SHARPNESS  GRADING 

Gregory  S.  Heim 
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Basal  State  1 - Only  a portion  of  the  date  and  legend  are  visible  . . . 

An  alternative  method  of  analyzing  sharpness  grading  is  to  transpose  the  sharpness  '' 
grade  and  the  criteria  in  the  following  manner: 

Date  and  Legend:  Only  a portion  needs  to  be  visible  to  qualify  as  a Basal  State  1 , . . . 

By  isolating  the  criteria,  one  can  relate  the  sharpness  grade  to  the  criteria  instead  of 
the  other  way  around.  Though  this  sounds  minor,  the  numismatist  can  pick  a single  focal 
point  and  theoretically  analyze  many  coins  and  calculate  their  sharpness  grades  based  on  that 
component.  This  process  enables  him  to  become  more  intimate  with  the  components  of 
sharpness  grading  instead  of  trying  to  analyze  and  evaluate  the  whole. 

The  following  is  an  EXAMPLE  of  analyzing  the  criteria  with  respect  to  the  grade  for  the 
Coronet,  or  "Matron"  Head  Large  Cent  from  1816  - 1839.  The  information  has  been  taken 
from  the  E.A.C.  Introductory  Guide.  The  grading  relates  to  the  obverse  only.  Admittedly, 
there  were  some  holes  that  had  to  be  filled,  so  they  were  "patched"  up  as  well  as  possible. 

Notice  the  word  EXAMPLE  is  emphasized  in  order  to  point  out  that  this  is  by  no  means  to  be 
taken  as  gospel,  but  simply  as  the  author's  translation  of  the  transposition. 

DATE  AND  LEGEND:  BS1:  Only  a portion  is  visible.  F2;  Approximately  half  can  be  made 
out.  AGS:  Date  is  clear  and  most  of  the  legend  is  readable.  G4,  G5,  G6:  Date  and  entire 
legend  clear.  VG7:  Date  and  entire  legend  must  be  plain. 

ATTRIBUTION:  BS1:  Rarely  attributable.  F2:  Occasionally.  AGS:  Usually. 

LIBERTY:  G4:  Portion  of  LIBE  worn  away.  G5:  All  letters  clear.  G6,  VG7:  All  letters  plainly 
seen. 

CORONET  LINE:  G5:  Weak  above  IBE.  G6:  Weak  above  E. 

BACK  HAIR  CORD:  VG7:  About  half  visible.  VG8:  More  than  half.  VG10:  Full  and  clear. 

FI  2,  FI  5:  Complete,  but  moderately  worn.  VF20:  Stand  out,  but  worn.  VF25,  VF30, 

VF35:  Lightly  worn,  but  sharp.  XF40:  Sharp  and  bold. 

INNER  HAIR  CORD:  VG10:  About  half  visible.  FI  2:  Complete,  but  will  show  weakness. 

FI  5 and  higher:  refer  to  the  back  hair  cord. 

HAIR  DETAIL  ABOVE  CORONET:  FI  2:  Some  detail  visible.  F15,VF20:  Considerable  detail 
visible.  VF25:  All  detail  except  over  ER  in  LIBERTY.  VF30:  Only  highest  points  will  show 
wear.  VF35,  XF40:  Only  the  slightest  wear  visible.  XF45:  Nearly  all  visible. 

HAIR  DETAIL  BETWEEN  HAIR  CORDS:  VF20:  Moderate  detail  visible.  VF25:  About  half  of 
the  detail  is  visible.  VF30,  VF35:  At  least  3/4  detail.  XF40:  Full  detail  with  wear  only  on 
high  points. 

CURL  IN  FRONT  OF  EAR:  VF30:  Barely  visible.  VF35:  Visible,  but  weak.  XF40:  Fairly 
sharp.  XF45:  Sharp. 

HAIR  ABOVE  THE  EYE:  XF40:  Some  detail  visible.  XF45  and  AU50:  Slightly  worn.  AU55: 

Trace  of  wear. 
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Please  keep  in  mind  that  this  approach  is  not  a panacea  to  the  grading  problem,  but 
simply  an  alternative  viewpoint,  just  as  its  title  suggests.  There  are  a plethora  of  vague, 
subjective  terms  such  as  "slight,  considerable,  barely,  some,"  etc.  Since  sharpness  grading 
itself  is  subjective,  albeit  the  least  subjective  area  of  E.A.C.  grading,  interpretation  of  each 
individual  among  KNOWLEDGEABLE  and  QUALIFIED  numismatists  is  always  a factor.  This 
procedure  is  an  attempt  to  create  more  of  the  aforementioned. 

Your  comments  are  welcome.  You  may  write  to  me  at  P.O.  Box  4595,  Warren,  N.J. 
07059  - 0595,  or  call  at  (908)  769  - 5317  from  10  AM  to  10  PM  ET. 

**«*««»«««««« 


HOW  MUCH  SHOULD  I BID  ON  A 35  N1  IN  AU-50? 
Bob  Travis 


The  1 835  N1  middle  date  cent  is  supposedly  quite  common.  Jack  Robinson  lists  it  as 
R1  + in  COR.  In  choice  condition  he  goes  a little  higher  to  R2.  This  suggests  that  it  should 
be  a fairly  easy  variety  to  locate.  However,  there  is  one  qualifying  factor,  it  is  a RED  BOOK 
variety.  That  obviously  increases  the  competition. 

A nice  45  to  50  coin,  with  no  significant  problems,  has  been  on  my  want  list  for 
several  years.  In  view  of  its  rarity  rating  I expected  that  it  would  be  fairly  easy  to  acquire. 
That  was  definitely  not  the  case.  Admittedly,  I have  not  been  able  to  attend  an  EAC 
convention.  Had  I done  so  I may  have  located  a suitable  example  long  ago.  I do  attend  many 
local  shows,  but  little  in  the  way  of  nice  middle  dates  is  available  at  the  local  level.  A few  bad 
experiences  early  on  with  major  national  dealers  that  advertise  in  COIN  WORLD, 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS,  etc.  have  eliminated  that  avenue.  The  remaining  opinion  for  acquiring 
nice  material  is  through  EAC  dealers.  That  is  not  a bad  option. 

I have  been  on  Tom  Reynolds's  mailing  list  for  three  years  and  on  Chris  McCawley's 
since  1 986.  During  that  period  Tom  did  not  list  any  35  N1  's  in  EF-40  or  better.  In  his  series 
of  articles  in  PENNY-WISE  in  1990,  where  he  reported  all  large  cents  that  he  has  owned  in 
25  years,  including  1 0 years  as  a dealer,  Tom  listed  37  pieces,  but  that  included  only  one  45, 
one  50,  and  one  55.  Apparently  those  sold  before  I started  receiving  his  mailing  list.  As 
noted  above,  my  dealings  with  Chris  McCawley  go  back  at  least  six  years.  During  that  time 
his  fixed  price  list  has  included  only  one  EF-40  coin.  That  piece  was  described  as  EF-45, 
lustrous  golden  tan  with  a couple  of  carbon  spots  on  the  cheek,  net  40.  Since  I detest  spots 
I resisted  the  temptation  of  ordering  that  one,  at  least  for  a while.  In  checking  back  issues 
of  Chris's  catalogs,  I discovered  that  he  had  owned  that  coin  for  several  years.  That 
suggested  to  me  that  the  coin  probably  had  problems.  Otherwise  someone  surely  would  have 
purchased  it!  To  make  a long  story  short,  I finally  decided  to  take  a look  at  it.  The  coin  was 
accurately  described,  so  I sent  off  a check  for  $225.  The  carbon  spot  on  the  cheek  was  not 
too  bad.  In  addition  there  were  two  black  streaks  spanning  the  obverse  field  between  the 
mouth  and  the  rim.  A little  work  with  a cactus  thorn  removed  the  black  to  reveal  a couple 
of  light  planchet  laminations.  It  would  do  until  something  better  came  along.  In  the  mean 
time,  I also  ordered  a coin  advertised  in  PENNY-WISE  as  AU-50  by  another  EAC  dealer.  That 
one  turned  out  to  be  a nice  40  coin,  at  a 50  price,  so  back  it  went. 

When  it  rains  it  pours.  After  several  years  of  waiting  before  buying  Chris's  coin,  and 
while  it  was  still  settling  into  my  collection,  Chris  and  Bob  Grellman  sent  me  a copy  of  their 
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January  1 993  auction  catalog.  Lot  222  was  described  as:  " 1 835  N1 , R1  + , AU50  + . Frosty 
tan  and  light  brown.  A choice  cent  with  only  a few  minor  contact  marks.  Sharply  struck, 
intermediate  die  state.  Choice  color.  Ex  Bowers  & Marena,  Oct.  '90.  Evan  Kopald."  The 
coin  was  plated  in  about  twice  actual  size.  It  appeared  to  be  just  what  I needed.  A quick  call 
to  Chris  confirmed  that  it  did  not  have  anything  unusual  on  the  reverse  so  I decided  to  submit 
a bid.  I should  say  that  Chris  offered  to  send  me  the  coin  for  inspection,  but  I was  on  my  way 
out  of  town  for  a couple  of  weeks.  I would  have  to  trust  his  verbal  description  and  the  plate 
photo. 


Now  for  the  hard  part.  How  much  should  I bid?  In  my  experience,  if  you  submit  a 
reasonable  mail  bid  in  an  auction  of  this  sort  one  of  several  things  might  happen.  If  the  coin 
is  truly  choice  the  bidding  will  probably  blow  right  by  current  price  levels.  If  you  come  fairly 
close  to  value  a floor  bidder  need  only  up  the  bid  one  notch  and  you  lose.  On  the  other  hand 
if  the  piece  is  over  graded  the  mail  bidder  will  own  it.  So,  how  much  should  I bid?  A quick 
check  of  COR  suggested  a value  of  $325  - 375  for  AU50  and  $400  - 500  for  AU-55.  Should 
I send  in  a bid  in  the  $400  range?  After  all  the  piece  was  described  as  AD  50 + . However, 
I know  that  CQR  prices  can  be  high  at  times.  Other  times  they  are  low.  But  then  as  Jack 
Robinson  says,  CQR  is  only  a guide. 

Obviously  a little  more  homework  was  in  order.  I am  not  a collector  of  numismatic 
literature,  but  I do  manage  to  acquire  reference  material  pertinent  to  what  I collect.  In  that 
light  I have  most  of  the  recent  (last  1 5 years)  auction  catalogs  that  have  featured  middle  date 
collections.  A quick  check  of  those  resulted  in  the  following  information: 

Starr  II,  lot  1715,  EF-40,  N1  1/2,  minor  problems,  sod  (S  $187.  The  same  coin  reappeared 
in  the  Chalkley  sale,  lot  767,  as  EF45  and  sold  @ $632. 

Robbie  Brown,  lot  764,  EF-45  sold  (^$528.  This  coin  reappeared  in  the  Mendelson  sale,  lot 
468  and  sold  @#352. 

Matthews,  lot  752,  EF-40,  sharpness  45,  few  problems,  sold  @ $286. 

Kuntz,  lot  468,  AU-50,  60  sharpness  with  planchet  defect  over  star  10-11  brought  $660. 

This  was  all  I could  find.  Other  than  a problem  55  net  45  coin  in  the  Chalkley  sale  and 
a couple  of  MS  coins  nothing  else  surfaces.  And  this  is  a common  coin! 

This  brings  me  back  to  the  issue  at  hand.  How  much  should  I bid?  Needless  to  say, 
I had  to  have  the  coin.  My  best  guess  was  that  it  would  bring  in  the  neighborhood  of  $600. 

I didn't  want  to  lose  it  to  a floor  bidder  if  I was  close  so  I decided  to  add  a little  extra.  I also 
knew  that  it  might  bring  somewhat  less  than  my  bid.  If  so,  then  I get  it  cheaper.  One  has 
to  proceed  with  caution  when  overbidding,  though,  as  all  it  takes  is  one  overzealous  floor 
bidder,  or  another  anxious  mail  bidder,  to  drive  the  price  up.  After  taking  all  these  aspects 
into  consideration,  I abandoned  all  caution  and  bid  $725.  After  all,  I h^  to  have  it.  Well,  I 
was  lucky.  A few  days  after  the  sale  I received  a letter  from  Bob  Grellman  informing  me  that 
I had  won  lot  222  at  $575.  When  the  commission  and  shipping  charges  were  added  it  came 
to  $638.  Not  bad. 

What's  the  take  home  message?  If  you  want  to  bid  intelligently  in  mail  bid  auctions, 
and  with  reasonable  success,  a little  research  is  advisable.  Most  EAC  dealers  will  happily 
supply  serious  collectors  with  their  fixed  price  lists.  Auction  catalogs,  at  least  the  recent 
ones,  are  fairly  cheap.  I suppose  that  I could  have  cut  the  bid  a little  closer,  but  then  as  I 
have  already  stated,  I had  to  have  the  coin.  It  sure  looks  nice  in  my  collection. 
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THREE  HOURS  WITH  "PROFESSOR"  GRELLMAN 
AT  THE  F.U.N.  CONVENTION 

Y.  P.  Krespi 


Since  only  a Professor  can  nominate  and  promote  another  professor,  being  one  at 
Columbia  University  Medical  School,  I take  this  opportunity  and  grant  Bob  Grellman  the 
Professorship  in  Copper.  I have  had  many  opportunities  to  talk  to  Bob  on  the  phone  regarding 
copper  and  finally  we  met  at  the  F.U.N.  Convention.  I brought  along  four  or  five  boxes  of  my 
select  coins  for  Bob  to  examine,  grade,  and  attribute.  We  spent  several  hours  in  my  hotel 
room  over  some  iced  tea  and  cookies  on  a rainy  and  humid  Florida  afternoon. 

For  me  (and  my  wife)  this  was  a very  pleasant  teaching  experience.  Bob  took  his  time 
and  answered  most  of  my  "stupid"  questions  patiently.  My  'lovely'  coins  suffered  a 
tremendous  downgrading  and  humiliation.  Which  is  no  surprise.  The  most  traumatic 
experience  was  when  Bob  started  calling  them  pickle,  orange,  pumpkin,  bag  lady,  etc.  I finally 
grabbed  the  true  meaning  of  whizzed,  buzzed,  scratched,  cleaned,  brushed,  wheeled,  etc.  At 
the  end  I can  feel  some  relief  thinking  that  true  experience  develops  from  past  mistakes. 

Bob  is  a true  Professor  — knowledgeable,  gentle,  kind,  caring,  determined,  honest, 
sincere,  and  eager  to  teach.  Overall,  we  had  a great  time  at  the  F.U.N.  Convention.  I bought 
28  high  grade  copper  coins  for  my  collection  and  had  a tremendous  Fellowship  on  coppers 
with  Professor  Bob  Grellman. 

* ************ 

RARE  WASHINGTON  PIECE  DISCOVERED 
Jim  Young,  Jr. 


While  attending  a recent  coin  show  in  Delaware,  I made  what  has  turned  out  to  be  a 
rather  exciting  discovery.  I was  looking  through  a dealer's  early  copper  inventory  and  noticed 
a peculiar  WASHINGTON  & INDEPENDENCE  piece. 

Now  I really  know  nothing  about  the  WASHINGTON  pieces  in  particular.  I do  know 
the  1783  - dated  Military  busts.  Draped  Busts,  UNITY  STATES,  Double  Heads,  etc.  were 
made  in  Birmingham,  England  around  1 805  (?)  but  that's  about  it,  just  Redbook  information. 

But  this  piece  just  had  a "wrong"  look  to  it:  legends,  date,  denticles,  devices  all 
seemed  different.  I suspected  a contemporary  counterfeit,  and  never  recalled  hearing  of  such 
in  the  WASHINGTON  series.  I decided  to  take  a chance,  so  I met  the  dealer's  price  of  $55. 

Once  I got  the  piece  home  and  took  a good  look  at  it,  I noticed  a spelling  (engraving) 
error:  INDEPENDENCE  was  instead  spelled  jN^EPEDENC^  - that  sure  quickened  my  pulse! 

Ultimately  I contacted  EAC'er  Mike  Packard.  He  had  a copy  of  Walter  Breen's 
ENCYCLOPEDIA.  Following  my  descriptions,  Mike  attributed  the  piece  as  Breen  #1  200,  Vlack 
24-T.  Breen's  1987  edition  described  the  piece  as  a contemporary  counterfeit,  made  in 
Birmingham,  England;  apparently  made  by  a William  Lutwyche,  and  UNIQUE,  the  one  previous 
piece  found  in  1 964. 
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My  piece  is  approximately  VG  to  Fine,  not  quite  as  sharp  as  the  Breen-illustrated  piece, 
but  much  smoother  and  porosity-free. 

Do  others  exist? 

Needless  to  say,  I now  own  a copy  of  Breen's  ENCYCLOPEDIA. 

I will  have  this  piece  with  me  at  EAC,  available  for  viewing,  with  trade  or  sale  a distinct 
possibility. 

Remember,  always  buy  the  book  before  the  coin,  but  not  this  time. 


************* 


ROD  BURRESS,  EAC  #109  9743  Leacrest  Cincinnati,  OH  45215 


FOR  SALE; 


250  sheets  $2.50 
$3.00 

$8.50  per  1 ,000 
$2.50 


#4  Soft  jeweler's  brush  $7.50  each 
Jeweler's  tissue  4X4  inch  Box  of  1,000  sheets  $7.50 
Xylol  - 4 oz.  bottle  plus  100  wooden  stick  Q-tips 
Wooden  stick  Q-tips  $4.50  per  500 
Blue  Ribbon  Coin  Conditioner  2 oz.  bottle 
Cast  Iron  Notary  Seal  Machine  converted  to  make  aluminum 

foil  pressings  - medium  size  $34.00  large  size  $37.00 
Notary  Press  - unconverted  - for  the  do-it-yourselfer  med.  $17.00  Ig.  $19.00 
Double  Row  Coin  Storage  Box  for  2X2  holders  14  inches  long 

premium  quality  heavy  duty  103  wgt.  pasteboard  - Color  Red  or  Black  $4.25  ea. 
Heavy  Duty  28  lb.  2X2  coin  envelopes  colors  WHITE  or  GRAY 

box  of  500  $9.00  Specify  color  desired.  Send  SASE  for  sample. 

Cotton  liners  1 00  percent  soft  cotton  flannel  interest.  Fit  inside 

standard  2X2  coin  envelopes.  Send  SASE  for  sample  $19.00  per  hundred 
VIGOR  10X  Triplet  magnifying  glass  very  high  quality  optics  extra  wide 
1 3/1  6 inch  lens  best  glass  on  market  to  my  knowledge  $45.00 
Sulfur  ointment  10%  1 -f  oz.  jar  $2.50 

Attribution  guides  for  Matron  Head  Cents  1816-35  ....  37  pgs.  $4.00 


Add  $2.50  per  order  ($3.00  for  western  states)  for  shipping.  Shipment  by  UPS  - you  must 
give  a street  address,  not  deliverable  to  P.O.  Box  number. 


WRITE  FOR  FREE  PRICE  LIST  OF  LARGE  CENTS  FOR  SALE. 

Emphasis  on  coppers  with  nice  color  and  surfaces.  Mostly  in  the  $10  to  $200  price  range. 
Many  choice  middle  dates.  Many  nice  early  dates.  Some  late  dates,  half  cents,  hard  times 
tokens. 


************* 
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RICHARD  STRILEY  writes. 

I retired  about  seven  years  ago  and  to  use  up  some  of 
my  spare  time,  I got  involved  in  collecting  early  American 
coins. 

I acquired  a 17^9  silver  dollar  that  did  not  match  the 
Bolender  B-5  listea  in  his  reference.  I called  Jules  Reiver 
and  was  really  surprised  that  he  had  the  time  to  explain  his 
view  about  t.he  dollar  I hao:  Jules  also  suggested  that  I 
Join  E.A.C.  and  J.R.C.S..  which  I did.  (My  dollar  turned 
out  to  be  B-5b ) . 

As  a beginner.  I found  it  difficult  to  approach  some 
dealers  and  individuals  at  coin  shows  to  ask  questions-- 
having  had  some  bad  experiences  with  slab  dealers.  I then 
attended  the  last  Long  Beach  Show;  and  if  I saw  a dealer  s 
showcase  had  a good  selection  of  Large  Cents  and  similar 
early  U.S.  material,  I would  stop  and  ask  them  if  they  were 
a memoer  of  E.A.C.  If  they  said  yes.  I would  show  them  my 
coins  and  ask  the  questions  I needed  answered,  as  I then 
felt  more  at  ease . 

The  first  EAC  er  I met  was  Don  Valenziano.  from  Hicks- 
ville.  NY.  He  looked  at  my  coins  and  verified  that  I had 
the  right  Sheldon  numbers  on  them  and  answered  my  questions 
concerning  grading.  (He  also  added  that  grading  can  st i li 
be  controversial!)  I found  Don  very  courteous,  a credit  to 
E.A.C. 

The  next  E.A.C.  dealer  I met  was  Tom  Reynolds  from 
Omaha.  NE.  Tom  was  also  very  helpful  in  showing  me  how  he 
grades  early  copper.  I had  a C-3  half  cent  F-15,  17Q3  Chain 
Cent  S-4  F-15,  and  a 1793  Wreath  Cent  S-llc  VF-20 ; he  stated 
it  depends  on  who  is  grading.  The  one  coin  I had  which  I 
was  not  sure  I had  attributed  properly  was  a 1796  NC-4.  It 
appeared  to  be  the  same  variety  listed  in  the  Noyes  refer- 
ence. but  it  had  a die  crack  over  ATES,  similar  to  S-lOOo. 
Tom  stated  that  the  attribution  was  correct,  and  that  he  had 
two  of  them  with  the  same  die  crack.  He  graded  my  coin  G-4. 

Again,  .he  was  very  helpful  . E.A.C.  should  be  very 
proud  of  members  such  as  these  gentlemen! 

I am  writing  this  because  I suspect  many  of  our  members 
may  feel  like  I did.  They  collect  the  coins,  and  get  their 
information  from  P-W  and  various  catalogs,  out  they  are  shy 
to  step  forward  and  ask  questions  for  fear  of  being  consi- 
dered stupid.  I would  like  to  assure  them  that,  of  the 
E.A.C.  members  I have  met,  ALL  have  been  willing  to  help, 
and  have  been  very  informative. 

By  the  way,  there  are  still  Goodies  "out  there";  I 
found  that  ''96  NC-4  in  a little  coin  shop  going  through 
some  Junk. 


* 


¥■ 


* 
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Michael  G.  Fahey,  ANACS  Senior  Numismatist,  writes. 

Having  read  a number  of  accounts  in  PENNY-WISE  concerning  Teletrade  and 
professional  grading  services,  I feel  compelled  to  respond.  I believe  that  a basic  fact  is  being 
missed  in  these  discussions  — EAC  grading  and  "Market"  grading  are  NOT  directly 
comparable. 

EAC  grading  consists  of  applying  a strict  "detail"  standard  to  a given  grade,  then 
adjusting  the  grade  for  surface  problems,  eye  appeal,  remaining  lustre,  striking  irregularities, 
and  so  on.  The  resulting  "Net"  grade  will  be  rather  subjective  for  certain  coins,  as  different 
collectors  will  vary  in  their  estimate  of  the  severity  of  a given  problems. 

Market  grading,  which  is  employed  by  all  of  the  major  professional  grading  services, 
attempts  to  correlate  the  grade  with  the  value  of  a given  coin.  Those  items  with  severe 
problems  are  generally  not  graded.  Coins  with  minor  problems  are  typically  "Net"  graded 
lower,  similar  to  the  EAC  approach.  Again,  assigned  grades  will  be  subjective  for  certain 
coins. 

It  is  in  the  area  of  market  value  that  the  two  grading  methods  veer  sharply  away  from 
one  another.  Mr.  Kozoman  illustrates  this  perfectly  in  his  discussion  on  AD  half  cents. 
Evidently  a price  range  of  $ 1 50  - $ 1 70  for  a nice  EAC  AU  50  + half  cent  is  acceptable  to  Mr. 
Kozoman.  Current  "Bid"  for  these  coins  is  AU  — $95,  MS-60  — $120,  MS-61  — $130  to 
$156,  MS-62  — $140  to  $170.  Thus  we  have  a situation  where  a $150  coin  can  be 
realistically  and  accurately  graded  AU  50  -t-  by  one  grading  system,  and  MS-61  to  MS-62  BRN 
by  the  other  grading  system.  Who  is  wrong? 

ANACS'  own  experiences  with  EAC  grading  further  illustrate  this  point.  When  we 
purchased  a number  of  large  cents  for  our  grading  set  in  the  late  1980's,  we  were  offered 
dozens  of  choice  pieces.  Invariably  the  EAC  grade  was  very  conservative  by  market 
standards,  but  the  price  quoted  was  virtually  identical  to  the  Market  grade  for  the  coin.  For 
example,  several  EAC  AU-55  Braided  Hair  large  cents  were  offered  to  us  for  MS-63  BRN 
prices.  Those  we  graded  MS-63  BRN  or  higher  were  purchased  for  the  grading  set.  We  saw 
no  reason  to  argue  the  merits  of  either  grading  system,  recognizing  that  it  was  an  "apples  to 
oranges"  situation. 

I do  wish  to  point  out  one  error.  Mr.  Kozoman  warned  his  EAC  colleagues  about 
ANACS  and  NGC  material,  proposing  a "PCGS  only"  approach.  He  reasoned  that  since  PCGS' 
fees  are  "three  times  as  much"  as  ANACS  and  NGC,  the  quality  of  PCGS'  grading  must  be 
superior.  Unfortunately  for  this  theory,  the  current  PCGS  grading  fee  most  comparable  to  the 
ANACS  Teletrade  special  (presently  $8)  is  $1  2.  This  fee  is  their  Economy  service  ($15  with 
a $3  rebate,  for  a net  of  $12).  The  current  ANACS  fee  that  is  directly  comparable  to  the 
PCGS  $ 1 2 fee  is  our  Submission  Center  regular  rate  of  $ 1 1 . We  offer  a faster  turnaround  and 
less  restrictions  for  this  rate. 

I strongly  recommend  that  any  collector  who  employs  EAC  standards  be  reasonable 
about  his  expectations  when  purchasing  slabbed  coins.  I would  like  to  point  out  that  ANACS 
is  the  opl.y  major  grading  service  that  lists  attributions,  an  option  that  is  greatly  appreciated 
by  many  of  our  customers.  As  concerns  Teletrade,  we  have  been  informed  on  several 
occasions  that  the  return  rate  for  ANACS  coins  on  Teletrade  is  the  lowest  of  the  three  grading 
services. 

Lasting,  ANACS  has  worked  hard  over  the  years  at  being  a "User  Friendly"  grading 
service.  We  accept  direct  submissions  from  collectors,  our  graders  regularly  attend  coin 
shows  and  offer  free  grading  and  authentication  opinions  at  our  table,  and  our  Customer 
Service  people  are  courteous,  helpful  and  pleasant.  We  look  forward  to  being  of  service. 
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&djtof  s response:  I believe  ^ experienced  collectors  eventually  arrive  at  something  like  the 
cited  situation,  in  which  a given  coin  "grades  $150"  — the  problem  occurs  when  undue 
reliance  is  put  on  any  system  of  grading  "shorthand,"  before  that  relevant  experience  is 
obtained.  And  while  that  process  can  be  accelerated  with  appropriate  teachers  and  teaching 
aids,  I don't  believe  there's  any  way  to  really  bypass  it. 

* ♦ • 


Denis  Loring  writes. 

Once  again  this  year,  I will  be  running  ten  kilometers  on  May  2"‘‘  to  help  raise  money 
for  the  fight  against  AIDS.  I'll  have  my  usual  sign-up  sheet  at  the  EAC  convention  in  Dallas. 
For  those  not  attending  the  convention,  I invite  you  to  sponsor  me,  for  any  amount  you  wish. 
I will  match  your  contribution  dollar  for  dollar  (up  to  $500),  and  then  my  company  will  match 
us  both.  Thus,  every  dollar  you  give  becomes  $4.00.  Last  year,  EAC  helped  raise  nearly 
$4000  to  help  fight  AIDS. 

Send  your  check  to:  Denis  Loring,  Box  363,  New  York,  NY  10101  - 0363.  I 
appreciate  your  generosity,  both  then  and  now. 

Also,  I'll  be  given  a presentation  at  the  A.N.A.  Convention's  Numismatic  Theatre. 
Topic:  How  to  Grade  Early  Cooper.  Tentative  time:  Saturday,  July  31 , 1 2 noon. 


* «- 


Garry  Apelian  writes, 

I was  sorry  to  hear  about  Ken  Wilson's  death  in  the  last  issue  of  Penny-Wise.  About 
a year  and  a half  ago,  I had  purchased  his  entire  collection  of  counterstamped  coins.  A real 
"old  timer,"  Ken  had  a great  eye  for  quality  and  rarity.  He  had  one  of  the  largest 
counterstamped  half  cent  collections  and  many  of  the  new  varieties  will  be  included  for  the 
first  time  in  Dr.  Brunk's  new  edition  of  "American  and  Canadian  Countermarked  Coins."  He 
will  be  missed. 


* * 


* 


David  Stebbing  writes, 

After  reading  your  lamentations  over  the  loss  of  enthusiasm  in  EAC  and  the  outline  of 
Denis  Loring's  course  in  the  November  issue  of  Penny-Wise.  I would  like  to  propose  (if  Denis 
is  willing)  that  the  course  in  its  entirety  be  serialized  in  Penny-Wise,  possibly  to  be  collected 
later  as  a book.  A basic  and  thorough  introduction  like  this  would  stimulate  interest  among 
new  members  and  help  to  demystify  the  whole  process  of  attribution,  grading,  storing, 
pricing,  buying,  selling,  etc. 

We  newer  members  find  ourselves  in  the  heady  and  ratified  atmosphere  of  a highly 
specialized,  complex,  and  much  loved  hobby,  amid  the  stormy  debates  among  our  more  expert 
members.  It  can  leave  one  a bit  at  sea.  And  not  all  of  us  can  make  it  out  to  Colorado 
Springs!  I believe  such  a course  could  slow  down  the  rate  of  turnover  among  the  membership 
by  capturing  their  attention. 

Perhaps  the  course  could  even  be  offered  as  a weekend  seminar  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  at  the  expense  of  the  regional  chapters.  Or  as  a video? 
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P.S.:  I am  another  member  who  is  disappointed  that  things  did  not  work  out  for  an 
EAC  convention  in  Philadelphia.  I hope  the  300-plus  members  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Delaware  get  another  chance  before  too  long  to  organize  a convention 
in  the  mid-Atlantic  region.  Perhaps  this  year's  disappointment  will  be  a spur  to  wider  and 
more  active  participation. 


» 


* 


Robert  Kril  writes. 

Regarding  the  outline  of  Denis  boring's  course  on  large  cents,  as  published  in  the 
November  1 5,  1 992  issue  of  Penny-Wise.  I would  be  immensely  interested  in  having  "Part  VIII 
— Restoration,  preservation  and  storage"  reproduced  for  reading. 

As  a collector  of  thirty-five  years,  I have  yet  to  see  an  article  in  any  numismatic 
publication  that  deals  with  the  subject  of  restoration  in  a manner  truly  helpful  to  the  advanced 
numismatist.  It  is  difficult  to  comprehend  the  absence  of  more  sophisticated  information  in 
a society  so  highly  educated. 

I would  also  like  to  see  the  implementation  in  Penny-Wise  of  a "Questions  & Answers" 
column  restricted  to  queries  regarding  matters  of  restoration  and  preservation.  Answers 
should  be  provided  by  the  general  membership.  Such  a format  would  provide  a wide  range 
of  approaches  and  further  increase  the  existing  body  of  knowledge. 

# # # 


Paul  Hybert  writes, 

I plan  to  scan  all  issues  of  Penny-Wise  into  a personal  computer.  One  "Word  Perfect 
for  Windows,  5.1 " file  will  contain  either  one  article,  editorial,  report,  announcement,  or  one 
issue's  worth  of  letters  to  the  editor. 

The  photographs  that  accompany  articles  will  be  included,  BUT  NOT  loose  / filler 
photographs  from  the  EAC  convention.  When  scanned,  half-tone  renderings  of  photographs 
of  people  produce  a poor  result;  photographs  of  coins  produce  better  results  after  a bit  of 
work,  and  line  drawings  show  nicely.  The  Swaps  and  Sales  section  will  not  be  included,  due 
to  the  large  amount  of  formatting  and  proofreading  involved.  For  some  issues,  it  seemed  as 
if  half  of  the  processing  time  for  an  issue  had  been  spent  on  just  the  ads. 

I have  borrowed  (from  a local  member)  and  scanned  issues  120  to  134  inclusive,  I 
have  issues  from  135  on,  and  I will  start  borrowing  the  other  issues  from  the  EAC  library. 
Since  I was  processing  about  two  issues  (including  ads)  per  week  once  I developed  a 
procedure,  I hope  to  process  between  three  and  four  issues  per  week  by  ignoring  the  ads. 
At  two  months  per  five-year  bundle  from  the  library,  this  will  keep  me  busy  into  1994. 

The  goal  of  all  this  is  a CD-ROM.  Whether  this  would  be  a commercial  or  a club 
product  is  for  the  future  to  decide.  I recognize  the  EAC's  copyright  to  all  Penny-Wise  material, 
but  my  making  one  scanned  copy  for  my  use  is  allowed.  Anything  further  would  require 
something  official  with  the  EAC  board.  Look  for  a letter,  late  this  year,  about  my  progress. 
Although  I will  not  attend  EAC  '93  in  Dallas,  I will  be  at  Central  States  near  Chicago  in  late 
May;  I hope  to  attend  the  EAC  meeting  there. 


************* 
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SWAPS  AND  SALES 


EAC'ers  are  invited  to  submit  their  ads  for  inclusion  in  this  column.  The  first  twelve 
lines  are  free.  ADS  LARGER  THAN  1 2 LINES  MUST  BE  SUBMITTED  CAMERA-READY,  AND 
PAID  IN  ADVANCE.  A full-page  ad  is  $80,  one-third  page  is  $30.  Ads  should  be  limited  to 
early  American  Coppers  or  tokens.  Deadline  for  material  to  appear  in  the  May  15,1  993  issue 
is  April  30,  1993.  All  ads  must  include  the  individual  membership  number  of  a current 
member  in  good  standing.  Copy  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor,  Harry  E.  Salyards,  606  North 
Minnesota  Avenue,  Hastings,  NE  68901. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE: 

Early  American  Coppers,  Inc.  publisher  of  Penny-Wise,  does  not  examine  any  of  the  material 
advertised  in  Penny-Wise,  nor  does  it  review  any  of  the  advertising  therein.  Early  American 
Coppers,  Inc.  assumes  no  responsibility  or  liability  for  any  advertisement  (or  the  material 
described  therein)  and  no  party  shall  have  recourse  against  Early  American  Coppers,  Inc.  All 
transactions  arising  or  relating  to  any  advertisement  in  Penny-Wise  shall  strictly  be  between 
the  parties  thereto.  Complaints  concerning  advertisers  (or  respondents)  should  be  referred  to 
the  President  of  Early  American  Coppers,  Inc.;  complaints  may  result  in  abridgement, 
suspension,  or  terminations  of  membership  or  advertising  privileges. 


BOB  GRELLMAN,  EAC  #575  P.O.  Box  951988  Lake  Mary,  FL  32795-1988 

For  Sale:  Deluxe  hardbound  copies  of  the  Attribution  Guide  for  United  States  Large  Cents 

1840  - 1857.  The  standard  reference  for  attributing  late  date  large  cent.  Autographed 
on  request.  $70  postpaid.  (A  few  slightly  damaged  copies  with  corner  bruise  from 
shipping  are  available  for  $50. 

Attribution  Service:  I offer  an  attribution  service  for  late  date  large  cents.  I will  attribute  your  cents 

for  $1  each  plus  return  postage.  This  charge  includes  crud  removal  when  necessary,  and 
I’ll  include  my  opinion  as  to  sharpness  and  net  grades  if  requested.  No  quantity  limit, 
fast  service,  lifetime  guarantee. 

Want  Lists:  Send  me  your  want  list  for  late  date  cents.  I can  help. 

************* 

JOE  PIERVINCENTI,  EAC  #3029  Box  554  Pelham,  NY  10803 

(914)  235  - 3569 

I am  seriously  interested  in  acquiring  high  grade  colonials,  especially  State  coppers,  and  have  high 

grade  and  choice  Large  Cents  to  sell  or  trade  with  as  well  as  other  Colonials.  Outright  purchase  OK  too. 

My  number  is  Voice  and  Fax.  Call  anytime! 

************* 

DAVID  CLEAVES,  EAC  #3912  13710  Springhaven  Dr.  Chantilly,  VA  22021 

For  sale  or  trade  for  Colonials: 


1787  NJ  M 63-s,  G,  large  planchet,  dark  and  porous,  ample  detail  but  well  worn,  clear  date  $19 

1803  Large  Cent,  Fr2,  recognizable  but  used  and  abused,  several  nicks  (no  postage  needed)  5 

1807  Large  Cent,  AG/G,  worn  smooth,  most  features  present,  strong  date,  nice  coloration  18 

1829  Half  Cent,  VG-F,  light  golden  brown,  attractive  28 

Please  add  $2  for  postage.  2 weeks  return  for  any  reason. 


************* 
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FRANK  STEIMLE,  EAC  it22A4  2200  Appleby  Dr.  Wanamassa,  NJ  07712 

For  sale  or  swap  for  other  colonial  coopers: 

Vermont  1788  R-25  (Breen  724)  Good,  smooth  brown  surfaces,  typical  centr  rev  weakness,  date  and 

legends  evident  $ 37.00 

Ct  1787  M 33.2-Z.5,  VG/Fr  lightly  por.,  old  cor.  on  rev 10. (K) 

1787  M 33.6-KK  (R-4),  por.  Gd,  date,  leg.  & x ribn  clear  19.00 

1787  M 37.9-e  (R-5),  Fine,  light  por.,  3 old  well-blended  small  1 mm.  depressions  on  cheek  and 

neck  of  obv  hd  45.00 

1788  M 7-E  (R-5-I-)  AVF,  no  probl.  except  minor  2mm  rev.  edge  plan,  flaw  and  corresp.  obv. 

weakness  back  of  head  175.00 


ROBERT  C.  KRAFT,  ex-^574  205  N.  Whitney  Way  Madison,  WI  537205 

Ex-member  has  original  copies  of  Penny-Wise  ^100  thru  #\A\.  Rather  than  dispose  of  these  in  the  round 

basket,  I would  make  them  available  to  a member  of  E.A.C.  for  any  reasonable  offer  plus  postage.  All 

are  punched  for  a 3-ring  binder;  106  - 141  are  in  original  mailing  envelopes. 

Call  or  write  please;  obviously  one  set.  1 - 608  - 233  - 3519. 

What  others  think  of  "The  CENT  Book";  Mabel  Ann  Wright,  EAC  #78 

TOM  DELOREY : I especially  like  the  historical  notes  at  the  beginning  of  each  date.  It  lends  i 

warm,  human  touch  that  is  missing  from  most  numismatic  literature  published  since  Sheldon. 

WARREN  LAPP;  1 can  see  now  why  it  took  so  long  to  get  it  into  print.  John  didn’t  leave  out 
a thing.  I am  amazed  at  the  photos.  The  book  is  perfect  in  every  way,  which  is  what  I would 
expect  from  JDW. 

HERB  SILBERMAN;  Your  book  is  beautiful!  I congratulate  you  on  the  content. 

TONY  CARLOTTO;  The  CENT  Book  is  fantastic.  The  year-by-year  history  is  a very  nice  touch 
and  keeps  you  reading. 

SEE  FOR  YOURSELF  - BUY  YOUR  OWN.  See  "The  CENT  Book"  ad  page. 


JOEL  SPINGARN,  EAC  #1456  39  Beeholm  Road  W.  Redding,  CT  06896 


Newcomb-U.S.  Copper  Cents  1816-57  $33  Ryder-Colonial  coins  of  VT  $ 8 

Fuld-Civil  War  Store  Cards  55  Ryder-Copper  Coins  of  Mass.  8 

Cohen- American  Half  Cents  2nd  Ed.  24  Rulau,  U.S.  Merch.  Tokens  18451860  15 

Newman  Vars.  of  Fugio  Cent,  soft  4 Crosby-Early  Coins  of  America  35 

Breen-Comp.  Encyc.  U.S. /Col.  Coins  75  Miller-State  Coinage  of  Conn.  22 

Rulau,  Early  Am.  Tokens,  soft  9 Breen-Encyc.  of  U.S.  Half  Cents  53 

Rulau,  H.T.  Tokens,  3rd  Ed.,  soft  11  Sheldon-Penny  Whimsy,  new  reprint  53 

Nelson-Coinage  of  Wm.  Wood  7 Add  $3  postage  1st  book,  $1  each  add. 

Send  for  free  list  of  large  cents  for  sale. 


Ik************ 


-142- 


U S.  LARCit-  C'L:NTS  1793  - 1814  and  U.S,  LARCiE  CENTS  1816-  18.39 
by  William  C.  Noyes,  EAC  #363 

These  hardbound  8'/^  X II  books  are  printed  on  heavy  slick  paper  and  contain  3"  photos  of  every  known 
variety  ot  large  cent  from  the  years  covered.  In  addition  to  the  photos  and  easy  attribution  guides,  the 
books  contain  updates  ot  the  Sheldon  and  Newcomb  texts  and  completely  revised  condition  census  and 
rarity  ratings.  Hundreds  ot  additional  die  states  are  also  illustrated.  Copies  of  these  books  can  only  be 
ordered  from  the  publisher:  Litho-Tech  - Noyes,  1600  West  92  Street,  Bloomington,  MN  55431. 
Volume  I,  1793  to  1814,  is  $130;  Volume  II,  1816  - 1839,  is  $105;  or  both  for  $190.  All  prices  are 
postpaid.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 

IMPORTANT  PHOTOGRAl’HIC  PLATES 

Set  of  five  photographic  plates  produced  in  limited  edition  of  only  one-hundred  sets,  and  being  offered 
tirst  to  Early  American  Coppers  Club  members.  The  photographic  plates  are  numbered  individually  by 
set,  each  photograph  bearing  the  number  of  its  set.  Each  set  is  comprised  of  the  following; 

1 . One  photograph  of  Dr.  Edward  Maris’s  original  plate  of  New  Jersey  copper  cent  electrotypes  in 
walnut  frame  with  historic  glass.  Dr.  Maris’s  electrotype  plate  first  appeared  as  lot  1384  in  his 
estate  sale  conducted  by  the  Chapman  brothers  in  1900.  For  the  first  time  ever,  the  plate  is 
photographed  in  its  entirety  in  its  original  frame  on  high  quality  8X10  inch  glossy  contact  print. 

2.  Four  reproduction  photographs  made  from  Stephen  Nagy’s  original  four  photographic  plates  of 
New  Jersey  copper  cent  electrotypes.  The  reproduction  photographs  are  on  high  quality  8X10 
inch  glossy  contact  print.  Only  four  or  five  sets  of  original  Nagy  plates  exist,  and  Armand 
Champa  recently  purchased  one  such  set  for  $1,760.00. 

Each  set  of  five  photographic  plates  in  this  limited  edition  offer  will  be  numbered  in  accordance  with  the 
receipt  of  order.  COMPLETE  SATISFACTION  IS  GUARANTEED  < OR  RETURN  FOR  FULL 
REFUND. 

Five  8 X 10  inch  photographic 

plates  on  glossy  contact  print $135.00 

All  photographic  plates  will  be  mailed  insured,  first  class.  Order  from: 

William  T.  Anton,  Jr.,  EAC  #2369 
P.O.  Box  588 
Lodi,  NJ  07644 
(201)  327  - 1141 

**!kJiC***)Hj(t***!K 


What  others  think  of  "The  CENT  Book":  JOHN  D.  WRIGHT,  EAC  #7 

MARK  KLEIN:  The  CENT  Book  is  all  I’d  dreamed  it  could  be  and  more.  Reading  it  is  like 

enjoying  a personal  chat  with  John. 

RICHARD  STRILEY:  Being  a novice  on  large  cents  I found  a number  of  other  books  confusing 
and  hard  to  read.  I have  Adams,  Breen,  Grellman,  Newcomb,  Noyes,  and  Sheldon,  but  yours 
is  the  best. 

JULES  REIVER:  Your  book  is  wonderful.  This  is  the  first  coin  book  I have  ever  seen  which 

can  be  used  to  attribute  coins  without  having  my  coins  available  for  checking.  Your  pictures  are 
so  sharp  that  they  make  attributing  an  absolute  pleasure. 

SEE  FOR  YOURSELF  - BUY  YOUR  OWN.  See  "The  CENT  Book"  ad,  page. 

************* 
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HERMAN  FISHER,  EAC  #2989  Rt.  1,  Box  68  DAVENPORT,  WA  99122 

(509)  725  - 3673 


1831 

N-5 

VF35 

Some  light  corrosion,  VF20 

$ 350 

1839 

N-12 

VGlO/15 

Light  tan,  Grellman  attribution,  VGlO-t- 

600 

1845 

N-3 

EF45  + 

Choice  glossy  medium  brown 

150 

1847 

N-34 

VF25 

Medium  golden  brown,  beautiful  rims,  Grell.  Attr. 

600 

1849 

N-23 

EF45  + 

Med  brown,  couple  very  It  field  mks  from  choice 

190 

1850 

N-27 

EF40/30 

Tan  beauty,  very  light  field  marks  from  choice, 
Grellman  attribution,  VF30/25 

1,500 

1851 

N-35 

VF30-I- 

Top  10  in  CC,  Nice  tan,  Grellman  attrib.  VF25-I- 

750 

1851 

N-36 

VG  + /F 

MDS,  light  brown,  Grellman  attribution,  VG8-I- 

275 

RICHARD  BOWMAN,  EAC  #2032  6702  N.  Willow  Ave. 

Half  Cents  (postpaid) 

Tampa,  FL  33604  - 
(813)  935  - 

6438 

8476 

1804 

C-5 

R4 

Some  roughness,  not  bad  overall 

G5 

$ 50 

1804 

C-5 

R4 

Smooth  tan  and  black,  small  rim  bump  at  date,  nice 

F12  + 

145 

1804 

C-8 

R1 

Spiked  chin,  smooth  medium  brown,  LIBE  break 

F15  + 

70 

1808 

C-2 

R3 

Overdate,  mostly  smooth,  small  pit  mark  obv  at  jowl 

VG8-t- 

140 

1828 

C-1 

R1 

Smooth,  a few  circulation  marks... none  serious 

VF20 

40 

1834 

C-1 

R1 

Rough  spot  obverse  center,  a few  minor  rim  scrapes 

VF304-/net  20 

40 

1835 

c-2 

R1 

Cleaned  and  retoning 

VF30/net  25 

45 

1849 

C-1 

R1 

Nice,  mostly  tan 

XF45 

90 

1853 

C-1 

R1 

Choice  smooth  tan,  couple  very  light  obv  scratches 

XF45 

85 

GEORGE  R.  TROSTEL,  EAC  #669  49  Bristol  St.  Southington,  CT  06489 

1 - 203  - 628  - 9927 

22B  Washington  Collis  Restrike  MS-60  $ 25.00 

Struck  in  1959  Copper  5000  struck 

1893  World  Columbian  Exposition  Medal  25.00 


Issued  by  Treasury  Dept.  U.S.  Mint 
Obv.  U.S.  Govt.  Building 


1833 

C-1 

R-1 

ExFine  40  clash  marks 

80.00 

1835 

C-1 

R-1 

ExFine  45  clash  marks 

70.00 

1836 

N-7 

R-4 

MDS  VG  10  with  cud  over  8 star.  Not  often  seen  with  cud 

50.00 

1852 

N-1 

R-1 

MDS  50/40  cleaned,  roughness 

125.00 

1855 

N-3 

R-1 

LDS  50/40-1-  cleaned  long  ago 

100.00 

1855 

N-9 

R-1 

LDS  Fine  25  with  knob 

60.00 

************* 


GARY  A.  TRUDGEN,  EAC  #1889  3103  Chatham  Rd.  Endwell,  NY  13760 

FOR  SALE:  1787  CONNECTICUT  COPPER  — Miller  15-F 

F/VF.  Scarce  (Rarity-4)  "CONNECT"  variety.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with  a few  trivial  planchet 
flaws.  The  tops  of  a couple  obverse  legend  letters  are  off  the  flan,  otherwise,  full  legends  and  date. 
Strong  reverse  detail.  A nice  coin.  $120.00 

Send  for  a free  price  list  of  colonial  coins. 

************* 
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DENIS  EUOSS,  EAC  #3824  Box  2036  Beaverton,  OR  97075 


Date  Var. 

K 

Sharpness 

Description 

Price 

1806  S270 

R1 

VGIO 

Choice  Color/surf.  OBV  Rim  Bmp.  @ 2:00 

$60 

1809  S280 

R2 

G5 

Avg.  Sm.  OBV  rim  nick  @ 9:00 

65 

1820  NIO 

R2- 

VF25 

Choice 

85 

1835  N15 

R2 

VF30 

Smooth  Deep  Br.  Old  REV  scr./  final  A 

55 

1837  N1 

R3 

VF25 

Choice.  OBV  break  plain.  Date  trifle  wk. 

65 

1851  N16 

R3 

VF20 

Some  OBV  roughness  + few  short  scr. 

15 

1851  N24 

R4 

VF20 

Smooth  Brown.  Tiny  OBV  rim  flaw  @ 5:00 

30 

1853  N8 

R34- 

VF20 

Choice.  REV  toning  spots  by  "D"  & "AT" 

25 

1854  N19 

R2 

VF25 

Smooth  Br.,  OBV  break  plain.  Sm.  dig  by  1 

16 

ALLAN  DAVISSON,  EAC  #3299  Cold  Spring,  MN  56320 

(612)  685  - 3835 

"CONDER"  TOKENS  & BRITISH  COPPER 

George  Hatie,  one  of  America's  most  prominent  collectors,  has  consigned  his  entire  collection 
of  British  copper  to  us.  I will  catalog  it  all  and  offer  it  this  spring.  Write  now  for  a copy.  It 
will  be  out  in  late  April  or  May. 

We  have  just  mailed  the  first  major  mail  auction  we  have  issued  in  over  two  decades  of 
business.  It  has  330  lots  including  some  exceptional  1 8^  century  British  trade  tokens.  Write 
for  a copy.  We  would  appreciate  $5  to  cover  postage  on  these  two  catalogs  but  that  is  not 
required  for  EAC  members. 


♦ »*»♦»»**»*** 


BRUCE  TUCKER,  EAC  #196  3777  Dover  Drive 

EARLY  COPPER  LITERATURE 

NEWCOMB:  U.S.  COPPER  CENTS,  1944,  $60;  DELUXE  THICK  PAPER,  FINE 
KOSOFF:  SCHWARTZ  COLLECTION,  1961,  SPECIAL  EDITION,  PLATES,  NM 
MERKIN:  HELFENSTEIN  SALE,  1964,  HARDBOUND  EDITION,  VF 


Birmingham,  AL  35223 


$225 

75 

190 


SUPERIOR:  ROBINSON  BROWN  COLLECTION,  1 986,  SUPER  DELUXE  WITH  PHOTOGRAPHIC 
PLATES,  PRL,  SLIPCASE,  NEAR  MINT  290 


HILLCREST  ENTERPRISES:  MAIL  AUCTION  SALE  ONE,  1968,  PRL,  VF 
NEW  NETHERLANDS:  SALE  #61,  JUNE  30,  1970,  PRL,  NEAR  MINT 


67 

20 


****** 
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TOM  REYNOLDS,  EAC  #222 


P.O.  Box  24529 


Omaha,  NE  68124 
(402)  895  - 3065 


1794 

S-24 

R1 

VF35 

$2900 

1794 

S-65 

R1 

XF40 

3000 

1794 

S-70 

R2- 

AU50 

5500 

1795 

S-76b 

R1 

AU50 

4750 

1801 

S-219 

R2 

VF35 

5000 

1803 

S-255 

R1 

AU55 

2750 

1810/09 

S-281 

R1 

VF30 

900 

1812 

S-291 

R2-I- 

VF35 

1250 

SEND  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  RECEIVE 


Apple  cheeks.  Brown  with  choice  surfaces. 
Brown  with  choice  surfaces. 

Head  of  1 795.  Brown  with  choice  surfaces. 
Plain  edge.  Brown  with  choice  surfaces. 

3 errors.  Two-tone  brown  with  smooth 
surfaces. 

Tan  with  choice  surfaces. 

Brown  with  smooth  surfaces. 

Smith  date.  Brown  with  choice  surfaces. 

; PRICE  LISTS. 

«*■»«** 


SCOTT  BROCKELMAN,  EAC  #3200  P.O.  Box  2114  Hurst,  TX  76053 

Conn.  18-G.1  VG  Choice  Planchet  Better  Variety  $45 

New  Jersey  1788  67-V  G-VG  Obv.  weak  bit  porous  45 

Mass.  1787  Cent  2B-E  G -i-  Weak  on  left  40 

1 798  Large  Cent  S-174CHVG  Legends  weak  due  to  clashing  60 

1819  Large  Cent  N3  VF-20  Very  nice  planchet  75 

1 822  Large  Cent  N-6  F-12  or  better  Nice  planchet  35 

1835  Large  Cent  N-13  VF-25  Green  patina  rev  rim  breaks  225 

1 849  Large  Cent  N-2  CH  VF-30  Die  state  h 75 

1853  Large  Cent  N-3  VF-35  Planchet  defect  & peeling  rev  40 


Other  coins  available.  Write  to  receive  my  Mail  Bid  Sales  or  call  me  at  (817)  595  - 4468  to 
meet  at  EAC  '93  in  Dallas. 


*********»#*# 


ROOM  MATE  WANTED 


Someone  to  share  a half  of  my  room  with  (financially)  at  coming  convention  in  Dallas. 
Arriving  Thursday  and  departing  Sunday.  Call  daytime  8:00  - 5:00  PST  (209  - 485  - 1 254) 
or  evenings  & weekends  (209  - 439  - 2276). 

JOHN  M.  PETERS,  EAC  #1690 


************* 


GARY  COOPER,  EAC  #989  Rd  #2,  Box  1 664  Lisbon  Falls,  ME  04252 

WANTED:  1737  or  1739  Higley  Copper  Threepence  in  Good  to  Fine  condition.  Please  write 
and  fully  describe  and  if  possible,  include  photographs,  and  known  pedigree  information.  Will 
pay  a strong  price  for  a nice  specimen. 


»****»»*»**•* 
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EAC  #3279  1315-D  Cheney  Hwy . Titusville,  FL  32780 

(407)  269  - 1648 

I am  actively  building  a personal  reference  collection  of  silversmith  (and  related 
craftsman)  maker's  marks  / hallmarks  that  are  counterstamped  on  early  copper  (and 
other  coins).  I would  like  to  purchase  or  make  an  offer  on  any  pieces  (attributed  or 
not)  that  you  may  have  for  sale.  I have  trading  material  in  the  form  of  large  cents, 
colonial  coins,  and  tokens,  and  counterstamped  coins.  I am  especially  interested  in 
c/s  consisting  of  [names,  initials,  cities,  or  company  names]  found  inside  rectangular 
incuse  punches.  Please  write  or  call  if  you  have  any  material  that  you  would  like  to 
sell  or  trade.  Also  currently  seeking  the  following  c/s;  [N.L.  Hazen,  J.  GOODHUE, 
D»N*DOLE,  R.  LYMAN,  HALL  & ELTON,  HARTFORD]." 

************* 

GARRY  APELIAN,  EAC  #2686  910  Revere  Road  Glenview,  IL  60025 

(708)  724  - 7242 

ANNOUNCING  THE  1®^  ANNUAL  COUNTERSTAMP  HALF  CENT  SURVEY 

Attention  all  EAC'ers  who  have  counterstamped  half  cents  in  their  collections:  Please 
send  me  a current  list  of  all  your  half  cents  that  are  counterstamped.  Include  any 
Brunk,  Rulau,  or  Hallenbeck  numbers  or  varieties  if  known.  Also  any  auction 
information  that  may  be  available.  I also  need  to  know  your  unlisted  varieties.  Many 
of  you  have  made  me  aware  of  your  coins  already,  but  please  update  what  you  have. 

See  me  at  the  following  show:  April  18,  Westmont.  I will  not  be  at  any  shows  in 
May  pending  the  birth  of  our  #2  child. 

************* 

HENRY  T.  HETTGER,  EAC  #2349  P.O.  Box  2018  Arlington,  VA  22202 

(703)  979  - 1942 

1794  S-52  R6  F-15  CC3,  Herbert  Silberman's  famous  cherry,  dark 

chocolate  P.O.R. 

1794  S-66  R6  VF-20  net  AG-3  for  corrosion,  green  patina,  rare 

EDS  $ 675.00 

1796  NC-1  R7  F-15  net  VG-8,  tied  CC4  chocolate  4850.00 

1801  S-219  Three  Errors  Variety,  PCGS  AU-50  net  EF-40,  golden  brown  P.O.R. 

1801  NC-4  R7  Tied  CC1,  Mendelson  730,  VG-10,  Noyes  VG-8,  PCI  slab  as 

FN-15.  Dark  olive  steel  brown.  Steve  Fischer's  famous 

cherry  p O.r. 

1802  NC-2  VF-20  net  VG-8  Tied  CC4  Ex-Jess  Peters  11/74  Dark 

„ 4250.00 

1832  N-2  PCGS  MS  62  BN  (net  AU-55)  Golden  BN,  The  "Blundered  Reverse," 
SATTES  punched  in,  ground  off,  before  STATES,  see  Halpern  427, 
Morley  572  1350.00 


************* 
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JACK  H.  ROBINSON,  EAC  ^1308  P.O.  Box  564  Vienna,  VA  22183 

(703)  821  - 1854 

The  12**’  Edition  of  COR  will  be  published  in  April  1993  with  mailing  scheduled  to 
be  before  EAC  '93  with  a date  of  03/31/93. 

Real  sales  of  decent  copper  has  been  rather  sparse  of  late,  and  while  the  overall 
Numismatic  market  is  relatively  quiet,  choice  Early  Copper  still  appears  to  be  in  demand. 
Scudzy  and  below  average  pieces,  even  rarities,  are  somewhat  weak.  The  Middle  Dates 
are  a little  slower,  and  lower  grade,  common  Late  Dates  seem  to  show  the  least  activity. 
The  12***  Edition  of  COR  will  show  many  changes! 

Consistent  with  past  practice,  the  1 2***  Edition  of  COR  is  available  for  the  price  of 
$30.00  if  purchased  alone.  However,  the  12**’  and  13***  Editions  may  be  purchased  now 
for  the  combined  price  of  $50.00,  with  the  publishing  date  of  the  13**’  Edition  to  be 
announced  at  a later  date.  A guess  would  be  late  1 993,  as  I expect  to  complete  a lot  of 
data  in  early/mid  1993  combined  with  what  I anticipate  will  be  major  changes  in  the 
market. 


*****  *****  ***** 

The  1 2**’  Edition  of  CQR  is  available  for  $30.00,  or  for  the  1 2**’  and  the  1 3**’  Edition 
of  CQR  (to  be  published  as  described  above)  are  available  for  $50.00.  New  EAC 
members  joining  during  1 992  may  obtain  the  1 2**’  Edition  alone  for  $25.00  or  the  1 2***  & 
13**’  both  for  $40.00.  Just  give  me  your  membership  number  when  you  order. 

A Continuing  POLICY  for  First  Time  Subscribers  — I offer  a "no  questions 
asked"  refund  on  any  subscription  purchased  per  the  above  paragraph  if  you 
are  dissatisfied  for  ANY  reason  within  60  days  of  the  time  you  receive  your 
CQR.  Just  return  the  CQR  to  me  — I'll  even  re-imburse  you  for  the  postage 
to  return  the  CQRI. 

We  offer  the  "Jack  H.  Robinson  Sale"  catalog  for  $30.00,  postpaid.  This  is  for  the 
original  softbound  version.  For  those  that  may  want  a copy  of  the  catalog,  without  a 
cover,  for  three  ring  binder  use  as  a reference  work  or  whatever  — from  original  print 
signatures  — these  are  available  for  $20.00,  postpaid.  Both  come  with  Prices  Realized. 

We  offer  BQTH  original  three  ring  binder  volumes  of  the  Grellman  loose  leaf 
"Attribution  Guide  for  United  States  Large  Cents  1840  - 1857"  with  the  "Quick-Finder" 
supplement  for  a postpaid  price  of  $85. 

*****  *****  ***** 


We  offer  the  following  original  earlier  editions  of  CQR,  postpaid: 


Edition 

12/31/83 

$ 5.00 

2"^  Edition 

04/30/85 

7.00 

3''^  Edition 

12/31/85 

8.00 

4‘"’  Edition 

09/15/86 

8.00 

5'^  Edition 

12/31/86 

10.00 

7*'’  Edition 

12/31/87 

20.00 

8*^  Edition 

01/31/89 

7.00 

9'^  Edition 

03/31/90 

7.00 

10*'’  Edition 

03/31/91 

9.00 

11'^  Edition 

02/29/92 

15.00 

(Sheldon  Varieties  Qnly) 

(Half  Cents  & Large  Cents) 
(First  Use  of  Condition  Levels) 
(Updated) 

(Updated  after  RSB  Sale) 

(First  Bound  Edition) 

(Updated  after  JHR  Sale) 
(Updated) 

(Updated) 

(Updated) 


************* 


-148- 


ED  SARRAFIAN.  EAC  »1628 


P.O.  Box  864  Glenview.  IL  60025 


Wanted  to  Buy;  Machin  s Mills  Halfpence.  Rare  Die  Varieties 

and,  or  High  Grade.  Please  write  with  price 
des i red . 

.ALAN  WEINBERG.  EAC  #189?  23321  Aetna  Woodland  Hills.  CA 

(818)  348-374-^  0136? 

Still  Wanteo:  17'23  S-1  AMERI  Chain  cent  in  pr OD 1 em- f r ee  . 

conservatively  graded  VF-20  or  cetter.  Good 
color,  no  rim  oings.  clean  fields.  Pay  C0P+-t-  + 
for  the  right  coin. 

I also  seriously  collect  old  "saloon*'  Good-Fcr  tokens  and 
old  military  fort  tO";e.ns:  pre-1^00  American  lifesaving 
medals  in  silver  or  gold;  and  pre-1900  American  agricultural 
or  mechanical  society  medals  in  silver  or  gold. 

RICK  COLEMAN,  EAC  #3351.  1501  Tournament  Ct  , Crosby. TX  ^"'532 

(^13)  328-5808 

Half  Cent  For  Sale:  1804  C-9  (Die  State  II-III)  EF-40 . $370. 

ex-T.  Reynolds. 

Various  commion  large  cents  for  sale.  Prices  on  request. 

Also  buying  half  cents--the  strongest  buyer!  Need  high 
grade,  early,  quality  pieces.  Please  call  or  write. 

JOHN  LORENZO,  EAC  #2251  54  Aqueduct  .Ave . Midland  Park.NJ 

H:  (201  ) 652-6304  W;  (oqs)  563-1100  0'^432 

For  Sale:  Maris  63-S.  CHOICE  XF , lovely  golden  brown  speci- 
men. Sharp  outlines  in  plow,  typical 
central  shield  weakness.  $350. 

Wanted:  Rarity  6 and  Rarity  7 New  Jerseys.  Canadian  Black- 
smith tokens.  Rhode  Island  ship  tokens.  New  Hamp- 
shire tokens. 

JON  WARSHAWSKY,  EAC  #3603,  1641  Seven  Oaks  Dr.,  Lyndhurst.OH 

(216)  291-2001  44124 

Wanted:  Nice  VF  copy  of  Frossard-Hays  1893  reference. 

Nice  VF  copy  of  S.  H.  Chapman  1^26  edition  (second 
edition)  on  1 704' s . 

Original  bindings  preferred.  Please  write  or  call 
with  price.  Pedigreed  copies  especially  desired. 
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RICHARD  L.  CODAY,  EAC  #3171  P.O.  Box  5603  Oildale,CA  93388 

(805)  323-4507 

Wanted:  Large  Cents  and  Half  Cents  in  the  $10  to  $50  price 
range.  Early  dates  scudzy  to  choice.  Middle  and  Late  dates 
nice  average  to  choice.  Interested  in  all  dates  and  most 
varieties.  Especially  need  '34  N-5's  and  lower  grade  '55 
N-lO's.  Please  write  or  call  and  let  me  know  what  you  have 
for  sale.  I am  not  a bargain  hunter. 

EUGENE  STERNLICHT,  EAC  #2131,  9441  Evergreen  #306, 

Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33324 


Literature  Sale,  postage  $3,  flat  rate. 

Pine  Tree  1975  EAC,  "The  Sale",  XF  x PRL  $52. 
Pine  Tree  1976  EAC,  2/28/76,  XF  x PRL  23. 
Bowers  and  Ruddy,  Fairfield,  10/6/77,  VF,  PRL  9. 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Van  Arsdal 1 , 1/93,  XF  x PRL  7. 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Somerset,  5/92,  XF  x PRL  7. 
B 8.  R,  RCR  Numbers  27,33,40,48,  1979-1983  10. 
B & M.  RCR  Numbers  52,58,67,71,85,89,  1984-1992  12. 
Kagin's  GENA  Santa  Monica  Coll.  10/14/83,  VF  8. 
Sheldon,  PENNY  WHIMSY,  1976  ed.,  near  mint  75. 


*■¥•*********** 

JIM  YOUNG,  JR.,  EAC  #795  7736  Lee  Dr.  Pasadena,  MD  21122 

(410)  437-7136 


1809  C-6  half  cent,  AU-50 , nice  glossy  light  brown  $250. 
1797  S-141,  AG-3,  worn  dark  brown  35. 
1824/2  N-5,  G-4,  somewhat  scudzy  dark  brown  60. 
1829  N-7,  VG-8,  nice  dark  brown  65. 


Send  for  list  of  colonials,  half  cents,  and  mostly  large 
cents  for  sale. 


AUDIO  TAPES  AVAILABLE  FOR  EAC  EDUCATIONAL  FORUM 
$7.50  per  year  postpaid 

1991  - Massachusetts  Silver  - Bill  Jones  Massachusetts  Copper  - Mike  Packard 

Large  Cents  - John  Adams  Col.  Green  Coll.  - Frank  Wilkinson 

1992  - Interview  Q & A - Eric  Streiner  Proof  Large  Cents  - Denis  Loring 

Centering  Planchets  - Eric  Newman  1796  Large  Cents  - Phil  Ralls 

Half  Cents  - Bill  Weber 

ORDER  FROM:  Litho  Technical  Services,  Inc. 

Attn:  Wes  Rasmussen 

1600  West  92nd  Street 
Bloomington,  MN  55431 

MAKE  CHECK  PAYABLE  TO:  Early  American  Copper 
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CAPL  EARL  OSTIGUY,  EAC  A215T  6005  Host  a Ct  Elk  Plage,  MD 

Home  Phone  (410)  37*5-5646  21227 

For  Sale;  Colonial  coins,  large  cents,  half  cents,  ana  early 
U.S.  type.  At  the  Marylana  Historic  Savage  Mill  estaollshea 
ip.  £822.  i m located  in  Antique  Center  III,  case  wi6.  Take 
I-'5o  to  Route  32  East  (Exit  38A ) to  Route  1 South.  Right  on 
Gorman  Road.  Right  on  Founary  Street.  Open  ~ days  a '.-.’eek  , 
*5:30  AM  to  5:30  PM.  40,000  square  feet  of  antiques  ana  col- 
lect i c 1 es . 

Baltimore  (410)  880-0R18.  or 
Washington  (301  ) 36*5-4650. 

WAYNE  WTCKOFF . EAC  ttl6l8  Demott  Dr.  Whitehouse  Sta.,  NJ 

(908)  534-20‘53  0888*5 

*50  large  cents  1803  to  1855  from  Fair  to  VF-30.  *58%  are 
attriouted.  *50“s  with  accuracy.  All  have  proDiems.  No  m.ore 
than  five  of  any  one  year.  Maybe  10  duplicates.  Some  are 
16N4.  17H15.  18N5.  1*5N5.  22N2 . 26N8 . 27M4 . 27N5.  51N26.  $500 
oy  'J.P.S..  or  $275  for  45,  or  $100  for  15  coins,  1*563  New- 
como  Dook , decent,  $27:  1*576  Shelaon  book,  top  shape,  $2*5; 
1803  S-256,  F-VF,  si.  bend,  two  small  digs  near  fraction. 
$225.  1803  S-256  G-VG,  sm . hole  in  head,  rim  Dumps,  $75. 

1803  S-263,  G,  lots  of  scratches.  $90.  1803  S-263,  AG-Poor. 

$uo.  Have  2b00  other  L.C.  s--p  lease  v;r  i t e--m.ust  sell  in  ‘53 

DEMIS  W.  LOPING,  EAC  «li  P.O.  Box  363  Mew  York.  MY  10 101 

(212)  554-3316 

17*54  S-l""a,  VG-8.  ex-Garrett-Adams  3 $1600. 

180<.'6  S-272,  small  overdate,  last  of  the  Famous  Four. 

Obverse  G-4.  reverse  a little  better,  no 
major  defects.  $1850. 

1830  N-6.  small  letters,  VG-8  32 

1835  M-2,  VF-30  HO.* 

1837  M-8,  PCGS  64  Brown  560. 

And.  for  those  who  want  only  the  very  best,  a Type  Set  of 
17‘54-'s:  Head  of  ' 03  : S-17a.  VF-30.  CC3  . ex-She  1 don  . Maf  tzger 

Head  of  '94:  S-60 , MS-60+,  absolute  finest  known, 

ex-Oswa 1 d 

Heaa  of  95:  S-71 , MS-63,  CC2 , ex-Oswald. 

Serious  Inquiries  Invited. 
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JIM  MCGUIGAN,  EAC  #355 


Box  1 33 


N.  Versailles,  PA  15137 
(412)  247-4484 


NUMISMATIC  SERVICES 

I provide  a full  range  of  numismatic  services  to  collectors,  investors,  and 
dealers.  In  addition  to  buying  and  selling  rare  coins  and  conducting 
numismatic  appraisals,  I offer  the  following  services 

Auction  Representation  Service 

Do  you  fell  that  you  are  at  a competitive  disadvantage  when  you  submit  mail 
bids  at  coin  auctions?  Do  you  sometimes  receive  auction  lots  that  fail  to 
meet  your  expectations? 

I may  be  able  to  help  you  avoid  some  of  these  problems.  Through 
attendance  at  all  major  U.S.  coin  auctions,  I can  examine  and  evaluate  coins 
that  are  of  interest  to  you.  With  this  independent  advice,  you  will  be  able  to 
bid  more  competitively  and  receive  coins  that  meet  your  standards. 

Want  List  Service 

Are  you  having  difficulty  finding  that  rare  date  or  elusive  variety  for  your 
collection?  Or  are  you  frustrated  just  trying  to  locate  nice,  problem-free 
examples  of  more  common  dates  and  varieties  at  fair  prices? 

I may  be  able  to  help  in  your  search  for  these  items.  Through  attendance 
at  all  major  U.S.  coin  auctions  and  over  20  major  national,  regional,  and  state 
coin  shows  each  year,  I have  access  to  literally  hundreds  of  thousands  of  rare 
coins  offered  by  dealers  throughout  the  country.  If  the  coins  you  are  looking 
for  are  available  for  sale,  chances  are  I will  be  able  to  locate  them  for  you. 

Consignment  Sales  Service 

Do  you  have  individual  coins  or  sets  of  coins  that  you  would  like  to  sell? 

Have  you  been  unable  to  find  a dealer  that  will  offer  you  fair  market  prices 
for  them? 

I accept  coins  on  consignment  which  I will  sell  for  a small  commission. 
Through  attendance  at  over  20  major  national,  regional,  and  state  coin 
shows  each  year,  I can  showcase  your  coins  to  tens  of  thousands  of  potential 
buyers  throughout  the  country.  Such  wide  exposure  increases  the  chances  of 
obtaining  the  best  possible  prices  for  your  coins. 

Please  contact  me  by  mail  or  telephone  today  if  you  would  like  to  take 
advantage  of  any  of  these  numismatic  services. 
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JEL  COINS,  EAC  #1687,  ANA  #56093  BOX  3003  BALTIMORE  MD  21229 
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Each  white  T-shirt  is  rnade  o-f  a high  quality  100’/.,  pre-shrunk  cotton.  The  coins  are 
five  inch  COLOR  enlargements  of  the  first  Chain  Cent  obverse  and  the  1993 
Lincoln  Cent  obverse.  The  dual  date,  1793—1993  lies  above  the  coins  in  an  arc,  and 
the  slogan  "200  Years,  and  Still  Making  Cents  (R)"  lies  below  the  coins  with  all  of 
the  lettering  in  red. 


Price  is  $12.95  per  shirt  in  either  large  and/or  extra  large.  Please  call  or  write 
for  quantity  discounts.  N.J.  residents  please  add  67.  sales  tax  to  the  TOTAL  SHIRT 
COST.  Shipping  and  Handling  is  $3.00  for  one  shirt  and  $.50  for  each  additional 
shirt.  Please  allow  four  to  six  weeks  for  delivery. 

Send  your  check  or  money  order  to: 

D . I . S . , Inc. 

P.O.  Box  4595 
Warren,  N.J.  07059-0595 

If  you  have  any  questions,  call  (908)  769-5317 
between  10am  and  10pm  ET  and  ask  for  GREG  HEIM,  EAC  3619. 
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COUNTERSTAMPED  LARGE  CENTS  WANTED 


For  my  personal  collection,  which  I have  been  gathering  since  1955,  I desire  to  purchase 
counterstamped  large  cents  of  all  dates,  with  the  names  of  individuals,  merchants, 
political  slogans,  motifs  — just  about  anything  except  stray  letters  and  numbers.  I would 
be  pleased  to  make  an  offer  for  any  coins  submitted  to  me,  or  I invite  you  to  send  them 
on  approval  with  an  invoice.  I am  not  looking  for  bargains  and  will  pay  any  reasonable 
price,  as  they  are  not  for  resale.  Please  let  me  hear  from  you.  All  correspondence  will 
be  answered. 


David  Bowers,  EAC  #204 
c/o  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 
Box  1224 

Wolfesboro,  NH  03894 


***♦♦***♦*♦♦* 


DAN  FREIDUS,  EAC  #1582  116  Chapin  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48103 

Books  for  Sale:  Shipping  $3  first  book,  $1  each  additional  book. 

Cohen.  1971.  American  Half  Cents.  l®'ed.  1®*  printing,  as  new  $30 

Gilbert. 1916.  The  U.S.  Half  Cents.  Original  green  cloth.  6 photo  plates. 

Norman  Bryant's  copy.  Signature  on  flyleaf.  F+  150 

Newcomb. 1944.  U.S.  Copper  Cents,  1816  - 1857.  Thick  paper.  Full  red  leather 

binding.  Corners  slightly  rubbed,  else  as  new.  200 

Wanted:  Information.  I am  working  on  a census  of  Hiqlev  coopers  and  always  appreciate  any 
leads  about  auction  appearances  from  any  era  or  about  specimens  in  museums  or  private 
collections.  I can  also  provide  many  current  owners  with  the  history  of  their  specific  pieces. 
(I  have  records  of  over  100  appearances  of  56  specimens  of  15  die  varieties.) 


************* 
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Chris  Vi  c tor --McCawl  ey 
P.0„  Bo:-;  2967 
Edmond,  OK  73083 
405-341-2213 


J . R . Gr-el  1 man 

P.O.  Bo;-;  951988 

Lake  Mar-y,  FL  32795-1988 

407-321-8747 


M cr  CC  aa.  j 1 ee  v' 


C3 r-  S'  X X n 1 aa. ri  la  co  ±i  i.  on  -s 


CJ  LA  no  S .j,  X 13 

3 LA  1..  V'  ^ =»-  -P  X E7  E7  3: 


II cm  n eg  B o aa  cr  Ihi  ,,i  C 

B -dsa  X ir.  ±.  m o r--  o , T'1  D 


Please  write  or  call  to  receive  a -free  catalog  or 
consignment  in-formation. 
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EAC  1993  BOIJF^SE  SPACE 

The?  1P93  EAC  conve?ntion  will  be?  held  April  22--25th  in  Dallae-i. 

IF  YCIJ  WISH  TO  HAVE  BOURSE  SPACE  - RESPOND  IMMEDIATELY' 

Despite  some  last  minute  changes  we  e;:pect  to  have  one  o-f  the 
largest  bourses  ever.  I-f  you  wish  to  have  a space  you  will  need 
to  -fill  out  the  application  below  and  send  to  me  immediately! 

Those  o-f  vou  who  remember  the  great  1987'  convention  should  be 
an::ious  to  attend.  The  1987  convention  was  one  o-f  our  finest  and 
and  best  attended  conventions  ever. 

Further.  I have  been  authorised  by  Jim  Young  to  issue  a challanqe 
to  any  and  all  comers  plus  all  remaining  survivors  from  1987- 
(This  means  you  Jack  Robinson!)  to  a reprise  of  the  48  02  T Bones 
at  the  Trail  Dust  Steak  House!  There's  a saying  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  I-f  you  don  't  hiave  a good  time  in  Dallas  you  just  cJon  't 
know  how  to  hav'e  a good  time!" 

A security  room  will  be  available  from  2pm  on  Thursday. 

Dealer-  set-up  will  be  8:00  am  Friday  April  23r-d. 

PLEASE  FILL  OUT  THE  APPLICATION  BELOW  AND  SEND  TO  ME  A.S.A.P. ' 

Please  reserve  for-  me  bourse  space  alT  '7 rT^DaTT'a^^^^^ 

I will  need  extra  cases  and  extra  lamps  in  addition  to  the 

tvjo  cases  and  one  lamp  that  will  be  provided  with  each  8'x  3'  table. 

I enclose  $60  per  space.  The  cost  for  extra  lamps  or  cases  will  be 

charged  at  the  convention. 

List  me  in  the  program  as 

Maximum  1 bourse  assistant 

I prefer-  Non-Smoking  ( ) Smoking  ( ). 

Name  (please  print)  

Signed  

MAKE  ALL  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO  EAC.  Mail  to:  Chris  McCawley 

P.O.  Box  2967 
Edimond  ,0K,  73083 
405-341-2213 
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AFTERWORD 


As  this  issue  of  P^W  was  (literally!)  going  to  the  printer  I received 
the  following  from  Lanny  Reinhardt.  It  has  been  lightly  edited  because 
whatever  discontents  may  exist,  personal  attacks  have  no  place  in  the 
pages  of  Penny-Wi se . On  the  other  hand,  an  alternative  slate  of  officers 
IS  a perfectly  acceptable  gesture.  Lanny 's  note  follows: 

I and  many  others  left  the  General  Meeting  in  St.  Louis  last  year 
disturbed  by  things  said  and  important  things  left  unsaid  by  the  current 
group  of  officers.  Since  then,  many  of  us  have  engaged  in  numerous  dis- 
cussions, and  it  is  quite  obvious  there  are  many  members  who  are  angry 
frustrated,  or  discontented.  In  broad  terms  the  nature  of  this  discontent 
can  be  described  as  "fed  up"  with  the  Old  Boy  Network  that  has  dominated 
EAC  leadership  functions  for  far  too  long. 

More  specific  grievances  are,  the  leadership  treats  the  membership 
like  we're  ignorant  children  and  the  "officers  know  best."  There  are 
several  of  us  who  are  most  upset  by  the  resignations  of  very  bright,  tal- 
ented, hard-working  members  like  Bill  Weber,  Peter  Boisvert,  and  Mike 
Packard.  What  frustrations  caused  these  men  to  give  up  their  positions 
is  not  clear,  but  it  is  obvious  they  love  EAC. .. (Another  grievance  is) 
the  person  managing  the  EAC  Sale  should  not  have  personal  interest  and 
financial  gain  depending  upon  the  revenues  the  Sale  generates .. .Other 
concerns  are  a nominating  process  that  consistently  re-nomi nates  those 
officers  who  selected  the  nominating  committee.  There  also  exists  a 
dissonant  group  that  is  actively  discussing  breaking  away  from  EAC  and 
creating  an  alternate  association. 

dim  Long  and  I would  like  to  offer  an  alternative  idea.  We  do  not 
want  to  see  EAC  split  into  other  associations  because  bright  people  can't 
find  better  solutions  to  deal  with  discontent. 

Our  suggestion  is  to  offer  additional  candidates  for  the  EAC  Officers 
election.  To  this  end,  we  would  like  to  nominate  the  following  people 
as  candidates: 


And,  we  plan  to  support  the  challenger  for  the  office  of  Treasurer. 


MIKE  PACKARD  for  President 
BOB  MILLER  for  Vice-President 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Lanny  Reinhardt 


************* 
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